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Strawberry

By BETTY FRANKEL

Strawberries are America’s
most popular small fruit.

They can be grown from
Alaska to Florida, and they
can be grown on almost any
kind of soil; providing the pro-
per variety is chosen.

The common cultivated
strawberries are derived from
wild species found growing on
the Pacific coasts of North and
South America and in the east-
ern part of North America.
These weré laken to Europe
and hybridized and later plants
were sent back to’ America
where still more hybrid varie-
ties were developed.

There are varieties that
bear their crop in Jumne and
there are so-called “everbear-
ing" which produce a succes-
sion of fruits from July or
August until frost,

Occasionally Alpine or ather
European species of strawber-
ries are grown. The fruits of
these are small but sweet and
the plants- make decorative
edging.

Although strawberries grow
on a wide variety of soils. the
ideal soil is a deep sandy or
gravelly loam overlaying a
substrata of moisture reten-

“tive soil. Good drainage is
important, and a soil well sup-
plied with organic material
will be soft and easy to work
and not subject to drying out.

STRAWBERRY plants are
usually set out in early spring.
but they may be planted in fall
if the plants are well mulched
before very cold weather ar-
rives. N

There are several systems
for growing strawberries.
They may be grown in “hills"
or in matted rows.” For hills
the plants are set 12 to 18
inches apart in rows spaced
two to three feet apart. All the
runners are removed as they
appear. leaving the original
plants to produce the crop of
berries which are of a superior
quality. This system is best
for “everbearing " varieties as
thev produce few runners.

With the matted row sys-
tem. the plants are set 1'z to
21: feet apart in the rows and
all the runners are allowed to
ovelop. Since this often re-
sults in overcrowding. a better
system is the “nafrow matted
row." Plants are set 18 inches
apart. The first runners are
turned along the tows four to
six inches from the parent
plant and later Tunners are
removed. making rows about a
foot wide.

The first season 'after plant-
1ng all blossoms' should be
removed so no fruit is formed
and sturdy plants iwill be de-
veloped !

Usually strawberries can
have two or three, seasons of
fruiting before they have to be
replanted.

WEEDING IS ONE of the
main chores duridg the first
growing season.| The bed
should be cullivated frequently
to eliminate the weeds while
they are still small. Excess
runners can be e removed
at this time. too. A thorough
\weeding in spring is needed
during the fruiting seasons.

1t is beneficial to water if
there is dry weather while the

* fruit is ripening. -An inch of
water per week is desirable.
Soil soakers of canvas or per-
forated plastic hose are a good
means of irrigating.

Watering seems more im-
portant for a big vield than
giving extra fertilizer. How-
ever on infertile sails it is ben-
eficial to use a complete chern-
ical fertilizer. Also nitrogen
may be applied in mid-August
10 stimulate production of buds
for the following season. Do
not apply nitrogen in the
spring as it is apt to result in
soft berries and rot.

Strawberries should be
mulched in winter with a layer
of straw spread two or three
inches thick. Put the straw on
after the first few hard frosts
but before the temperature
gets below 20 degrees. In the
spring part of the mulch is
raked off the plants and left in
the rows between the plants to
keep the berries clean and the
seedsdown. ° :

STRAWBERRIES are easily
propagated from young plants
formed in July on the runners.
These are_best if taken from
plants that have not been ak-
lowed to fruit the year the
runners are taken.

A swall pot of ‘soil can be
placed beneath the young plant
which will root in it and can
then be separated from the
parent plant. or the runners
can be pegged down or
weighted wiih a small stone
and the small plantlets rooted
in the soil of the garden bed.

In four-or five weeks the
young plants are ready to be
Severed frgm the parent plant
and transplanted to a new bed.

Strawberrics may aiso be
grown in a pot or box on a pa-
tio or window sill, or in a
tiered pyrathid in the garden.

They mdke a decorative
accent wher) grown in a barrel
and staggered rows of 2!
diameter hales 12 inches
are spaced [ip the sides of the
barrel

Elevate the barrel on bricks
and put a [two-mnch luver of
stones or rubble in the bettom.
Put a six-in¢h diamcter pipe or
cardboard tube in the center
and fill it with hroken bricks or

l&gﬂ‘:‘ener
The Favorite

From Flo‘ri(‘la To Alaska

coarse stones. Fill the barrel
with rich soil setting the plants
in the holes as the filling pro-
ceeds. Then remove the pipe.
leaving the brick or stone
core. .
A haif dozen plants can be
set around the top. Put in a
sunny spot sheltered {rom the
wind. Water -frequently
through the central core.
Ozard Beauty and Superiec-
tion are excellent everbearing
varieties. Blakemore is a fa-
vored extra early variety
Premier and Fairfax are popu-
lar early varieties, and Spar-
Kles is a good mid-season kind

son ivy two ways:
kill it.

But before you
either plan,

enthusiasts.

Leaflets
Then Let [t Be!

