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On the turf a world record
holder was beaten by a whis-
ker for the richest purse in
Michigan history. while in the
stands 26494 patrons turned
1970°s Michigan Mile Day into
the greatest afternoon of pari-
mutuel wagering thoroughbred
racing ever has seen in this
state.

That was the record setting

atmosphere which prevailed
Saturday at the Detroit Race

Course in Live

nia as the fans

themselves tried to steal the
show from one of the finest
thoroughbred fields that ever
went to the post here.

They failed only because of

a hair-raising, head-to-head
stretch duel

between two

{

Only the early birds, who show up at Tiger Stad-;
ium, get a chance to see him in action.

He's there only when the Tigers are taking bat-
ting practice about an hour before game time.

He pitches to-Al Kaline, Willie Horton. Jimmy.
Northrup, Bill Freehan and all the rest...

They frequently sock his deliveries out of the

ball park. But Manager

Mayo Smith never comes

storming from the dugout tortake him out.

He’s the one pncher—wearmg a Tiger uniform—i
that Mayo doesn’t mind seeing getting belted around.;

The “he™ in particular is Ray Herbert, who
lives in Livonia and works for Montgomery Ward
there in the Wonderland Shopping Center.

In the summer, Hubert sells swimming pools;

the rest of the time he

signed to toys.

In his free moments/ when the Tigers are home,

“Herbert is one of the batting-practice pitchers.
s s e

IT'S QUITE A CHANGE for Herbert, who once;
pitched for the Tigers and can talk about a career of:
14 yvears in the major leagues.

He'd like to pitch in the Greater Livonia Class A:
League for a team like Wonderland Lanes or Hubert]

Realty. but there’s “'a waiting out™

period any man:

who’s been in the big leagues. must serve until he
can return to amateur baseball.

Herbert says the way will be cleared fot him to
pitch around Ford Field in Livonia next year.

But, he enjoys tossing these pitches to _lhe\Har-
tons, Kalines, Freehans, Stanleys, etc.

It keeps me in shape,” Herbert said the other
evening after he had completed his chores on the.

mound.

Often. he’s gone from the sta
somey

the game actually starts:
« around to see a few innings.

ium by the time‘
times. he sticks'

He's never quile certain what uniform he'll
wear. It just depends on what's

reaches the ball park
B

“I GET A KICK OUT of ming

*

4vailable when he

ling with the fel-

lows on the team and then going oyt there and pitch-,
ing to them.” Herbert declared.
To most batters he serves up

like curve balls.

fast balls. A fe\\i

“They like what I throw, becapse I get the ball
over — iwhich is the prime objective of a batting-

practice hurler) — and I put a little
ball. This gets them sharpened u|
they’ll face later in the game.

something on the
for the pitcher

|

Herbert used to grqan when he pitched and the
batter slammied the ball out of the
“Now I know I've done my j

something good to hit at.”

ark.
b...given the guy

Herbert's day or night anLger Stadlum usually

lasts around 15 minutes. He hasa

rubber-type arm.

He warms up for a few moments and he's ready.

Paul Foytack.

another ex-Tiger.

around to pitch to the batters.
Herbert. specializes in getting the pdll over. .

The Tigers have treated Herl
bowed out as a regular player.

“When they won the pennan
they took me to St. Louis with the

practice.” he said.

.

HERBERT DOESN'T think t!
his amateur status again next yedr it will stop him
from pitching batting practice for

While baseball still is very 1

always is
oo. Foytack. like

ert well since he

“two years ago,
m to pitch batting
at when he gains

he Tigers.
uch in Herbert's

thoughts, there’s another sport that interests him

. perhaps as much.
It's ice hockey.

“I'm now a director of the L
" Herbert declared.

sociation,

oy

plans cooking for teams in all the

son and lll let you (the Observer)

due time.”

Herbert knocked a story we d
about one team which played 40

games in one season?

vonia Hockey As-
e have some big
area for next sea-
know about it in

d here last winter
r 50 or was it 80

“That's not the true plcture af amateur hockey

for kids.”

