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POTATO  POISONING:
Many readers have asked me
if potato eyes or sprouts are
poisonous. During the spring.
spuds in storage have a tend-
ency to send up sprouts, and
when left in a well-lighted
room they take on a greenish
cast. We don’t want to alarm
you. but potato sprouts, potato
tops  and greened portions of
the tubers are poisonous to
humans. since they contain an
alkaloid known as solanine. To
be on the safe side gouge out
the eyes of all old potatoes
before cooking and remove the
greened portions

Incidentally. if you've got
extra room in the garden, why
not grow a few of vour own
spuds? It only takes a few to
produce vourself a giant crop.
And you have often wondered
why vour potatoes turn black

Seed Bentgrass
In Moist Areas

Bentgrasses.

varieties of Agrostis. are espe-
cully well adapted to climates
with long rainy seasons or per-
sSistent mists. Such areas gen-
erally have an acid soil. too.
well tolerated by bentgrass
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after you cook them? This
order is known as “after cook-
ing darkening'* and is worse in
some years than others.
Kathadin is quite susceptible,
whereas Sebago is resistant
Alfter cooking darkening in no
way affects the nutritive
value or flavor of potatoes. so
if you can put up with the col-
or. forget about tryipg to use
chemical treatments.

MINIATURE ROSES: Home
gardeners heve developed a
real interest in growing the
dwarf or miniature rose. both
indoors and outdoors. These
plants are completely hardy
and will thrive in any well-
drained sofl, if there’s plenty
of sun. Miniature roses are
ideal for patio pots as well as
for borders of walks and edg-
ing of rose beds and perennial
borders. One thing they don’t
like is ~wet feet.” You can
even force them indoors for
winter blooms by digging up
the plants in Seplember. get-
ting a good soil ball on the
roots. Transplant into four pats
and keep them in a cool spot
during fall months. Then about
the first week in January
move the plant indoors.

Send me a sell-
addressed. stamped envelope
for a copy of my bulletin
“How to Grow Miniature Ro-
ses.” IU's full of good tips for

You.

GREEM THUMB CLINIC:
A reader writes: “Will it do
any harm to trim my ever-
green shrubs now? They have
young growth on them

Answer. [t's a good time to
trim or shear them. This
make the plants more dense
and compact. Most evergreens
can stand some pruning two or
three times during the season.
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THIS CHARMING GAZEBO provides pleasant pri-
vacy for autdoor estagaining or mere relaxing. Made of
sturdy, durable Certified Kiln-Dried redwood, this shelter
may be stained or pointed to match or contrast with ex-
isting garden structures, or left with no finish at all for a
notural weathered effect.

Beidwead anlen Cazeba

SINCE IT IS MADE of rot-resistant redwood, it can
be placed directly on the ground, or on c concrete or
brick patio, ond designer Graham W.S. Miller says no
foundation is necessory. Its “floor” can be grass, grav-
el, brick, or whatever you choose. If you build it yourself,
use aluminum ‘or hot-dipped galvanized nails to avoid
staining. You can purchase the required kiln-dried red-
wood at any lumber dealer.

Red Fescue Is Best
In Shaded Spots

AST LANSING

The turfgrass varieties best
adapted to a shaded lawn and
the reasons why other varie-
ties cannot survive under

shaded conditions have been
pinpointed by a Michigan State
University scientist.
Dr.James Beard. MSU turf-
grass researcher Penn-
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A major contribution to turf-
grass research was made by
Beard and his colleagues when
they discovered the actual
cause of grass death under
shaded conditions was not due
1o a lack of sunlight, as pre-
viousl{: believed. Their studies
show that the real cause is a
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for disease-producing microor-
ganisms, plus a lack of dis-
case-resistant varieties.

For cxample, permanent
loss of Kentucky bluegrass has
been caused by powdery mil-
dew which is severe under
shaded conditions.

Beard is currently working
with other scientists
velop new varieties that will
thrive when grown in the
shade. He says there is a defi-
nite need for this kind of varie-
ince about 23 of Michi-
> gan's turl acreage is under
some degree of shade.
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Landscape Architect
Planner, Not Planter

EAST LANSING

As spring arrives many

home owners can hardly wait

to begin flower planting. But

what about the design of your
landscape?

