Joanna Pacula s Irina, a friond of tho three murdoer vic-
:’im: whose bodies are found in the park, in “Gorky
ark.”

the movies
Dan Greenberg

Moscow sets scene
for thriller done
in classic manner

“Gorky Park” Is good entertalnment, an exclilng, fast-paced de-
tective thriller cast in the old mold but pollshed with a new twist.
The sctting Is Moscow, the Russlan.

“Gorky Park”™ has all the of
movies. It opens with the discovery of three snow-covered corpses.
As usual: no clothes, no identification. The unusual twlst: no flnger-
tips, no faces. To prevent Identlfication, thelr faces have been
hacked off. 4

While that sounds gory, and the idea certatnly is, the fiiming Is
h:md;ed in such a way (brief takes) that it isn't s gross as it
sounds,

1f one can be offhanded about that sort of gore, plus seven other
murders, then “Gorky Park” is only moderately violent. Because
of cK(‘his violence, the film Is rated R. Its sexual component is
tnodest.

THE FILM IS primarlly a thriller about people. Undaunted by
shadowy threats from the KGB, the hero overcomes incredible
odds, extensive corruptlon and a suspiciously indifferent girl to
discover whedunit (and what they donc) in the best film-dctectlve
traditlon.

Naturally, the hero, militia (police} inspector Arkady Renko
(William Hurt), has a trusty sidekick, Pasha (Michae] Elphick). The
KGB Is led by the ominous Maj. Pribluda (Rikkl Fulton). Like all
good thrillers, “Gorky Park” has a chic! prosecutor, Iamskoy (Tan
Bannen), big money and a beautiful girl, Irina (Joanna Pacula),
who llnks all the elements.

Since this Is Moscow, the mysterlous “foreigners” are Amert-
cans, fur Importer Jack Osborne (Lee Marvin) and New York po-
ticeman William Klrwill (Brlan Dennchy).

In 1he golden age of Hollywood, Peter Lorre would have been
{eatured as the nasty lttle informer-blackmarketeer, Golodkin,
very well-played by Alexei Sayle in his flrst feature film. As a
matter of fact, the whote produetlon smacks of Dashiell Hammett
and Humphrey Bogart. The fresh, entertalning quality of “Gorky
Park” comes with an assist from V.1. Lenln,

The film may picture Moscow and Russian attitudes as Western
inlerests might have them, rather than as they really are, But
“Gorky Park™ does deplet the corrupt underside of Sovict society
not generally announced by Pravda. Its sharp dialogue is charac-
terized by the black humor of Eastern-European, anti-Soviet politi-
cal wit.

TIE OMINOUS, ever-present KGB threat also is evident as a
fact of Soviet life, one which leads to much of the film's tenslon
and excitement.

Certalnly the instant rebuff the producers recelved to thelr re-
quest to fitm In Moscow is ndicative of ofilcial Soviet displeasure,
The producers were undaunted and gathered sufflcient tnforma-
tion, photographs and artlfacts from Russia so that thelr on-toca-
tion shootlng in Finland and Sweden s highly realistle.

Michael Apted’s direction and Dennis Potter's screenplay con-
tinually propel the {lim forward, keeping the audlence on the edge
of the seat tensely awalting the next event.

One nice touch is the use of dialect. Rather than the cumber-
some, Russian-accented English, which might have turned out
comie, the forcign flavor is heightened with a classy but subdued
variety of British accents,

‘The constunt bass pounding of the musical score and the realis-
tic, richly detailed photography combine with Incisive dlalogue,
exeellent acting and direeting to make “Gorky Park™ an excitlng
two hours of film entertainment.