Ray declared. ‘In most

cases, the sched-

ules are far more realistic. But lpt's wait until the
fall and we'll talk about it more."”
« e o.

HERBERT DID SAY that thel
man's le

works for an “older”

upwards of 30 to play hockey once

“That's where 1 come in,” he
out there playmg with some of my

e are plans in the
gue...for players
or twice a week. :
laughed. *T'll be
neighbors.”

'ﬂoekey, of course. is a flogrishing sport for

lly in a

whlch has built two magnificent

arenas.

It's still a sport which has no

y like Livonia
ndoor ice-skating
i

entered the high

school program, although there arp many who'd like

to see that happen.
But.

it'll take many more argnas like those m

Livonia before the schools can make it a[fu]l -fledged

event.

That's something which may

becoming a reality.

take a long time

'

champions. Fast Hilarious and
Figonero.

AFTER THOSE two horses
reached. the wire in front of
their seven rivals it took the
judges five minutes to deter-
mine from the official photo
that Mrs. Dorothy Rigney's
Fast Hilarious had triumphed
by a nose over Clement
Hirsch's Figonero.

' IThe atter had set the exist-
ing world record for this same
route of a mile and '3 last
Labor Day at Del Mar.

In contrast, Fast Hilarious,
knowa basically as a sprinter,
had won only once at a mile
and s, but that was in the
S100,000 American Derby at
Chicaga His pattern was the
same in both victories-go to

the froat immediately, build
up as big a lead as possible andy
then hang on to the best of his
ability during the thundering
charge of the stretch runners.

In the process of this climac-
tic race, and the nine which
accompanied it on the best
program of the year, records
fell as though they were being
shat at with a scatter gun

AMONG THE MEMORA-
BLE chapters written into
Michigan's thoroughbred rac-
mg history at the DRC Satur-
day were these: 2

i The l0-race pari-mutvel  of
hangle of $2.146.231 topped the
former high mark by a shade
over. $10.000. The old record
had’ been set on Mile Day in
1968, Saturday’s acticn marked

the ontv

46,000

gshot Wins To Uphold Mlle

te it tme the DRC has
gone over the $2 miflion mark.
track i Michigan
eder to do so

Both the gross Mile purse
E winning
owner’s shure of 31,900 were
all-time; highs for Michigan
racing. Previons record for a
winner was $81570. set in the

1957 Mile

and the

Thurston Unbeaten In Mack Play

Success has carried over--at
least. so far-from the high
school to the sandlot diamond
for coach Emil Majeski and
his Thurston High baseball
players
D\ﬁlyg the spring.campaign.
Thurston shared the title in the
Northwest Suburban League.

Now. competing almost in-
tact, in the Greater Livonia-
Connie Mack League, Thurston
was 3-0 going into this week's
action.

.. ’

TWO OF THE big reasons
for the Thurston start are
pitchers Steve Kreager and
John Munson.

Kreager has hurled a three-
hitter ‘and a one-hitter while
Munson has chalked up a shut-
out. ft was Kreager's one-hit
gem that blanked Garden City
West, 4-0.

He fanned 13. giving him 26
in two games, and walked
three.

Thurston scored once in the
fourth when Dennis Benedict

singled in Gordon Eszes. who

had walked and_moved from
first to third on a bunt.

In the fifth, Thurston scored
three times to put the game on
ice. Jobn King doubled, Mun-
son was safe on a fielder's
chaice, Eszes walked and Ben-
edict doubled.

Kreager had company in
chalking up  shutout victories
in Saturday night's Mack ac-

2

Warholak Uniroyal Tire
representing Redford Union
came up with a four-hit white-
washing job in beating North-
ville, 4-0. as Kirk Taglor. the
All-Observer 1970 pitching pick
along with Munson. wenl the
route.

Dave Martin knocked in two
runs for Warholak while Bill
Herbert singled in one and
Taylor scored the‘other on the
front end of a double steal
R.J. LaRoux had two hitters
for the winners.

