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1s everybody happy?

It scemed that way last Tuesday af-
ter the Farmington Beard of Educa-
tion announced its mew policy on
“schools and rellgion” before about
200 spectators and a TV news camera
In the Farmtngton High School audl-
torium.

To be sure, one citizen sald he
thought the pollcy sounded like It
came from Soviet Ruusiz, but there
were few scrious complaints from the
audlence.

By contrast, parents and students
had turned out In force for a Nov. 8

the board’s policy during last
Tuoesdny's meoting.
\

.says, "F

‘'m sure the kids wili
respond to clear
direction and
oxpectations.’
~Lewis Schulman
superintendent of schools

schoal board meeting. The meeting
had quickly turned Into a sometimes-
bltter debate over the role religious
groups ahould play in the lives of pub-
lic school atudents.

Board members hoped that the pol-
icy — proposed but not yet adopted
— would be the last word on Campus
Life, the Christlan soclel group which
has created o controversy by trylng
to deljver its message in and around
North Farmington High School for
the past couple of years.

‘The policy says, in part, . , . that
school districts must be wholly neu-
tral In dealing with religious belicfs,
‘Therefore, while achools may teach
about religlon, schocls must not sup-
port or Introduce those p ures
1hat cither enhance, promote or inhlb-
it religlon.”

The four-paragraph policy was ac-
companied by a set of six “proce
dures” to help Implement it. .

spousor, nor suppart, any club or or-
ganlzation whose goals and actlvities
arc religious or anti-religlous in na-

Hills resident, spoaks in favor of | ture”

Ploase turn to Page 10

About 200 spectators showsd up at last Tuosday's Farmingt
um to hoar 1ho board’s naw policy on “rollglon and ochoola.”

s p@iicy: Farmington public schools are ‘wholly
neutral’ in dealing with religious beliefs
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City’s builders worry over development laws

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writor

Since the birth three years ago of the
Farmington Hills Economic Develop-
ment Corporatlon (EDC), more than
$47 million In tax-exempt bonds have
been issucd to ald commerclal and in-
dustrial development in the eity.

But If Washington legislators have

“their way, the clty's ability to flnance
cconomlc growth with EDC bonds will
be curtailed.

“There Is a lot of work golng on in
‘Washington,” said Robert McConnell,
the Hills EDC chalrman. ¥ ., . the
EDC may not continue beyond next

year.”

Despite his pleasure with the EDC's
accomplishments, McConnell's concern
stems from Washlngton's worries over
tbe federal government's growing defl-
cit. Some lawmakers want to recoup
what they fecl the government is losing
in fncome tax dollars on munlclpal
bonds, Tax-free municlpals are attrac-
tive because they rep A relative-

would pay only 7.5 percent Interest, for
example, compared to a current 11
percent rate, McConnell satd.

buslness offlcials may find the large
urban areas — where the tax-exempt

commercial/industrial tax base helps
balance the tax dollars spent on provid-

bonds may be -

EDC changes under In
Washingtdn may place bonding power
at the state level, where It would be
tled to the per capita income of a par-
Ucutar area,

In other words, McConnell sald, if
the state was allowed only a certaln
amount of tax-cxempt bondlng, larger
urban arcas such as Detrolt or Flint
would recelve the priority over suburbs
like Farmingion Hills,

1f Washington indeed changes the

EDC process, Farmington Hills may

have 3nly about $4 miltlon (n bond s
sues next year compared to this year's
$15 million. Beeause the EDC eurrently
1s committed to some of the 20 projects
now under conslderation, “we may
have committed everythlng we can in
bond Lssues,” McConnell sald,

1f changes come to pass, what Wash-
Ington In effect would be doing, McCon-
nell said, ts l:uklng financlng through

safe Investment, with a modest return
and no tax on Interest carned.
Designed under state law to stimu-

pt bon fve, But he
believes “It is a case of taking it out of
the lcft hand to put it inte the right
hand” because the amount of taxes the

late growth, pal devel-
opment corporations issue bonds to
finance or refinance the cost of com-
mercial or industrial projects,

Developers can flnance bulldings and
cquipment at rates lower than those of-
fered by commerelal lenders.

On a project {Inanced with a $10 mil-
llons bonding issue (an EDC's mazimum
for an individual project), the borrower

'L misses from the Interest
on tax-cxempt bonds §s “such a small
drap in the ocean,””

“I am very much afrald of the future
if this thing goes down," McConnell

. sald.“The way [t s now is a very freec,

competltive approach.”

Under the propased changes, howey-
ecr, the state's chances of attracting
busincss could be hurt because some

or slmply not to
thelr type of business.

Besides hurting the” state’s overall
economy, thé proposed changes,
McConnell sald, obviously would in
turn hurt Farmington Hills’ commer-
ﬁial/lnduslrlnl tax base and job mar-

et,

In lts three year history, the EDC has
alded, through its projects, In creating
$1,342,832 in tax reveaues annunlly to
the clty’s colfers, McConnell sald. The

ing the segment with city
services, he noted.

‘The EDC, he added, is shootlng to
push the commerclal/Industrial tax
base to at least 30 percent of the Hllls
total state equallzed valuatlon (SEV) in
the next year. This year, the commer-
clal tax base represented 28.9 percent
of the SEV.

ually important, however, are the
1,000-1,300 permanent jobs created
from the 12 projects which have
recelved EDC {lnancing. In addition,

during the constructlon of those proj-
cets, 600-1,000 construction jobs were
created, McConnell said.*We have a
need to create and build jobs,” he said,
adding that “it Is a shame in a way™
that there Is a possiblity the clty’s
bondihg abllity may soon be an element
of the past.

