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Students still allowed
to talk albout religion

Contlnued from Pago 1

At a previous board meetlng, several
angry parents charged religious groups
such as Campus Lifc have no right ln or
ardund the public schools, The presence
of .such groups, they asserted, violate
the U.S. Constitution, which provides
for separation of church and state.

‘The parents accused North Farming-
ton princlpai Clayton Grabam and
other North teachers of supporting
Campus Lifc by allowing ts posters to
be placed on bulletin boards and by
weating lapel buttons advertlsing [ts
functlons.

One of the new procedurcs reads,
“Posters, lterature, advertising In
school publications and notices which
espouse, promote or advertise religious
bellefs or activities are not to be per-
mitied.

The board listened to statements and
answered questtons on the Campus Life
mmrovcrsy for aboul two hours Tues-

‘Kcrrh: Pridemore, a Campus Life
supporter, sald that the board “was
promotling one religion — secular
humanism — over another by eliminat-
ing freedom of cholee."

Neither was the new palicy pleasing
to Roy Larsen, who sald, “If this
doesn’t sound like Sovlet Russla, I don’t
kdow what does.” Later, Larson added,
"We're tn a learning atmosphere, and
we have some preity sharp young peo-
ple. Let's give them the chance.”

THE CAMPUS LIFE controversy
has affected the music program of
North Farmington, according ta twe
muembers of the school's choir,

Scnjor Heather MacKenzie told the
board that a recent directive allowed
only 30 pereent of the music {0 be “sea-
sonal” in the recent holiday perform-
ance,

"I fecl we're being reprimanded for
what's been golng on in the Campus
Life situation,” MacKenzie sald.

“Another choir member, senior Greg
Tellner, comfirmed the 30 percent sea-

sonal musle quota and added, “The mu-
slc lhcy want to cut out is very educa-

“l'd like to say that when most of
thls ts over, those who will suffer are
not the board or tho older gencration,
but the students,” Telikner sald.

Farmington anpcrin(cndenl of ld:ool

Identifled, sald, "Thcy always land on
thelr feet, don't they

He continued, "I ‘went to Dunckel's
concert the other.nlght. It was bland,
1t's gatten to the poln( that we're all so
sensltive that we're looklng for offense

Religious policy

Following is the policy intro-
duced at thiy week’s Farmington
School Board meeting relating to
religious  participation in the
schools.

‘The Farmington Public School Dis-
trict recognlzes that freedom of relig-
lon I3 a fundamental right decply
rooted in the American Conatitutional
system. While this right fa (Irmly en-
grained among our Constitutional

freedoms, 1t s not without limitation.
One such limitation Is the concept of
the separation between church and
state. N

This principle Indlcates that school
distriets must be wholly neutral in
dealing with religious. beliefs. There-
fore, while schools may teach about
religlon, schiools must not support or
introduce thase p: ures that el
ther enhance, promote or {nhibit re-

1iglon.
ll is impliclt ln the character of
American public education that the
tralnlng of our young people bo con-
ducted in an atmosphere in which
young people may assimilate a heri-
tage which is neither thelstlc or athe-
istle but, simply, clvic and patriotic.
Admintstration is hereby dlreeted
to develop appropriate procedures to
implement this policy.

when none is there.”

Lewis
by saylng, "“There's no such pcllcy." M-
ter Tellner’s statement, Schulman sald,
“The intent s not to set up a quota sys-
tem. The intent is to arrive at a bal-
anced program and to observe the fes-
tive nature of the holiday."

Suzanne Miller, a 1983 graduate of
North Farmington and a strong sup-
porter of Campus Life, asked the board
If the new policy would prohiblt stu-
dents from wearing religlous symbols
{lke crosses and Stara of David,

‘Told that it would not, Miller asked If

» the students would be permitted to

wear T-shlrts with Campus Life alo-
gans or emblems on them.

Answered trustee Susan Reanels,
who chalred a committee which stud-
fed the iuuc and drafted the policy, “E
think we've made it pretty clear that
the students have the right to express
themselves."

THE POLICY, which received its
“first readlng” at the meetlng last
Tuesday, will be studled further before
it is adopted, Rennels said.

“We do not adopt a policy on the
same night it s inltlally consldered,”
she said. “Final adoption will not be
consldered until we have a speclal
meeting of the board. We'll publlcize it
as well as we've publiclzed this one.”

Asked after the meeting to summar-
ize the district’s posltion on the Cam-
pus Life lssue and the new pqliwy.
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