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There were four thick logs burn-
ing in the fire place, two on the
bottom of the grate and two more
placed crossways on the top,

“Wait till you sec this,” said the
reporter, who considerced himself
something of an expert on fires.,
He pulled the wreath down from
over the mantle. Needles raincd
Jromit.

“Ever seen a wreath burn?” he
asked his guests. “You're going to
love it.”

He placed the wreath on top of
the lops. Immediately, there was a
whirring and rushing of wind and
an explosion of white light as the
wreath {gnited. The logs were
burning briphtly, but they were
made invisible in the blinding light
Srom the wreath.

The roar of the wind bullt to a
crescendo as the flaming needles
and pine ofl sucked in oxygen.
Heat slammed fnto the room. The
guests oohed and ashed as. . . as
one of the top logs rolled forward
in the grate, just a few inches, but
cnough to pitch the wreath out of
the fireplace and into the room.

TWO GUESTS raced in panic
from the house. Another, cooler,
went for the phone. The reporter
qrabbed the poker and a shovel
and somehow, miraculously, was
able to wrestle the wreath back
into the fireplace. The room wos
Jilled with smoke.

Luckily, the front-room rug wos
Jireproof and barely smoldered.
Luckily, the wreath hadn’t toppled
Jrom its tenuous perch atop the
poker and shovel as he shoved it
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back into the fireplace. Luckily,
the wreath hadn't quite been at
Jull {gnition when it fell; the in-
stant it was back in the fireplace,
{t went as if it were nuclear, Pure
white light, a truly frightening
roar, and then, suddenly, silence.

The logs came back énto view; all
that was left of the wreath was its
u)irejra@e.

‘The reporter came close to being
one of those sad botlday storics that
make the headllnes and wire services
every year. You know Lhe oncs:
“Fiery Death at Christmas.”

‘There's a special, sad Irony when
tragedy follows celebration, when the
giving and sharing of Christmas turns
a day or two later Into terrihle loss.

“Christmas tree fires arc always
bad,” sald Barney Knorp, the Livonla
Hre chief slnce April and a 36-year
veteran of the Detrolt flre depart-
ment. *It's a much more Intense fire
than ordirary combustlbles. The en-
tire tree s consumed almost tnstan-
tancously, It's just a big ball of fire

Fires could occur
during yule season

with a very high concentration of heat
. . . It really feeds a flre.”

Christmas tree fires are horrible as
accidents, and they're often horrible
as planned paris of the boliday sea-
son. Many people chop up Lhelr trees
for the (lreplace — the blaze is excit-
Ing and the smell fantastic — or at
the least toss n a wreath or two,

Even if there are no rolling logs,
even Uf the wreath or tree doesn't
come out into the {ront room, there
can be disastrous results,

“Anybody in flre prevention will
tell you that (burning trees or wreaths
in a flreplace)} Is a bad practice,” add-
ed Knorp. “I've secn a lot of chimney
fires start that way . . . It’s a much
hotter fire with pine ncedles than
with regular logs. As a reault, it can
ignlte the soot and creosote that build

up [n the chimney. Or, there's the |

sparks flying out of the chimney,
which can Ignite the roof or some-
thing in the yard. Even the embers
from pine fires are intense.”

KNORP SAID that precautions
can be made to minimlze the risk of
fires. First, he sald, water that tree
three or four times a day, not once.
Make surc the tree s away from heat
duets; I it Isn't, move It, especially
now that Christmas-is over and the
tree [a drying out. Conslder taking the
tree down belore New Year's; don't
let It stay up til} mld-January.

Christmas tree lghts are always a
problem, The bulbs themsclves can
get hot, and wirlng can become
frayed, (Electric lights should never
g0 on metat irces; they can cause
electrocutlon or fire,) Lights should
always be turned oft when no one Is in
the room. When taking them off the
tree, cheek for frayed wires and
throw out those that are.

Don't let your home go up in smoke during the
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1t you insist on burning your tree or
a wreath, or even if you're having
regular log flres, Chlef Knorp recom-
mends a new type of fire extinguisher
known as Chem!lx, avallable in hard-
ware stores for about $8. If your flre
gets out of hand, or the cregsote in
your chimney ignites, the Chemfix
will put it out. It works something
lke a road flare, according to Knorp.
You pull the string, then toss it into
the flreplace, wood burning stove or
other source of fire.

