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BEGINNING OF END for Southfield High in the

of <h i baseball at Ford
Field in Livonio. Mike Brehmer, of Taylor Kennedy, slides

cross the plate as Southfield Catcher Chuck Petrillo
grabs the relay. The Eagles clipped the Joys in the open-
ing round. (Observer photo by Harry Mauthe).

l Observmg Sports

Amateur baseball ... and. for that matter. ama-
teur football. basketball and hockey ... have their
unsung heroes.

Where would most of the teams get the money
to purchase uniforms, pay officials. pay entry fees
and what have vou were it not for men and women
known as "sponsors’” or “backers.”

Putting a team into action these days costs a
fair hunk of cash.

Time was when a couple hundred dollars would
handle things nicely for a baseball team all summer.
No more.

The uniform bill alone exceeds that figure. Add
in the costly bats and balls and vou can see where
somebody has to dig deep into the purse strings to
take care of the bills

Most sponsors are small business men. like the
guy who runs the gas station down the street or
maybe a small printing or manufacturing plant

There are some who are in the real estate busi-
ness ... others who are merchants ... still others who
run bowling alleys

And then there’s the likes of Mike Adray, who
operates an appliance store down in Dearborn.

In our book Mike Adray has to be the No. 1 spon-
sor of kids teams in Greater Detroit.

He's had as many as eight or nine baseball
teams going every summer. He's backed kid football
teams and kid basketball teams. And some for
grownups as weil.

BUT THE YOUNGSTERS, boys of high school
age or early collegians. are his first love.

That's why Mike has taken over an entire league
this season ... a league which operates throughout
Michigan and is very close to the hearts of Observer
area sandlot enthusiasts.

For almost a decade, the Free Press has spon-
sored what probably has been the top amateur base-
ball league in the state.

Out of the program have come two winners --
one from Detroit and the other from outstate -- to go
to Johnstown. Pa.. for the All-American Boys cham-
pionships, which Michigan teams have terminated

Redford Township. guided by Bob Atkins, has
enjoyed some kind of a monopoly on the outstate
Free Press crown and has gone to Johnstown the last
three years like clockwork. One time Redford soared
all the way to the national finals.

‘The Free Press has decided not to back the
league this year because of other promotional ven-
tures.

When Adray heard that the league might be in
trouble, he stepped in.

“I'll sponsor it all.”” he said. "*Whatever the ex-
pense of running the Detroit and outstate programs --
(Livonia has its own league) - ['ll put up the
money." . . .

WE ASKED ADRAY what the cost might be.

“What difference does that make?" He laughed,
but you know he'll have to sell a few extra TV sets
and a few refrigerators.

‘I think this kids baseball is terrific. Whatever the
cost it's worth it to me. My wife sometimes hollers
at me ... says it's a waste of money. But. then when
we go down and watch the boys play or we go to
Johnstown, she’s as thrilled as anybody could be and
thanks me for doing what I do for the boys.”

There’ll be more than 40 teams playing in the

TRIBUTORSHIPS AVAILAB[E
DIs Detroit & Suburbs
A wonderful opportunity 1o be associated with professional sports.
Distributorships are now ovailable for the first fime on new patent-
ed, professiancl bockyard recreational units.
foatball, Baskelball, Volleyball, Badminton, Tetherboll
and several other games combined info one uni.

Mofionally adrertised. Purchase opprared thru natianol card. Professional sparts fig:

wres involved
Diibateriip may be ottoned fo o1 lox ov 3120090, complaely cormred by o

entory
Reprasentative will be n your orea i lass thon 10 doys

For appoiniment call (313) 5385071
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. daily

]
i
3

By GEORGE MASKIN |

Adray leagues this summer with seven scheduled to
begin play next week in the Greater Livonia loop
which takes in teams from Garden City to Livonia to
Redford Township to Plymouth to Farmington and
Southfield.

Just about anybody who has starred in prep
basebal! hereabouts this vear or in the last couple
performs in the circuit.

When the league champ is crowned. it moves on
to the state tourney with the winner going to Johns-
town.

*We have bigger and better plans on the docket
for next year,”* Adray was saying. **We are thinking
of expanding the number of games so that teams will
play maybe five nights instead of just three per
week.

“We would like to get into the American Base-
ball Congress tournament which is held in Battle
Creek ... and there are some other things which we
can’t lalk about no“

MIKE ADRAY" S I\TEREST in the teams and
the league he sponsors is se deep that often. he ad-
mits. he devotes more time to the baseball than he
does to the business of running his appliance store

Oh. sure. there’s a certain advertising factor
connected with Adray’s sponsorships. He probably
can utilize it as a legitimate expense.

