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Ceccato conducts Ravel, Debussy

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial writar

How many ways are there to dlvide four by two?
Most would be Inclined to assumo that thero ks
just one way to do it. Four divided by two equals
two, and that's it,
" "This is true enough, except that there Is more
than one way 1o spilt four items Into two sets of
two. In fact, there are three ways to do 50, if the
- order 13 to be disrcgarded.
£ - Whlle this is not meant to be a lecture on the
theory of permutations and combinations, the situa-
{-tion presented Itself in last week’s program of the
:Detrolt Symphony Orchestra.
The program featured four works — two by De-
bussy and two by Ravel. This s one way of aplitting
*the program, which was the eriginal way listed.
-+ Then came the realization that two of these com-
!.posltions are Spanlsh-criented ~ “Iberin,” from the
set “Images pour Orchestre” by Debussy, and “Rap-
~sadle Espagnole” by Ravel. This gave rise to a sec-
ond way to split the program which was the way
' actually chosen.
The “non-Spanish” second portlon consisted of the
“Prelude a l'apres-mldl d’'un Faunc™ by Debussy
* and “La Valse” by Rave),
Guest conductor was Aldo Ceccato, who served
a3 the music director of the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra from 1973 (2 1977,
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NEW YEAR’S EVE
Open Dining 5-8 p.m,
$15 per person

Appollzar, Soup, salad, vegetable, and potato,
Whon you have dinnor wilh us, we pay tha covor

New Yoar'a Evo Party seat early and pick up your
£ 1lckat botoro New Year'
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IT 1S ne secret that Ceccato was a controversial
1gure during bis tenure here as musie directer, and
many muslclans bave mixed feellngs about hlm.

Without attempting to take sides in this contro-
versy, thls latest perg;nmu(nm of his had several
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the was in

the openlng “Iberia.”

While the indlvidual musicians certalnly knew
thelr parts and played thelr notes dutifully and with
rhythmlc coordinatlon, there seemed to be an ab-
sence of view of the total score, There was a gener-

. al feeling of almlessncss with the Indlvidual parts
fatling to blend into the whole.

But things improved conslderably in the per-
formance of the other pleces, Ravel's “Rapsodie
Eapagnole” brought forth the Sj character of
the work. It could be sald that It was occasionally
100 controlled, but there was a good unlty of sound
and a much higher se¢nse of integration than evi-
denced In the "Iberia.” '

In the aecond portion of the promkn, Debussy's
short "Prelude a I'apres midl* sounded styllstically
authentle. In particular, principal flutist Ervin
Monroe should be commended for his excellent per-

formance. .

THE CLOSING work, Ravel's *La Valse,” has
been performed by the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra en numerous occaslons, the latest one being In
1981,
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Wednesdays & Fridays Fish Fry
ALL YOU CAN EAT!

Featuring: Batter fried cod, golden brown
French fries, tangy cole slaw
and fresh hot bread.
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Gather Together With Us!

- Our .
CHRISTMAS BUFFET. -
features:
Carved Roast Beef,
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and special desserts!
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