“It robs the firc of its oxygen and
puts It right out,” said Knorp. “We've
used 1t several times and It works
very well. We recommend the home-
owner huy one or two for the season
and keep It right by the fire.”

say nary

JACK PIERCE, fire Inspector for
Southfleld, goes Knorp one better. Pi-
crce recommends not even burnlng
wrapping paper. “Though It's tempt-
ing, never toss the paper Into the fire-
place,” said Plerce. "It can result Ina
chimney flre.*

In addition to the tps offered by
Knorp, Pierce recommends;

@ If you use an artlfical tree, use
one that Is flame retardant.

# Keep menorshs or Christmas
candles well away from curtalns and
other flammables.

® Provide extra ash trayx for
guests, sturdy deep ones that are hard
to tp. And alter guests leave, check
Into erevices of furniture and under
cushions for elgarettes, which some-

times amoulder for hours before they
ignlte.

@ Have no more than three scis of
lights for every extenslon cord, If you
have four or more on one, go to the
store and buy another extension now,

@ Don't spray artlfictal snow on
angel halr. Though alone, nelther s
particularly hazardous, the dried
comblnatlon goes up in a hurry.

If you didn’t get a smoke detector
from Santa and still don't have one in
your house, get one. If after all your
precautlons, you stlll have a fire, at
least a smoke detector will tell you
about it toud and clear. You may not
save your new presents, or even your
house, but you wlll save the llves of
those in the house.

Holiday plants — festive but dangerous

What sometimes gets lost in the fuss over fire preven-
tlon at Christmas time is that many of the lovely plants
we use to decorate our homes for the holldays are ex-
tremely ~ even fatal, ding to officials at
Providence Hospltal, Southffeld.

Mistletoe, for example, Is fun to kiss under, but it’s bad
ncws in every other way. Even one of the small white
berries can be fatal for a child. The berries cause acute
stomach and bowel irritation, vomiting, diarrhea and res-

the plant requires immediate medical treatment at the
nearest emergency room.

Necdless to say, keep this and all holiday plants out of
the reach of children and pets.

‘The lcaves of the bolly plant are nothing to trifle with,
elther, though their ingestion is rarely fatal. Generally,
vomiting should be induced. Prompt hospital care is a
necessity,

‘The holly berries are worse. They can be toxtc to chil.

dren In amounts of 20 or more, with symptoms including

nausea, vomlting, abdominal pain and dtarrhea.

Jerusalem cherry plants arc pretty but, despite their
name, defioitely not edlble. The fruit is scarlet or yellow,
All parts of the plant are toxic and Include solanocapsine
and solarine, both cardlac depressants.

Symptons Include pausca, vomiting, diarrbica, head-
aches, blurred vision, mental dullness and peripheral pa-
ralysis. The plant is so toxic, in fact, that merely touching
the frult can cause der T for |
requires hospltal care; skin [rritations can be cured with

a thorough washing wlth soap and water.

As for the ublquitous polnsettia plant, perhagps It should

re the polsonsettia, Though not believed to be
fata), it can cause abdominal paln, diarrhea and Intense
vomiting. The milky sap of the plant can cause tempo-~
the eyes and dermatitis i

should be flushed with cool
water for five to 10 minutes lollowed by professional
care. Soap and water will take care of the dermatitis,

Haven merty — not a berry — Christmas,

L

RELIGIOUS COALITION for Abortion
Righis members are selllng tickets now to the per-
{formance of “Agnes of God,” which begins at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 15, in Birmingham Theater. The price
{s $16, same as at the box office, but these tickels
include an afterglow with actresses Peggy and
Susan Strasburg. The show fs about a Cathollc nun
who s having a baby. Reservations are taken by
Jean Zak, 651-B934.