You can get along with poi-

Avoid it or

can follow

how Lo recognize the plant that
causes many hours of uncom- .
fortable itching for outdoor;

University of [llinois Exten-

Regardless of growing
habits, flowers, absence or
presence of berries, smooth
or jagged leaves, this one
choracteristic of a com-
pound with three leaflets as
shown sets poison ivy apart
from other plants.
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DAD AND A teenager cun
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with these prelinished hard-
buard planks.” Hull points out
Thev cun be right in style.
tao. because Marlite plank
comes in nudern colors and
high-tudelity woodgrains.”
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Special
$159%

Tub enclosure area
Cement lnstallotion

i 421-8882

CERAMIC TILE

RUDDY & BLANCHARD TILE CO.

L\

sion Agronomist Ellery Knake
warns that poison ivy has sev-
eral variable characteristics
that make the plant difficult to,
i And he uses. this
Leaflets three, let it

Each compound leaf consists
of three leaflets. Knake points
aut, bowever, that poison ivy
leaves may be dull or glossy,
and their length varies from;
1wo to four inches. Leaf édges’
may be smooth, toothed or
lebed--and such variations
may occur even on the spme.
plant.

Small, greenish-white flow:
ers appear on the plant ‘in
early spring, Knake says. And'

by late summer, the plants

often form clusters of waxy.
white berries. Not all plants-
produce berries, he points out.

Poison ivy may vine on
fences or trees, may sgroad

along the ground, or may ap- °

pear as an erect shrub.

AVOID POISON ivy if pos-
sible. But if it grows on.your
property and is a nuisance, use

an herbicide--often the safest

and easiest control.

‘Three,

Amitrole--sold as, Amino
Triamle, Weedazol and Poison
Ivy Killer~is the ideal treat-
ment for good. safe ‘control.
Treat small patches with an
“aerosol can.  ° X

Use a compressed air

sprayer to spray larger areas.
and follow label directions for
mixing the spray,
- Knake suggests applying
qmnrole anytime after early
spring growth when the leaves
have reached full size. Don't
wait until the leaves turn yel-
low, however.

You might consider a mix-
ture of 2,4-D and 245T if you
want lo kill brush and woody
plants where poison ivy grows.

.. With either chemical, Knake
stresses the importance of fol-
{gwing handling and applica-

ion directions on the' labels.
And Me says sprays should be
«applied when there's little wind
Jtd" cut the chance of other
plants being killed.
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" Fence Co
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NEW HUDSON  437.2074

[0 FREE ESTIMATES @ FREE DELIVERY|
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o TILE
® SHEET VINYL
Expertly Installed
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When painting small
pieces such as tables and
chairs. you might find your
basement workbench is an
invaluable aid. Place these
pieces upside down on the
bench and do the under-
neath surfaces first. Then
turn them right side up and
finish painting. A bench

22008 WEST 8 MILE ROAD
SOUTHFIELD, MICH.
353-4050

makes it easier to cover
each piece evenly with
paint and you’ll be able to
spot drips and missed
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Geranitms . ... .. 50c Michigan Peat . ... 63¢
Case of |4 or over ... 35 each - 501b. bag |
Petunias ...... sz‘ﬁi Assorted Outdooro”]. e

. eg.
Railroad Ties ... $4.00 FIonters - $1.00%c

up  PATENTED ROSE SALE

© SYCAMORES
* MAGNOLIAS,
(]

 TREES AND SHRUBS
o FLOWERING CRABS

* DOGWOOD
* MAPLES

and many ofhers to chooss from.
i "4

Coupon worth

$1.00 OFF on purchases of $10.00

$5.00 OFF on purchasesof $2‘5,4and Ove

Good only on 1

greens on presentation of coupon.

Valid Thursday,

51215 Ann Arbor Road \
At Napier Road (M-14)

PLYMOUTH — 453-2126

OPEN 9-5:30 Daily CLOSED SUNDAYS

rees, shrubs or ever-

Friday and Saturday
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4 x 7' Now
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© Cajun Pecan
© Winter Elm

o Englith Chesinut
o Coventry Birch
 Avocado Hickory

*Golden Walnut
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® Delacroix Walnut s Coloniol Pecan

4’ x 8" Now In subfl nod s ! " . . GUTTER
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- : ) “Featherlite”
Standard & Better PERMACLAD WHITE
INSTANT REDWOOD FENCING COMBINATION DOOR
Longth | 2x4 | 2x6 | 2x8 | 2x10] 2x12 ot Lowest :
© 1x8 Lace Tops $6.97 Ea. = __ T 50 | 105 | 1es | 210 | 2.8 Price Ever!
s s 3 s | $3Q9%
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Water Repellent Treated Horizontal Panels Wide Selection of lCaInn csc BuFr:d'l. Long lengths Available M76
- Just Arrived - 1/4" Thick SALE! ELECTRONIC SR
. N
VNV PANELING t sy ™ ki i
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$2.99

LUMBER CO., DiV.

" Open Mon., Tues., Wed, 9-6; Thur.,
Satyrday 8-5; Sunday 104

12222 Inkster ‘Road

Charge it on Michigan Bankard, Master Charge or Bank Americard

m.ga;KE 2_9037 —— :
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