ONE OF THE DAY'S fin-
est battles was between the
Livonia Optimists and B.J.
Raligan (Franklin High) with
the Optimists emrging a 1-0
winner.

Brian Dinsmore scattered
six hits for the winners to beat
Ron Nisun. whe allowed seven
safeties. Nisun fanned six. one
more than his rival.

e two pitched scoreless
ball until the last of the sev.
enth when Dick”Boehm Sin-
gled, went to setond on a $ac-
rifice and scored on Joe Kear-
ney's single.

Boehm had two hits for|the
winners. So did Doug Morels.

One game produced no win-
ner. Darkness forced the
Piymouth Optimists and
American Century (Steverison
High) to halt operations m‘lme
seventh with the score tie
33

Plymouth took a 2-1” lepd
when Ken Rocco doubled in
two runs. but American Cen-
tury came back with two more
in the mp of the seventh (o go
in front. 3-

Back came Plymouth to
beat the curfew and tied {the
game when Doug Nay singled.
went to third on a walk to Dan
Hees and an error and rushed
home when ‘Dave Hees
dropped a perfect squeeze
bunt.

John Owens pitched [for
Plymouth while the American
Century pitcher was Garls.)

GATES REAL ESTATE of
Plymou(h counted once m|lhe
sixth inning to- nip Chesley
Industries of Farmington, 5

Ron Wollum singled in Dale
Robinson with the deciding
run. Robinson was the wlnnlng
pitcher and beat Ross Patton,
who starred during the bigh
schoo! season for Catholic
League champ Our Lady of
Sorrows.

Paul Kupferschmidt deliv-
ered the big blow for Chcsl&y—
a two-run double.

‘Three hit pitching by Buh
Bialy { enabled Livonia's Hu-:
bert Healty to top Churchil), 4
2. Bialy fanned 10 and \\alked
tive.

All Hubert runs were scared
in the sixth inning when Randy
Hickerson and Steve Kulhman
singled. Jim Crom tripled.
Gary Croskei‘ walked and
Jerry Bochm's second single
chased in the winning run.

A two-tun single by Fendlet

was the key hit for the losers.
Tom's Service cashed seven
runs in the fourth inning and

MOVING UP in the final 50 yards to toke the lead
aftér losing #t a few strides éarlier, is Fast Hilaflods (
who went on to win the $100,000 added Mg\igun Hilly

*

Sandlot
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AMERICAN LEAGUE

Cherles fanires &
: Difanio v [y

Gates Heal Esial
Jan v tabere Neal
Cetemn i o

rden City Park, Games at

NATIONAL LEAGLE

THURSDAY -Northville Reel vs,
Tom's Service, Northuille: Plymouth
[

Cen
g uufu Sert armrgin:

3" Warholsk Ungoyal Tir
't dAIllame\nxu?) Tire,
SATURDAY-Sarhetak s Novi B
and V., Northville: Northviie Reel v+
Frankio, Franklin: Rovals vs. Garden
City Eaw, Ford Field: Keating 1o
American Century. Stesenvon; bl
oulh Fiks va. Tom Service. Beniey.
All games at 6 p.m

ADRAY LEAGUE
WEDNESDAY

o Nestiand v e

dea City rm Al games a1 € pm

edlo
FRIDAY-Hedtord vs. Northville
Reed, Northwille; Westland v, Garden
Cily Darin, Gardea City Pa m:
outh vs. Farmiagton Ilolcamb, Plym.
outh, An games at 6p.m_fubert, bye.
o 4 s IHoicomb,
Ford Pt Garden Cily Darin
vs. Hubert, hmi Field, ¥ W; Westland
o Plymeaih, bl mout, i pm,
Norheie feet,

CLASS A

WHONESDAY-tiarden Uity vs So-
per. Hubert v Wonder
3 p.m ; Northville

G
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Mo, §
DAY- \mmua Mott at Far-
mingon. 65
BAY-Farmington at Auburn
Ieights. * games, 1:36 p.m
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Area Athletes
Win Letters

Three agea trackmen were
ameng 32 Yreceiving varsity
letters as members of Western
Michigan's Mid-American Con-
ference championship squad.

