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Pass the plates—they re hot items

By 8horry Kuhnn
stoft writer

T ONE TIME plates were some-
thing on which to serve food.
Today they are placed on
walls,

bough( and sold for megabucks.

When Harriet Dalaskey arrived at’
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
she was carrylng with her a plate val-
ucd at $4,000 and another worth $1,400.
She also brought dishes more withln the
realm of tinanclal possibllity for peo-

viewed as art and

DAN DEAN/statl photographor

Harrlet Dalaskey diaplays ona of the first collector plates made in
this country. Dating back to 1895, It is now worth $4,000
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ple with modest incomes.

A PICTURE of "Adoration of the
Magl” costs $50, a Norman Rockwell is
$25.50, and “Annle and Sandy™ Ls $19.

Dalaskey was on a public relations
trip for the Bradford Exchange, which
she described as “the only totally com-
puterized plate exchange in the coun-
try.” Buyers and scllers use the compa-
ny to exchange these limlted edition ar-
tistic dishes that should not be used for

food.

On the tip of her tongue was a wealth

of informatlon on the popularity of
plates and the history of plate collect-
ing.

*\¥OULD YOU BELIEVE there are
7.5 milllon plate collcctors in the
world, of whom 5.2 milllon reside in the
US." she sald. “This is the world’s
most traded art. Last year 600,000 new
coltectors jolned the ranks, More than
300 plate clubs have grown up across
the country.”

The reasons people cotlect, she add-
cd, arc pride of owning a plece of art,
potential investment growth and be-
cause {¢ is fun.

“The subjects deplcted on plates are
quite diverse,” she sald. “There is
something there for everyone.™ .

The history of plate collecting began
when a firm called Bing & Grondahl,

f * pbnhagen jumped In with a Chﬂstmns

plate, now trading at about $1,900. Up
until 1963, Nmited edition collector
plates were always Danlsh blue and
white. Then a French firm produced a
crystal plate.

That bmke the dam, and today it is
possible to buy plates made of such
substances as porcetaln, crystal,
bronze, alabaster, store, wood, pewter,
sliver and damascenc. Pictured on ihe

plates are a great range of pictures,
bulldlnn animals, birds, military ac-
tion, Christmas celebratlons, forelgn
lundscapu and people, tu name but a

’rhe Bradford Exchange works llke

- this. On lts computer system are the

names of people who wish to sell
plates. A buyer calls In and describes
‘what he wants.

“We match buyer and seller and act
as a clearing house,” said Delaskey, di-
rector of Bradford's trading floor. “We
¢!l the buyer what he may need to pay.
‘Then we cantact the seller.”

When the price is confirmed, the
buyer sends (n a check. The seller sends
the plate to Bradford.

“WE INSPECT the plate to make
sure it is what the buyer wants, and
that It Is In mint conditlon,” she sald,
“Then we send the check 1o the seller
and the ptate to the buyer. Once the

which i3 still in the business, p
a blue and white, limited cdlUur\ p)nlc
called “Behind the Frozen Window.”
The company broke the mbld and
stopped production of it. As a result
there arc only an estimated 400 of
these plates left.

It was one of thesc $4,000 plates
which Delaskey brought nlnng on her
interview.

THE BING & GRONDAHL monopo-
1y was broken in 1908 when Royal Co-

, It is accom-
panl:d hy a Bradlord Exchnnge guar-
ntee.

The Exchange, located In Chicago,
can be reached by calling 1-800-323-
B078 between 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
There is only one Farmington Hills
shop that Is reglstered with the Brad-
ford Exchange; The Yankee Peddler,
23905 Frecway Park Dr., In the Indus-
trial park west of Halsted between
Nine and 10 Mlle. The telephone num-
ber i5 478-7476.
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to give Seiko Quartz.

Quartz technology at its peak,
performance, rarefied to a seemingly
impossible thinness. Seiko Lassale,
the performing art of technology.
Come see our linc of Sciko and

Easy-To-Bulld our other fine jewelry during the
Kits or Ri Made holiday season.
from ¥21,85-175,00
. HWIINTRALDG SEWELERS
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Thoso loas expensive platos range in cost from $50 for tho Adora-
tion of the Magi {front) to $25.50 for the Norman Rockwall, to $18
for Annie and her dog S8andy.
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A distinctive collection of
fine gifts.

You'l find the perfect gift
for everyone, Including
the "lmpossible 1o shop
for” person.
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BUT — IF YOU CAN'T WAIT, COME TO
BROSE ELECTRICAL NOWI QUOIZEL
PETITE LAMPS ARE ON SALE!

A charming collection of nine styles, shapes and patterns, These lamps —
with hand blown, hand decorated glass — {eature a "“mood" light below and

172" high and are covered by Quolzel's Dome Replacement Pollcy —

(Inslde Goman's Gallery).
Phone: 353- 9884 » Open Dally 40 to 4; Monday, Thursday and Fiday ‘1 9.
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above. A 3-way switch lights top, bottom or both. Pelites are
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Lighting Fintures For Every Deco
Wicing Bvpelies And Light Bulds

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

37400 W. 7 MILE ACAD
LIVONIA, MI 4B152 » (313) 4642211
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