C P
Deteclive Arkady fienko (Willlam Hurt) snd Irina are
1hrown together in an offort to find the klllers.
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Robotrons rock, talk

The rock group Family Album isn't a lounge act but entortainment

" {1.5-6C,Ro-7BX0)3C

Ing In the alsles. From a hidden contral booth, the characters

for the kiddles at Chuck E. Cheese's Plzza Time Theatre in Claw- come 10 life. The use of ad I QY p
son. The trio, mado up of three robotrons, sings a mix of old and er programs and a P allows the op to spezk to the
ncw aongs, talke with the audionce and gots tho y 8 danc- gh robotrona.

Hall tours offered . \

New Year's Day hours for tours at Meadow
Brook Hall will be 1-5 p.m. on the Oakland Univer-
slty campus near Rochester.

Admmission for the New Year’s hall tour is $4
for adults. Senlor cltlzens are $3 and QU affilfates
and children under 13 are $2.

‘The historle 100-room mansien, Meadow Brook
Hall, was the home of Mrs. Matilda Dodge Wilson,
who donated one of the country’s Jargest parcels of
land and money for educatlonal purposes.

Knole Cottage, a six-room mini-manslon play-
house nestled in the woods near the hall, also wifl
be open for louring on New Year's Day, weather
permitting. Knole Cottage tours are 75 cents per

TI0N. .

For {urther Informatlon, eall 377-3140.

Meadow Brook Hall was completed in 1929 aL a
cost of $4 milllon. The kall contains original furn-

Ishings and art works,

7 Shalea Pan

Monday & Tuesday Nights
INFLATION FIGHTERS

$7.91 perperson
Featuring Petite FROG LEGS

{n! you can eat), cheese crock and crackers,
Soup, Salad, French Fries, Rolls & Batter,

Berving complate dinners trom
8 p.m. o 10 p.m.

Closod on Sundays
axcepl for Footbasi Sundays.
special occasions.

~

GIORGIO'S

L_!(_)UOR: yes, we have it.

WINE: an excellent list.

DINNER: Continental Cuisine.

NEW YEAR'SEVE
IN BIRMINGHAM

GIFT CERTIFICATES COMPLETE DINNER
AVAILABLE .P/u;,‘per couple, bolgecz.zl Cordoniu
or Frexinet! imporie ampacne
331 5?‘51]21;313}& ?{OAD and our e.\':;m’site pastry table,
o Ec.mwn Adoms & Opdyke Roads of course.
Open for Lunch at 11.a.m, Mon. thru Fri. s4Q00 XA
Open Bat. 512 Midnight
TOKYO
e “IM|I=GIORGIO'S
[
/===
. o, - Sat.
is now open 10an-1am for inquiries
Wolk b o Appolatment and reservations
With a Complete Menu. Sizzling Steaks, Italian e 540-7940

Dinners, S d, Hearty Sand and a
Children’s Menu,
Banquet Facilities available for
your holiday festivities.
29101 Greenficld

Y2 DIk, N, of 12 Mile
Southficld

Your Host: Harry Sulolii
Hrs.: 11:00 AD. - 10 P.M,

559-0270 —

wn and Women
across the street from Jacobren's
28341 Orchard Lk Rd. in the Greal Amencan Building
(Petwoen 12 & 13 Mtkg) .
Facmington Hills Valet Parking
553.2898 ~ —
Parking in Rear

280 N. Woodward

LOVEONGS.

fe happens every weeknighe,
from 7 cill midnighe.
All your favorite love songs,
all nighe long, on

L FM 104/WOMC ___

7

15,'\“‘1513? Iny
For

NEW YEAR'’S EVE!

* Specially selected New Year's Eve menu
until 1:00 a.m.

% Dinner from *11.95 Reservations taken
from 4:30 p.m. — Call 642-0100

* Live Entertainment, Dancing.
Favors — No Cover! -

“* Hotel Accommodations only *19.84 per
person, Includes Champagne Toast!
Call 644-1400

* New Year's Day Brunch .served 10-2
p.m., Dinners from 2 p.m.

Party

Begin 1984 with the best...Kingsley Inn!

K

Woodward at

Long Lake Road Bloomfield Hills
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