Tom Elias, of Plymouth,
starred for the Broncos in the
shot put; Ken Jackson, of Li-
vonia Bentley was one of the
top hurdlers and Dave Evaul,
of Southfield High, sparkled in
the high jump.

went on to down Garden City
East, 10-2,
Gary Sobkiwak was the win-

~

ning pitcher. allowing three
hits. Pat Welch and Mickey
Crom ‘each had two hits for

of 11 w;
seore

i,

{ at the DRC.

Tom's which took advantage

to build up its huge

C. Figonero (6) at left, had the lead but fost it
and finished second. Pleasure Seeker (right) was a distant
third. (Observer photo by Vince Witek) -

!
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3. Fast Hilarious’ inning
time of 1:47 2/5 matched the
DRC track record for {he dist-
ance, the mark first) having
been set by Colandrito whe he

won the 69 Mile. While this is
one and a fifth seconds” off
Figonero's work recofd, the

DRC racing strip is n uconsir
dered as fast as the fdment-
like tracks ot Californig.
1. The wagering C
calledfthe “"big per!
which requires a bettor]
the one-two finishers
the fifth and sixth r
exact order paid the
price since mstituted
DRC. a whopping §7
¥ two fans had the
-6-1-10 combination.
And finally. tradition
stood the test of time. S|fce its
initial running in 1949. the'
Michigan Mite has sedn only
one favorite score a wictory,
and no thoroughbred efidr has
won the race twice. afthoigh
several great ones haveliiriéd.
VERNA LEA FARM'S No-
double. Mile winner in ‘B gver
the famed Damascus. pddithe
role of 1110 faveritejas he
came back to the DRC iposses-
sor of seven victofjes' in
$100.000 races and hailetf as the .
handicap champion of jihe 'na-
tion. He wound up fifth jbeaten
7'z lengths by the winner »
Even with all these
ments. the DRC’s sy
for the year seem fa
aver, Eight major stakds
purses ranging up to
remain to be run befi
curtain falls on the 90+
sun Aug. L. In particula)
holiday records may
the July 4 weekend.
For sheer brilliance,
ing. however. nothing i
to improve on the ‘70 Mjlk
Jockey Carlos Margj
Fast Hilarious out on
four lengths® down th
streteh with Figonel
Pleasure Seeker in clos}
suit. i
The Argentine-bred Figo-
nero. third in last yearfs Mile,
began eating up groundjbn the
far turn. pulled even a ;e top
of the stretch andjjeven
seemed to gain a head]adyan-
tage i
howevef came

mbine
ecta.’

to pick
n both
des in
blggesl
4t the
415.60.
brrect

i over

& rac.
Jikely
.

€2 had
ont by
Tback-
o and
st purt

Fast Hilarious. defving his
reputation as a sprinter. and

the t-vear-old Rignev coft had
his third victory in Seven
starts this year. o
Tt brought his career win-
nings to more than $340.000. *
Pleasure Secker was thifd and
King of the Castle fourth.

r

WOPTH

- GHANGING

- BanKs
* TO GEeT

9E

LIVONIA CHECKING

™)

i

|

. !

1. Simply maintain a minimum monthly 6. NO maintenance fees! -

balance of just $89. Just $99! 7. NO other sccounts are necessary to B

gw"u as many checks as you wam qualify! 3

REE! 8. Full fange of check styles, types and
3. Make as many deposits as you wam. cover

REE] 9. Fast [nfo uon now. Call 421-8200 L

4 Eny to-reconcile statement each Ynu wnl 99 LIVONIA CHECK |

month ... FREE hznginq banks to gett .
5. NO service charges! v

.Open Mon. thru Sat. “tit 4:30 P.M. . uIGUOPM Fri. !

LivonIa NATIONAL Bank

7 Dffices to Serve You/ Phone 421-8200/ Deposits maurl d up o 570 000 by F.D.1.C.