If you don't feel confident in
planning the landscape, per-
haps you need to talk with a
professional.

Joseph T. Cox, extension
specialist in landscape archi-
tecture at Michigan State
University, defines ““landscape
architect” as the professional
person who plans and designs

land spaces and the objects .

upon them for human use and
enjoyment."

Guidelines
Set For Sod

EAST LANSING
Sodding can give you a
weed-free “instant’ lawn that
can be established any time
from early spring until Sept. 1.
But there are some important
guidelines for establishing this
furf,

Michigan State University
scientists and specialists point
out. for example. that sod root-
ing is most rapid if the sod is
cut 'z to %3 thick. In other
words, harvested sod should
have only that much soil cling-
ing to the grass.

MSU studies have shown
that the underlying soit should
be moist when sed is laid. This
gives roots a better chance to
establish themselves quickly
and firmly.

Soil for sodding should be
prepared just as it is for seed-
ing.

gLa_\'ing sod on a subsoil
should be avoided because the
grass won't readily take root
and get established.

New Rule

The American Lumber
Standars Committee has an-
nounced the new standard
covering mainly framing lum-
ber and boards will go into ef-
fect Sept. 1. A six-month delay
was allowed for preparing new
grading rules and span tables

Contrary to popular thought,
the landeape architect is not
one who plants trees or bushes
or tells you how to take care of
them. Instead, he adapts the
land to fit the use you intend it
for. He aims at economy and
efficiency with maximum at-
tractiveness,

To do this, he makes use of
the existing land features-such
as natural drainage, bodies of
water and natural vegetation—
to arrange land areas for spe-
cial purposes. He may.intro-
duce’ a unique feature,such as
a multi-trunk tree or sculp-
tured lawn.

“CREATIVITY is one of the
most sought-after abilities of
the landscape architect.” says
Cox. *‘Without this. a plain,
ordinary property will remain
plain and ordinary and may
not function well even after it
has been developed.”

The landscape architect pre-
pares preliminary and alter-
nate plans for land areas to
make them as functional and
attractive as possible. Once he
has developed a plan that
meets his client's approval, he
makes detailed drawings. to
include grading, drainage, util-
ity layout, planting plan, road
details, construction and cost
estimates.

Also, he is responsible for
letting the contract to a con-
struction firm which will work
under his supervision.

On any project. Cox ex-
plains,the landscape architect
works with architects. engi-
neers, nurserymen, zoning
experts and other specialists.
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landscape architecture has
been practiced in the United
States for over a hundred
years, though its history goes
back more than 3.000 years.
Arranging the landscape to
meet man's needs for eco-
nomic use and for pleasant
surroundings has heen carried
on by the more highly devel-
oped civilizations for centu-
ries, Cox notes.

Examples of landscape ar-
chitects' work appear almost
everyday in parks, schoals.
subdivisions, shopping centers.
industrial centers, golf cours-
es, cemeteries and campuses
as well as on private proper-
ties.

The landscape architect's
ability is used by local. state
and national governments
More and more. sensitive indi-
vidual property owners seek
his help

Tulip Tips

It you have tulips blooming
this spring{and want them to
do well next year. don't cut the
stems and leaves off after the
flower is gone.

William Carlson. Michigan
State Univgrsity horticulturist
says that srems and leaves are
food sourcds for the bulb which
provides’ttie flower next year.
If you want color in your gar-
den after the tulips bloom, he
recommends planting annual
flowers between the tulips.
recommends planting - annual
flowers betwcen the tulips.

You'll only have to dig the
tulip bulbs ‘when they begin 1o
show inferfor flowers~or no
flowers at all.

\ou‘ car} plant mhp bulbs
any time from September to
early December. Just be sure
the weather is consistently

¥

cool enought so the bulbs won't -

start growing immediately.

If you feel that the wlips
don’talast Yong enough in the
spring. Cat{son suggests plant-
ing several,different varieties
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At last you can eliminate the
“block look” of a tite ceiling. The
tight-fitting, square edges and the
deeply embossed design give
Chandelier Ceilings a flowing ef-
fect of wall-to-wall beauty. You
get a handsome ceiling that is
noncombustible
. . and acoustical.
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