Read up on computers

“In 1978 there were about 5,000 desk-top comput-
ers in the United States. In 1982, there were 5 mil-
::on. By 1990, It Is estlmated there will be 80 mll.

on.”

* So stated Michaet Crichton. Yes, Michae] Crich-
ton, the best-selling novelist who wrote “The An-
dromeda Strain,”*“The Terminal Man® and *The
Great Train Robbery.”

Crichton recently published a layman's guide to
computers. His book, “Electronic Life,” subtitled
*How to Think About Compulers” (Alfred A Knopf),
(s the latest in a flood of new books on computers to
hit the market.

* His message is falrly slmple: Don't be afraid of
them. They're only machines. They're here to make
y‘ru;r life easter and what’s more, they can be a lot
of fun,

w The hard-cover version costs $12.95, but it might
Tnake a nlce last-minute Christmas glit for a friend
Atching to know what's It all about. .

ANOTHER HOT-SELLING book that has been
araund for a year is *The Personal Computer Book®
by Peter A. MeWIlliams (Random House, 1982). A
good Introductlon to personal computers, this book
includes a very helpful brand name buylag gulde.
For $9.95 It is one of the best buys in your local
bookstore.

‘Two other paperbacks published by Randem
House I also found useful, The first Is *Computer-
wise" by Henry Horensteln and Ellot Tarlin, and
the second Is “The Random House Book of Comput-
er Literacy” by Ellen Richman, Both were pubished
this year, and each costs $9.95,

' Basleally they deseribe In slmple terms how to

understand, buy and use personal computers. As

with all the books reviewed, both have cxcellent
to help the novil the jargon.

A number of specifle publleations address the
need to become famillar and comfortable wlth

Barron's Ser-
vices Inc. publishes the “Encyclopedla of Compute:
Terms” by Douglas Downing. Thls bock sells for
$6.95 and Includes “400 essential terms.”

Not to be outdonethe editors of Consumer’s

Guide wrote “The Illustrated Computer Diction-
ary,” which deflnes 1,000 universal terms. Pub-
lished by Bantam Books in 1983, this Is an excellent
teference book for enly $3.95.
- Random House, which has several computer-re-
fated books on the shelf, also published “The Ran-
dom Hose Dlctionary of New Information Technol-
ogy.” Don't let the title misiead you. It is another
book of terms and deflnitions. This paperback was
also published this year and sells for $7.85.

+ TWO MORE books the novice may find useful
are published by lesser-known houses.

" “Computers for Everybody" by Willls and Merl
Miller takes sort of a popullst approach and ex-
plajns the world of computers In very down-to-
earth non-threatening terms, (Published by Dillthi-
um Press, 1983, $7.95).

The second book “A Practical Gulde to Small

Computers” by Robert M. Rinder, was published In
1883 by Monarch Press and sells for $11.95. Similar
to the ‘other, this book would be especially useful
for beginners.
* An inexpensive ($2.95) and helpful guide is “The
Personal Computer Buyer's Gulde™ by Murray
Bowes, Published by Clarkson N. Potter Inc. (1983),
this gulde describes, compares and prices the 40
tdp personal computers,

FOR YOUNGER rcaders, some of the books
mentloned may be appropriate. !

However, Danie and Stsan Cohen have written a
book speciflcally geared to chlldren. “The Kids
Guide to Home Computers™ {Pocket Books, 1983)
costs only $1.95 and is well worth It. It Is only 118
pages, so you might even be able to stuff onc ina
stocklng on the 25th,

The last book to be reviewed is very timely. “The
Hacker’s Dictionary® Is for the computer whiz kid
or the curious spouse at home punching away on a
personal computer. Subtitled “A Gulde to the World
of Computer Wizards,” this book will not teach the
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to this book in an effart to better understand and
communlcate with *hackers.” (Hackers are hobby-
Ists who attempt and sometimes succeed In enter-
ing on-line computer systems Illegally, or without
authorlzation.} Published by Harper & Row In 1983,
this fun book costs $5.95.

YOU WILL NOT {(nd any of these books on the
New Yark Times best seller list. However, oll Jocal
book stores carty most, if not all of these tltles.

A Troy resident, Watcke is dean of liberal
arts at Wayne County Community College.

B Dlal

Diamond'’s

and Sunday only...

Unlon Lake
363-1397
Opon nightly "1l 2:30,
Sunday 12-5

Send YourLove
Around TheWo:

g v
Chaiutian Chldrech Fund .

kit

Black
back.

Friday, Saturday
only at Chudiks

- Direct

2 from New York,
the spectacular Black
mond mink collection,
with significant price
reductions on every
mink coat & Jacket.
3 days only...
Only at Chudlks.

294 E. BROWN ST.
OPEN EVERY NITETIL 9
SUNDAY 170 5 P.M.

Fheae (313) 643-Geae?
» [ B[toramars

Christnuas is certaindy the time
¢ an addition 1o his collecti

at
We supgest this Shetland wa

fudly-fashioned crew neck and saddle shoul-

. ders, offered in nine handsom
\ vellow, searlet, light blue, dark

38 to 48, $47.50

He's sure to be pleased with
our Scottish Shetland sweater

wrev, light grey, natural or burgundy. Even sizes

h oo e frocks Hieathers curd, Amcsican Evprees or Dinere Chieh,

A DT

Lo,

——

T,

a4 man appreci-
on of sweaters.

ol classic, with

e shades: navy,

green, medium

unsteer all wur

350,875 anid $100 J

Tieweks frothers G
Chrieas probl

ESTABLISHED 1818

N %Q
§ e Lyeipers

C(BLOTHINGS
Furnishings for Ben. Women.& Boys

INAL BANK BLDG.,
MALLTROY

e D il

Quartz technulogy at its peak.
performance, rarefied Lo a scemingly
impaossible thinness. Seiko Lussale,
the performing art of technology.
Come see aur tine of Seiko and

our other fine jewelry during the
holiday season.

—t
WIINELAUL JTWEIELS
“SUNSET STRIP"

29536 Northwestern Highway
Suuthfield, Michigan 48034

me=
—
NOLIDAY HOURS

Weekdays?
Saturday!

L 0am-d4 pm

chocolate chiink;cookiesiin
lve varietles:¢ ate,