AROUND THE CHRISTMAS tree at
Oak Hill Nursing Home there were gifts donated by
many area stares, Donating were: Hit or Mlss, Can-
toro Italian Dell of Livonla, A&P, Sanders,
Godmers Drug Store, Fashion Shoes and Grimes
Cleaners. Contacting the stores were Joanne Fal-
tenberg and Mary Mamot, voluateers at Oak Hill,

ALEXANDER HAMILTON Insurance
Ca, has stood by its motto “Someone In Here Cares”
since 1985, the beginning of their Christmas Com-
mittee. The purpase of the committee s to show
others that someone reslly cares. They help needy
famllles [n the tri-county area during the holiday
scason. Fund.ral held by the are

piratory and cardlac difficultles. Ingestion of any part of
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care and other support services to Individuala tn
thelr own home In both Oakland and Livingsion
County. Each member of the staff has been bonded
and Insured, and comes with tralning and experi-
ence In the health care fleld. Many of the services
are relmbursable through Medlicare or other medi-
cal Insurance and are avallable 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week, For more nformation, call Oak
HIll Care Center, 477-7373.

DR. PHILIP PETACHENKO, D.C., of
Farmington, hes been named to a natlonal panci
studylng effective methods of caring for accldent
related tnjuries, “The leaders of our profession are
currently involved in what you could call a vlnua}
idea o
auto and on-the-job Injuries,” Petachenko sald. “I
am particularly pleased to have been selected to be
part pf thia national effort since I belleve my pa-
tients will be the ultimate beneficiarics. On their
behalf I am happy to go anywhere in Lhls couniry to
exchange Ideas with others; to ahare and learn so 1
can know the most advanced methods and sclence

backed by donattons of other employees of the com-
pany. Some of the services they provide are: mit-
tens, scarves and hats to children; paylng past due
uttllty bills; gift certificates to toy atores, grocery
stores and food baskets, Proflts from their fund-
raisers from (he last threc years has been approxl-
mately $5,000, Because of the continued success,
they belleve that funds wilt be even greater In the
coming year.

SENATOR CARL LEVIN visited with Dr.
Don Powell of Farmington Hills, who was recently
honored for his outstanding leadership in the area
of health and fitness at the second annual Healthy
American Fltness Leaders Awards Congress, Pow-
cll was one of 10 men and women selected nation-
wide by the President’s Counell on Physlcal Fitness
and Sports, which warked in cooperation with All-
state Life Insurance Co. and the U.S. Jaycees.

MARLEEN MATEER of Wixom won a
Cabbage Patch doll from he Dick Purtan radlo
show, WCZY, for guessing what the decal was on
the doll’s dress. The doll was dellvered to herina
limousine at Mills Products in Farmington Hilla,

CARE CENTERS OF MICHIGAN an-
nounces the certificatlon of thelr Home Health
Agency. This comprehenslve program offers health

our p! has to olfer,” ha said.

KAREN MADANY, Susan McDonough and
Amy Skolnlk of Farmington Hills have been induct-
od Into membershlp In the Oakland University
Chapter of the Golden Key Natlonal Honor Soclety.
The soclety honors outstanding junior and senlor
students on the basls of scholarship, leadership and
participation In civie and social activitles In the
university and communlty.

For more information, students should contact
PBI Schools at 333-7453.

JULIE E. GREENBERG of Farmlngton
Hills has been awarded a $1,500 scholarship by the
Institute of Nuclear Power Operatlons (INPO), an-
nounced by Consumers Power Co. Julle is a junior
at the University of Michigan.

IN A DETROIT AREA first, WHYT 96

HIT-FM radlo, with the cooperation of WKBD-TV

Handsome nylon iuggoge with brass
hardware, vinyl trim, nylon zippers.
top rope handles and ID tags. The
large pullmans have wheels for easy
handling and the tote comes with @
convertible shouldet strap. Choose
yours in colors of navy or burgundy.
then head for the sunshine. 1500
units * in Luggage. all stores.

Shown

Carry-cn. 227 only 21.99.

26" pullman/wheels, only 34.99.
Not shown:

Tote, 15! only 10.99.

Gotment bag. 46 anly 29.99.
24" pullman, only 30.99.

28" pukman/wheels. only 40.99.

Lo ot @l ks

Channel 50, will be counting down the blggest hits
of 1983 In audlo and video live at Mr. Laff's
nightelub in Farmington Hllls, This is the flrat time
a New Year's Eve event bas ever been simuleast on
radlo and television in area history, You can catch
the excitement by tuning Into WHYT $8 HIT-FM
radlo and WKBD-TV Channct 50,




