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‘Hot’ cars are no bargain

Cars are no onger just stolen by joy-
riders. Professional car thieves arc
pros at nltering vehicle Identlfication
and supplying counterfclt documents
for stolen cars that are often sold at
rock-bottem  prices, says the South-
{leld-based  Automotive Information
Council {AIC).

‘Whle being offered a fuxury car for
an unbelievably low price may
tempting to some, buying a “hot” car is

. no bargain, AIC says. If the police dis-

Psychologists urge seatbelt law '

By Mattle Groens
stalf writer

caver that a person has purchased a
stolen vehicle, the auto s automatical-
ly tmpounded and the buyer [sn't able
to recover either the ¢ar or the money
spenton it

To avold being stuck with a stolen
vebicle, AIC recommends these tips
‘when buying a used car:

® Deal only with a reputable dealer
or an individual you know and trust. Be
on your guard If a seller has no flxed
address or phone number.

problems. Thc} have difficulty learn-
ing and remembering and have speech
problems which make them ‘auncuu to

After secing lives d because
of profound head {njuries in automobllc
accidents and secing the emotlonal cost
to the victims' familles, the Members
of the Michigan Psychlatric Seciety
have become believers — fn seat belts.

So strong is the society’s belief that
seat belts can prevent many of these
Injurics that they urged the passage of
a mandatory seat belt bll} in the state
legislature.

The bili reached the Michigan House
where it was the subject of debate and
several amendments, Last week the
blll was returned to a House committee
for further study. Proponents of the bil)
say they plan to continue fighting for
passage of the Jeglslation.

“The mental health benefits of seat
belt use have Jargely been ignored in
the debate on the seat belt bill” sald
Dr. Melvin Relahart, president of the
900 member society, which is head-
quartered in Southfleld.

It's hear g to
thelr adjustment. after being Involved
in a needless event,” Relnhart satd.

Worklng with a neuro-psychologist,
Relnhart sald he has monitored the
progress of patlents, many of them
young, and had o chance to Interview
thelr family members. The family,
also, has to make a tremendous ndjust-
ment, Reinhart said.

“OFTEN THESE patients are re-
duced to the mental level of infants.
The parents have to lcarn cues to be
able to respond to thelr requests, Some
are college kidssand this happens at the
helght of thetr productlvity. Parents
may become despondent knowing their
aspiratlons for thelr chlld may never
be realized.”

Reinhart sald the recovery may take
years and the parents have to worry
about the care of their child If seme-
thing happens to them.

® Be very suspicious If the price of
a car offered ls substantially lower
thar-normal, such as $2,0000 for a late
model luxury car.

@ A fresh paint jcb on an almost-
new aute may Indlcate a cover-up by
thicves.

® Don't buy a car that docsn't have
all the proper paperwork. Check the
car's Vehlcle Indentlfication Number
(VIN) with the VIN listed on the title.

® Avold a deal if the seller absolute-
1y demands cash.

for the injured child, It may produce
conflicts among sihlings who may be
neglected due to the Inordinate amount
of care needed by the accident victim.
Also, Relnhart added, there i3 the con-
tinuous soul scarching that goes on.
Parents ask themselves if they should
have let thelr son or daughter have the
car and 50 on.

The organtzation recognizes Individ-
ual lberties, but bellcves they must be
kept in balance with soclal responsibill-
ties, Relnhart sald. Tfe soclely insists
that basic concern and compassion dic-
tate the use of seat belts by all occu-
pants of an automoblle.

The ‘soclety Is pushing for the pas-
sage of House Bl $203, which would

® Always obtaln a recelpt for the
sale, which both partles have signed.

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tlon's Uniform Crime Report indicates
the peak theft.year in the U.S. waa 1980
when 1,114,851 vehicles were stolen, In
1982, 1,048,310 vehicles were stolen,
representing a 2.4 percent decrease
over 1981 when 1,07,988 vehicles were
stolen, These statlstics underscore the
slze of the auto theft problem in the
U.S, says AIC.

make wearing seat belts a must.

The most costly Injury to suffer from | °
an accident i3 the closed head injury.
Bascd on an Amerlcan Automobite As-
sociatlon report, 500 Michigan resl-
dents suffered closed head injuries and
up to 90 percent could have been pre-
vented with the use of seat belts.

Time on

Average acute care and treatment
expenses amount (o $52,000 according
to the AAA report. Inpatlent rehabllita-
tlon can cost an average of $50,000 a
year, while outpaltent costs, beyond
those involved in equipment and home
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