“'But, that’s not what's important to me,"”
Adray.

“I'm not identifying my appliance busi-
ness with the new league. I don’t want anybody
to say I'm commercializing. 1 just want to help the
kids pla\ ball.

“After all, it's important that we do something
for the teenagers. Give them some extra outlets on
the sports field. We know from experience that those
who play baseball during the summer turn out to be
better students in the fall.”

says

Woman Finds Bowling -
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By W.W. EDGAR

At an age when most”}»omn
would be satisfied to 3it back
in a rocking chair andasvateh
the world go by Mrs: Jean
Hedges is having the time of
her life - bowling.

Seated in her cozy hdme in
West Point Trailer Park in
Garden City. she fondled five
trophies she won during the
past season and then. smiling-
ly, remarked.

“You know I didn't start
bowling until I was 67 years
old, so 1 think I'm doing pretty
good"'.

Pretty good?

She did much better than
team ‘mates many years her
junior and she has become one
of the most popular competi-
tors in four of the major bow)
ing establishments.

Stevenson
Wins Berth
OnAll-Stars

Five members of the league-
champion Livonia Stevenson
baseball team landed places on
the All-Inter-Lakes Conference
first-squad announced by the
coaches.

The Stevenson chowces -
cluded: second baseman Si
Rose and outfielder Bob 11~
cano. both voted as the
schoal’s most valuable players
on a team which captured the
loop crown for the second time
in three years.

Rose hit 415 and Ficano 431
during the season.

ALSO NAMED from Steven
son. were: shoristop Jim
Erom. third baseman Gary
Croskey- and pitcher Bob
Bialy.

Farmington High's Tony
Himmelspach, who sparkled as
a pitcher, third baseman and
outfielder, was picked on the
all-league team as an out-
fielder.

Stevenson came up with
three honorable mentions in
pitcher Mike Gee and outfield-
ers Jack Lucas and Steve
Kuhiman.

From Farmington the honor-
able mention list had catcher
Vie Forester and outficlders
Randy Ekerman and Paul
Kupferschmudt.

Lathrup placed two on the
honorable mention list-- out-
fielder Dave Singer and -
fielder Dick Dunn.

Mandich Tops

ANN ARBOR
All-American tight end Jim
Mandich was voted Michigan's
seniof athlete of 1969-70 by the
varsity letterwinners at Mich
gan. Two other outstanding
athletes were nominated. Ron
Rapper. two time Big Ten and
two-time NCAA parallel bars
champion and Rudy Tomja-
novich. All-American and all-
Big Ten in basketball

Western 1
Plans 9th
Golf Meet

Western Golf and Country
Club will host the first [nvita-
tional Golf Tournament n the
District this year on June 11 to
14, 1t will be Western's 9th
annual Invitational Tourna-
ment.

CAMPERS:
INSURE AND FINANCE
YOUR VEHICLES AT @

Thursday. Friday and Satur-
das’s competion will be match i
team best ball with Sunday's
finahists playing best ball
medal.

Many of the District’s finest
plasers will be among the 100
teams participating.

ically covered up ta ful value.

AUTO
RACING

Every Saturday Night

Loan

FLAT ROCK e, 100
SPEEDWAY o
1 Mile south of Flat Rock
Telegroph ot Newberg
FARMINGTON

2 BIG FEATURES 23334 Farmington Read
4767

3 Time Tricls 6:45 Race 8 p.m.
: Free Porking
Phone 782-2480

INSURE your vehicle with the new Outdoor Living Package
that offets broadet and better comprehensive and collision cov-
erage on owned, fented or borrowed motor homes, campers
and trailers. For example, camper units on pickup liucks insured
\ncough the Exchange are covered up to 5500 if awned by the
insured. Adduional coverage 10 insure full value can be pur-
chased from the Exchange. If tho camper, motor home or trader
1 borowed of rented for 30 days o less, the units are automal-

FINANCE your new recreational vehicle with AAA Member-
and save money, compated 1o usual bank rates. Available
at all 57 Auto Club offices, through a special atrangement with
several leading Michigan banks, MemberLoan is ane of the
most valuable benefits of Triple-A membership. MemberLoan
helps AAA members save money on cars, boais and snow-

WHERE YOU CAN LEAD THE WAY

Late Model Stocks (ATHRUP VILLAGE
os 026 Southfield Rood
P ot PLYAOUTH 3575300 WESTLAND
: FIGURE 8 Spectocular 798 Pennimon Avenue 34 South Wayne Rood
Adls $2.50 Children 612 $1 4535200 Hiov

MemberLife s underwritien by Michigan Life Insurance Co.