Any changes made in Washington in
the next few weeks, of course would

corner of Nine Mile and Farmington
roads.

Weatherford-Walker developers are
still working out teases for space In the
proposed center, which would boast a
41,000-square foot Farmer Jack super-
market, said City Manager Robert

adman.

also affect the future of s
new EDC, formed in this past summer
to finance a long-awaited and much-de-
bated shopping center on the southeast

“The (t pt) bonds won't be Is.
sued untll the project Is completed,”
Deadman sald, indicating constructlon
should begln sometime in the spring.

Good Samaritan gets traffic ticket

By Gary M. Cates
Wililam Casper
ataff writers

All's well that ends well.

At lcast, that's what two local good
Samarltans hope.

Bob Anderson of Plymouth and Lane
Wise of Livenia wish to avoid paying
for a apeeding ticket they' reccived
while trying to help & woman in dis-
tress last week, So far, the incident
hasn't settled well with elther man,

The two witnessed an assault at Five
Mille Road and Telegraph in Redford

. Townshlp Monday night.

““We were leaving a church basket-
ball game at Murphy High School,”
said the Rev. Anderson, youth minlster

at Firat Church of the Nazarene in
Farmington Hitls,

'We heard a car come Lo a serceche
ing halt on Five Mlle, At the time I re-
ally dldn't pay that much attention to
it. I looked at the car, but we contlnued
talklng.”

Anderson proceeded to get Into the
church's minlbus, white Wise got into
Anderson's car,

“We pulled up to the light at Five
Mlle and Telegraph. I was In the front.
1 was next to the car we heard coming
1o the screeching halt,” Anderson sald.

“1looked down Into the car and a guy
was attacklng the glrl that was driving.
She was blowlng the horn, trying to get
anybody's attention.”

AT THIS POINT, Anderson said, he

— e

oral quarrel

Private citlzens may bo passengers
on space shuttles “as soon as 1985,"
according to the Natlonal Acronautics
and Space Adminlstration (NASA),
which wlll begin sollciting applica.
tions early next year, A NASA spokes-
man sald prefercnce will be glven to
arilsts, writers, journellsts and olhers
who can convey the excitement of
what they sce In space,

Why would you be
a space observer?

‘Today's Oral Quarrel questlon is:

WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO BE
AN OBSERVER ON A SPACE
SHUTTLE?

“To answer thls quesilon, call 477-
5498. You have until 1 p.m. Friday to
respond. Please speak clearly, To see
hew your neighbors feel about this ls-
sue, look in Monday’s Farmington Ob-
server,
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got out of the bus and went back to get
Wise {rom Lhe car for help. Before the
two got back to the woman's car, the
man had taken off with the her purse
and ghe had driven off.

“This definitely was not a boyfriend/
girlfriend problem. He was beating her
and took off with her purse,” bie sald,

Instead of trying to catch the man on
foot, Andersen and Wisc decided to find
a phone to call the Redford police.

“We headed down Telegraph and
stopped at an Arby’s,” he sald.

A manager at the restaurant called
the pollee for the men because there
wasa't a public phone there.

*“The manager told us the pollce said
to get right down to the scene ln case
they nceded some witnesses.”

The two left the restauarant in An-
derson’s car and looped around on
Telegraph to head back to Five Mlle.

“As we were pulling around, an offi-
cer went flying by us without hls over-
head lights on. We figured he was head.
Ing to the scene,

“We jumped in behind the police car
because there wasn’t any trafilc on the
voad at this time.”

AS THEY drove toward Five Mile,
Anderson aald, they an un-
marked trafflc enforcement car in the
median.

“When we passed that guy I thought,
‘Oh boy, they're really taking this se-
rlous; they're sendlng two cars,”™ he
said.

The unmarked car pulled in behind
the men and turned on the flashers, .

“When I saw the flashers behind us 1
couldr’t belleve it. Lane (who was driv-

ing) said let's go ahead to the scene
since we're aimost there. Instead, we
pulled Into a parking lot and I jumped
out of the car.

“I ran back to the police car and told
the offlcer that we were the oncs who
had called about the assault. He told
me we weren't the ones that called.

“‘He sald, "You dldn’t call. So and so
at a certain address called,' I told him
to check with the manager at Arby's,
but he just kept writing the ticket,” An-
derson sald.

“He told me that we weren't an
emergency vehlcle, we were driving
too fast, and that they didn't nced our
help. The ofilcer said he was going to
glve us a break and only write the tick-
et for § mlles per hour over.

“I don’t know if the guy was In a bad
mood or what, but he wouldn't give an
inch.”

SINCE THEN, Anderson has con-
tacted radio atation WJR's “Call to Ac-
tlon" in hopes of having the ticket vold-

ed,

“Everybody’s always saylng cops
need help and to get involved. And.
when you de, you end up geiting a
apeeding ticket,” he said.

Redford traffic afficer, Cpl. John
Brodie, sald police do want people to
get involved and don't want this inci-
dent to scare off any potential witness.
3 to'any future crimes,

Brodle sald he Is invesigating the
maiter, and should he be able to con-
firm the story 1old by the two men, he
will ask the Distrlct Court to dismiss
the traffic charge.



