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All year long, the two partles fn
Michlgan's Leglstature have been
pales apart. Last week, however,

there was movement toward a com- blockiivary., 528

promise over the touchlest isxue of
all-— reapportlonment — and some
lasymakers arc unhappy about It

“The Republican caucus does not
want te support any redistricting
plan whatsoever,” said Sen. R, Rob-
ert Geake, R-Northvllle, -

But Geake confirmed that Repub-
itcons Harry Gast of St. Joseph and
Willlam Sederburg of Lansing were
meeting with Senate Democratle
Leader Willlam Faust of Westtand
to see if they could work out & more
palatable alternative to Faust’s SB
3, a redistricting blll that would cost
the GOP two or three Incumbent
senators.

“They're meeting on their own,”
Geake addced.

FRESHMAN REP. Maxine Ber-
man, D-Southfleld, offered her view.

“We're not here to represent geo-
graphical boundaries. We're bere to
Tepresent people,” she sald.

“I don't know If my

Rep. Maxine Berman
keep 'em equal

portionment plan, named for the
former state electlons director ap-
polnted by the Supreme Court to
draw up new districts,

Freshman Rep. Gerald Law, R-

should be a factor. If you go out-
state, you'll find some representa-
tives have 16 or 16 townships and
several countics.”

Berman's distrlet includes two
citles: Southfield and Lathrup VIl-
lage. Prior to 1982, Southfield had
been aplit (nto districts represented
by Republican W.V. Brotherton of
Farmington and Democrat Joe
Forbes of Oak Park. Southfleld had
not had its “own” state rep since the
'60s,

‘When the Democratic caucus was
discussing redistricting, Berman
told the leaders she would nat ac-
cept “tearlng apart my city,” mean-
ing Southfleld. Under the new Dem-
ocratic redistrictlng plan, she would
pick up a few preelnets in Berkley
and keep Southfleld and Lathrup
Vlillage. 1t satisfied her,

NEVERTHELESS, Berman ad-
mits “mixed feelings about reappor-

Plymouth p, said the beauty
of the Apol plan is that it made com-
pact dlstricts, lumping almilar com-
munlties.

“People like scclog their Jocal
units of government no longer bro-
ken up,” Law sald. “It's harder to
represent a district that goes all
over the place.”

His predccessor was Roy Smith, a
Republlean from Sallne, a small
clty south of Ann Arbor. Smith's
pre-1982 district excluded Ann Ar-
bor clreting the university town to
plck up part of Plymouth Townshlp.
The other part of Plymouth Town-
shlp was represented by Tom
Brown, D-Westland,

Law gald many outstate Demo-
crats share his view, which s why
they, too, are cool toward redlistrict-
Ing.

“PEOPLE AREN'T concerned
many times about whether their
s a bt

tloning the L after only
two years. “I have not yet made a
commitment on my vote,” sho said.

*“1 have honest concerns,” she sald,
and llsted them:

@ Timing. Two Democradle state
scnators were recalled last month
for their vote on an income lax In-
crease, and the Senate passed SB 3
only hours after results of the sece
ond election became known. “The
public perceptlon is that It was re-
tribution rather than redolng what
was done wrong.”

® Malapportionment. The Apol
plan allowed a varlance of 20,000
persons, or 16 percent, between the
largest and smallest House districls
— “not aceeptable.”

@ Policy. The reapportlonment
issue has made the two partles ex-
tremely bltter loward each other, at
least on major ssues,

On the House side, John Bennett,

p or
Democrat. They're concerned about
‘whether they're city people or town-
ship people,” he said.

Law was Interviewed durlng a
holiday luncheon in his Capitol off-
ice. Almost as he was speaking, Enc

1 P
was malllng out an entire magazine
cdltion devoted to how townshlps
should resist annexation by citles.

Currently, Law's 38th House Dis-
trict Includes Plymouth and Plym-
outh Township, Northvlile and
Northville Townshlp and three-
fourths of the population of Cantan
Township — {lve communitics al-
most all of which are In Wayne
county. A small part of Northvllle Is
in Qakland County.

Under the new Democratle-spon-
sored redistrieting plan, Law would
lose part of Plymouth Township and
some of Canton Township and pick
up some of Northville, half of Novi
and all of Novl Township — seven
In two counties.

D-Redford, also was looking to a
promise and d the Dem-
ocratic caucus has mixed feellngs.
He summed 1t up: “The House s in
disarray. The Senate is a dlsaster.”

THE PARTIES have dlfferent
feelings about the 1982 Apol reap-

Even if districts under the Apol
plan are unequal in slze, Law said
many people prefer the compact
districts with residents of similar in-
terests — the kind of districts Apol

created.
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