Fatcon hitters issue challenge

By Chris McCosky
staff writor

to handle it. After graduating from
Livonla Churchill in 1980, where she
was a u:myw standout on the

As always, Livonia will be

the team to beat 1n the Western Lakes
Athletic Assoclation volleyball race
this year.

That sounds ‘sllly considering the
‘WLAA is only two years o}d.

team, O'Neill took
her tateats to Schwlcul( Communlty
College where she played for two years
and competed in the Natlonal Junior

College champlonships both years. In
1981, when was second in

less, Stevenson is this area's pcrennm

lengne barriers.

But Kim O'Nelll, llrst-ycnr varsity
coach at Farmington High, has
what many coaches may
wouldn't dare say out loud: O'Nelll
thinks her team can beat the mighty
Spartans thls year.

“We are hoping to. I think jt looks
pretty good,” she sald. *I really think
this is the year we can beat Stevensen,”

O'NEILL HAS coached the junlor
varsﬂy program at Farmington the
past three seasons under varsity coach
Ron Shortt, Shoru, a mdmr. was
tr
this year. Hurlwn was without a vol-
Ieyball coach, Shortt flgured 1t best not
1o coach at one school and teach at an-
other, and took the Hawks' volleyball

Job
That left the Falcon job open and
O'Nelll moved up. She is quite qualified

the natlon, O’Neill earncd the Best De-
fensive Player Award 1o the nallonal
tournam

en
Last year, O'Nelll played for Eastern
Michigan Unlversity. She hopes to earn
her bachelors degree in accounting
from EM.U. this year.
'l‘m really udtzd about this season.
This team Is really enthusiastic and
talented,” sho said.

LEADING THE FALCON talent pa-
rade are senlor captalns Laura Varty
and Jill Waterman. Both are very
strong hittera and keys to Lhe Falcon
offense,

Taira Twomey, another senlor, is the
Falcon premier setler.

No team winy without defense and
juniors Laura Spencer and rann
qunlewicv are the Falcons' defen-
slve specialisf

Another ]unlor. Jenny Wischmeys
has the potential, accordlng o O Neul.
to become the team’s best hitter.

Raiders eye title

Continuad from Pago 1

we have bulit our hitting up. We hope
we can use a little bit of both.”

Coach L 13 counting on junlor Suzette
Greenberg and  sophomore  Lalana
Shaw to add depth to the squad.
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“We have some outstanding special-
ist players who are really going to help
us. All 12 players‘on the roster will
help us. The good thing s that every-
body knows thelr role,” she sald.

Thelr role is to be champlons,

Seems casy enough to remember.

. *She’s o tall and very aggressive,”
she sald,

The Falcons have eight junlors, sev-
«n of whom played for O'Neill last year
on the JV, and three senlors on the
roster,

, “Hitting and serving are our best
:Lnnxﬁn sald O'Nelll. “Defense and
passing were the weaknesses last year.
1 think we have made improvements in
both areas year.”

. The Falcons began thelr scason Dec.
14 with & victory againat Novl, They
next play Wednesday,.Jan, 4 at home
against Northville. The big test comes
Monday, Jan. 9 as the Falcons host Ste-
venson,

FARMINGTON HARRISON

As much as Stevenson has been the
perennlal champlon of the arca, the
Hawks have been the perennial pu!h-
over.

‘Those push-over days may have end-
ed when coach Ron Shortt became the
head man at Harrison.

* think you have got to kcep an eye
out for Harrison thls year,” sald Plym-
outh Salem coach Jeanne Martin, “That
Ron Shortt really knows hls stuff. He is
an excellent coach, I think lerlum
will be the dark horse this year.”
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Harriton won all of three games last
year and finished dead last in both the
Western Lakes conference and the
Lakes Divislon. Shortt, thus, (st ex-

- pecting any miracles In hia flrst year,

“WE ARE looking pretty gaod. but
I'm not one to make predictions,

said, "1 think there will be lmpmva-
ment over last year, but it's hard to
Bay. Therd wiil be no champlonship this
year, that's pretty sure. I mean, I know
what I'm up against.”

Shortt sald he haa been pleased with
the performance of what he called his
“top elshl' players, Those top elght
players include six seniors: co-captains
Laurie . Ambrose and Carla Primo,
Deanfe Kool Karen Sklar, Kria Steven-
son and Anke Jeuttner, an exchange
atudent from Germany.

Also among tho top eight are junior
Colette Cashin and sophomare Jennlfer
Hughes,

Senlors Nancy Young and Kim Car-
decelz, along with Kim George should
also be contributors for the Hawks.

"We just might sneak up on some
teams aimply because Harrison has
been tho doormst of the Jeague for so
long,” Shortt sald.

The Hawks will open up thelr scason
Wednesday, Jan. 4 at Salem.
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+BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD al Square Lake Rd. . . 338-0803
*BIRMINGHAM: 10t TOWNSEND corner of Pierce . 844-5950
*LIVONIA/REDFORD; 14211 TELEGRAPH at Lhe Jel 34821
SMT,CLEMENS: 1216 S.GRATIOT *s mile north of 16 My, 481-3820
*EAST DETROIT: 2230t KELLY botween 8 and9 M1 . 778-7020
sANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW westof US 23 .. .. $73-9340
*FLINT: 4261 MILLER ncross from Ganasee Valley Matl . 313-732.5860
*ALPINE VALLEY: SKI AREA M-59 Miltord 7-1970
*SUGAR LOAF: SKI AREA 18 miles north clYlnvcrsoCnly 6!8 228-8700
sFARMINGTON RILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE AD. at 12 M| ...553-858%
+VISA *MASTER CARD *DINERS *AMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME
OPEN CVENINGS TIL 9, NEW YEARS EVE TIL 4, CLOSED NLW YEARS DAY




