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104th year!

Cross country ski
set for area parks

Marlha Westberg was the center of atlention last Friday as she
began her 104ih yeor of life surrounded by well-wishers in her
room ot Bolsford Hospital in Farmington Hills, She was born Dec.

23, 1880, in Stockholm, Sweden. She lives with her doughter-In-
law, Sophia Lindgren of Southficld.
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Phone fate awaits

Continued fram Page 1

was applled in May and added to in Oc-
tober. Instead, the rate increase witl be
dlstributed among various services
such as message rates, toll rates and
local rates, Spickler added.

“Depending on how they declded to
distribute It {the $182 milllon increase),
some things will go up and some things
will go down,” he sald. “But the net el
fect Is that Michigan Bell will have an
additional $182 million in revenue.”

A second factor affecting future tele-
phone rates is a Federal Communica-
tions Commissien proposal to reduce
over the hext flve years the cost of long

distance calls, which have been subsi-
dizing loeal service. For example,
about 40 percent of o $10 long-distance
cal) “bad nothing to do with praviding
Jong distance,” Splekler said. The ef-
fect of the FCC's proposed changes
would be to make “things cost what

they really cost.”

Under the FCC proposal, on which
actlon has been delayed untll Aprll, the
average eight-minute long-dist

On Jan. 1, Michigan, for example,
wlIl be dlvided into five arcas, stmilar
to the existlng area codes, Spickler
sald, While Bell wili still han-

call between Detroit and Chicago be-
tween 8 am. and 5 pm. would cost
$3.69, compared to a current $4.09, Ga-
briel sald.

Since Farmington Hills' and Farm-

dle the tocal serviee between Farming-
ton and Flint, once the calls cross the
boundaries another system, such as
Lexitel, will take over, he added.
Meanwhile, the U.S. Congress is con-
sldering abollshing the FCC plan and

ington's calls arc mostly Jong-dk
or out-of-zone calls, both citles could
save maney on these services,

But the FOC also has ruled that tele-
phone equipment must be depreclated
faster than has been the practice, Spic-
kler sald, so while long-distance rates
may drop, others may increase,

developlng its own proposal, Spickler
ld.

sald.

“All these factors combine to make
it hard to tell what will happen to
phone service and rates in the near fu-
ture,” he sald. "It s these things that
could ralse or Jower rates.”

With snow on the ground and a chif)
in the air, cross country skilng returns
to the Oankland County parks.

Durlng the winter menths, flve of the
nine Oakland County parka offer cross
country skilng. Four offer groomed,
marked tralls for sklers of all abllitles.

Independence Oaka County Park
near Clorkston provides a full range of

a heated

land County Parks and Rcereatlon
Commission wlll sponsor several spe-
clal skl events.

These includa cross country skling
for the blind at Glen Oaks every Satur-
day from Jan, 7to Feb. 48 Senlor Citi-
zon Ski Clinle, also at Glen Oaks, on
Jan. 10; and Mlchigan Blue Cross/Blue
Shield Cross Country Skl Races at

field Oaks on Jan. 21 and at In-

rental
arca with snacks avallable oo week-
ends, 2 warmlng shelter with fireplaces
and restrooms. .
Independence Oaks offers a 2.4-ki-

- fometer trail for novices, a 2.7-kilome-

ter trall for intermediate sklers and a
1.2-kilometer trafl for experts. For in-
formation on hours, trail conditions,
rentals, lessons or group rescrvatlons,
call 625-0877.

Glen Oaks Golf Course in Farming-
ton Hills has equlpment rentals, a
snack bar, warming arca and lessons

dependence Oaka Feb. 26.
For more informatlon on special ski
cvents, call 858-0906.

Beware of
phonies

When you receive a telephone call
from representatlves of a Detrolt area
jon asking for dona-

by ap 'or more

contact the Farmington Hills Parks
and Recreation Department at 474-
6115,

White Lake Oaks Golf Course ncar
Pantlac also offers a full range of rent-
al equipment. In additlon, the club-
house is open on weekends and week-
nights by arrangement. Call 698-2700.

Springfield Oaks Golf Courze near
Davisburg and Red Oaks Golf Course In
Madison Helghts offer open skitng dal-

police
tlons on behalf of the Farmlngton Hills
Pollce Department, bang up. 1's a pho-

ney.

The local department Is not afflilat-
od with or represented by the St. Clalr
Shores police association that bas been
calling both resldents and merchants
asking for donations, sald Chiel John
Nichols. .

Although this and most other simllar
organlzations are legal, thelr members

1y for those with their own eq
Tralls at Springficld Oaks are groomed
and marked.

The number for Springfield Oaks is
625-8133, Call Ed Burg at Madison
Heights Parks and 588-

P when claim-
ing they are collecting on behalf of the
Farmington Hills department, Nichols

said.
Both the Farmington Public Safety
Dx and F: Hills Fire

gzlm. for information on skling at Red
aks.
In addltion to open skitng, the Oak-

Department have been having the
same type of problem with the phoney
fund-raisers.

Redistricting decision delayed

The state Board of Education last
week postponed a declsion on the trans-
fer of Walled Lake school district prop-
erty to Farmington schools.

*1t was hauled off (the December 13-
14 agenda) at the last minute,” sald
state board secretary Lad Dom-
browskl. The board is walting for ad-
vice from the state attorney general's
offlce before making a decislon on the
transfer request, he sald,

The lssue Is expected to appear on
the state board's January 10-11 agenda,

The property transfer ls rcquested
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by resldents of Sectlon 6 of the Cily of
Farmlngton Hifts. Their petition was
denled by the Oakland Intermedlate
Schoo) Board [n September 1982 , but
the residents appeated the declston to
the state board.

After a hearing last March, hearlng
offlcer Raymand Godmer recommend-
ed the state board agree with the inter-
medlate board’s declsion. However, af-
ter “prellminary discusslon™ at Its July
13 meeting, the state board asked
Godmer to develop reasons that could
support the transfer to receive “both

aldes of the argument,” Dombrowskl
d

said.

AN AUG, 16 letter fram Godmer to
William Ralls, altorney for the Farm-
Ington residents, states the transfer
should be granted because the resldents
have expressed “complete dissatisfac-
tlon with the education programs of-
{fered (by Walled Lake).

“The geographlc location of the area
Indlcates that the transfcr would en-
hance the socio-economic, educatlonal
interests of the petitloners and their
chlldren by being placed In the (Farm-
Ington) distrlct,” Godmer stated.
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Merry
Christmas

As you wrap
up your
season of good
choer and good
frlonds, we fondly
otfer our hopos for a
very spaclal hollday,

indoed! May you
onjoy It to the fuflast!
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