Datroit Automobile Inter-Tnzurance Exchangs Automabile Clab of Michigan

LiYOXIA
2415 Five Mile Road
427-5700

HERE I THE LIST of her
awards -

& Most improved bowler at
Cherry Hill lanes

o Bowled the high game
(191) in senior citizens league
a1 Town and Country Lanes.

® Trophy as member of the
championship team

® High single game (2191 at
Skare Lanes

o Pin for 500 series at
Cherry Hill

o Pin for 200 game at Gar-
den Lans

Now 72 years old-and count-
ing -~ Mrs. Hedges recalled
that she never had been in a
bowling establishment until
five years ago.
My husband and I were
invited by a brother-in-law to
g0 with him to Cherry Hill one
night - and we went”, she
said

“Everybody seemed to en-
joy bowling, so my husband
and I tried it

MRS. HEDGES CONFIDED
that she never had ambitions
to bow] - at least not regularly
- because of illness through the
years

“1 have suffered from a
heart aitment” she confided,
“and ane year the doctors took
a fot of water out of one of my
knees, So. 1 never expected to
knock oves many pins.”

Admitting that she was hav-
ing a terrible time trying to
follow the advice of the men
bowlers. “hold the ball the
way it feels the most comfort-
able”, she says she just didn't
feel comfortable.

“Then one day, I met Ann
Setlock, instructor at Garden
Lanes, and she took some

JUST STARTING to enjoy bowling is 72-year-old
Mrs. Jean Hedges of Garden City. She won five trophies

during the past season in her fifth year of

(Observer photo)

1-- At Age Of 72

pains with me until she had
me rolling the ball pretty
good."

With a sparkle in her eye.
this gracious lady of 72._re-
calied. -

**One day Ann called me and
invited me to bowl in a sym-
mer league with her”, ‘she
said. “and it was the biggest
thrill of my life. And I went.on
from there-- and am 1 having
fun?"

HER BIGGEST THRILL?

“That's easy to recall”, she
said.

‘I was bowling in the Ghr-
den League and doing pretty
good. but not paying too much
attention to my score. As I got
a strike in the last frame. [
suddenly heard an announce-
ment over the loud speaker «-

“Mrs. Hedgés, our 72-year
old member, has just bowled
her first 200 game. The whole
crowd stood and cheered. Uh
I'll never forget it”.

And don’t forget- she's 72
vears old-- and counting-- and
one of the most delightful per-
sons'vou ever could meet
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DUNE BUGGY KITS
CHASSIS SHORTENING

DON’S Sport Vehide Sales

NORTHVILLE °
i Dosz hé”\“ i)

thru AUG, 4
NEW CLUBHOUSE |
" Phone (313) 481000

22514 WEST G NILE - KE 3-07 1118

the fashion
store for

Father’s
Day
Sunday
June 21st

Work Clothes
for the
Big and Tall Man

BHXI M|

O Sport Coats fo Size 66
O Dress Pants o Size 66
0 Casual Pants 10 Size 66
[ Jackets to Size 86

0 Svits 1o Size 66

3 Dress Shints 1o Size 22
O Sports Shirts fo Size 22

we e e SIZE 1o F|T YOURS!
n CLOTHING »o FURNISHINGS

Make this your headquarters for Dad and Granddad

EXTRA-LONGS IN STOCK IN MOST ABOVE [TEMS
WHEN (N DOUBT ABOUT SIZE, GIVE HIM A SIMS GIFT CERTIFICATE

BOYS' HUSKY SIZES
A1 22074 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, Phone 274-5110

1706 FORT STREET, LINCOLN PARK

One block North of Southfield

Open Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 9:30 a.m. 1o 9 p.m
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. to 6

O Swim Trunks to size 60
O Walk Shors fo Size 60
€] Pojomas 1o Size H

] Robes to Size 4x

O Underweor to Size 66
O Belts 1o Size 66

O Socks fo Size 16

O3 Sweatshirts fo Size 58

(X ™M [S]

Downriver

Specialist in

sizes for all!

Father's
Day
Sunday
June 21st

CHARGE IT!

< Use Sims Flexible Charge
# or your BankAmericard
= Master Charge

= or Michigan Bankard

DUnkirk 1-1610
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