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By W.W. EDGAR

Peering out of the v
his huge office at th
House of Correction,
Bannan pointed with
the vast acreage of
where some of the
were working and
smile of satisfaction. .

“‘Prison work syre has
changed since the ddy I got
into it,” he said. “Ig fact, I
have seen a complete ichange-~
and the end still isn’t i Sight{

“1t tock quite a phile to
convince some of the top offl-
cials that prisoners pti{i are
human beings and shojlid be
treated as such if w are to
do our job properly.” ‘

indow of
Detroit
upt. Bill
pride to
armland
risoners
miled 2

P

a2 5.

“IT'S A FAR cry
ald days when prisons
sent ‘down in the holg
tary confinement or
by the wrists and so
even horsewhipped.” i

Continuing the comparison,
he pointed out that it Jong had
been the custom to gear all the
prison rules to the’“tough™
guys, and every-one sbifered.

rom the
s were
in soli-

EE tied
metimes

Prisoners

“W¢ made many mistakes
in thase days,” he went on,
*'and dne of the worst was iso-
tating 'the prisoners. We kept
them from having contact with
the ouside world, never think.
ing that if we lived in China
for file years we'd act like
Chinamen

According to the Dehoco
chief, |the first big change
came when the new correc-
tions law was adopted in 1937,
Instead of concentrating un the
“‘lough'” guys. more time was
spent in a program to rehabili-
tate the inmates.

“This started the cycle the
other way," he went on. “and
now we have all sorts of ath-
letic programs and educationat
opportgnities. And just a few
weeks [ago. we graduated our
first class of womeén with high
school diplomas.™
_OVER THE years. Supt.
Bannay has earned the reputa-
tion of being one of the best
penal authorities in the coun-
try and a man who knows

wheredi he speaks.
In the comparatively short
time h has been the head man

uman, Big Bill Insists

at Dehoco. he has raised the
institution to fourth place in
the national rankings and has
his eyes focused on further
improvement “if they let me
alone."

Returning to, his desk Ban-
nan chuckled as he vecalled his
start in prison work.

“Back In the mid-20's, jobs
were hard to come by,” he
said, *‘and 1 took a position
with the Ypsilanti Reed Furni-
ture Co. Little did I think at
the time that the door was
opening to a career as a pris-
oner officlal.”

His dutie: the time: were
confined to cast accounting
and beokkeeping. This tvpe of
work. he explsined. got him
inside the wnllt at the Michi-

gan Reformalory at Jonia
where he took fa job as chief
clerk.

LATER ON he moved up to
ihe rank of deputy warden
and remained in thal post until
July 10, 1932, when he moved
over to Jackson as warden of
the big Southern Michigan
Prison,

PLAYING UNUSUAL ROLE -- Accustomed to dealing with human beings as
warden of Jackson Prison and now superintendent at the Detroit House of Correc
fion, Williom '(Bill) Baanon, finds himself in the role of o catetaker of Dehoco farm
stock that includes a herd of catile and a large sty of pigs. Asked to reduce the herd
and stys as a means of baloncing the City of Detroit budget, Bill is putting up a fight
fo keep his “pefs, claiming there are. many better ways to balance the budget.
(Observer photo by Vince Witek) :
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$2,500 Spree

Smile pretty for the camera-
man jand you might win a
shopping spree worth §2.500.

That's the invitation being
offerdd Observerland voungs-
ters who are 14 vears of age
and ypunger.

The invitation is being ex-
tendefl by Montgomery Ward's
Wondbrland store in coopera-
tion wfith the National Associa-
tion ¢f Department Store Pho-.
togrdph Studios who estab-
lished the contest in 1933

-ANY CHILD 4 or under is
eligible. Selection of the win-
ners [ will not be based on
beaufy alone, contest officials
said. | Personality and charac-
ter dppicted in the child's pho-
tograph will atso be taken-into
consideration

Arrangements for entering
can be made by contacting the

sernings record,

J[Es

N o w I COMPUTERIZED
+  PAYROLL SERVICE
PAYROLL FOR 20 EMPLOYEES
No hidden extrasi Includad ase: ches

o report, journ
1axable wages and W-2 statements.

i CALL 352-3533
REMOTE COMPUTER SERVICES
ivision of dota processing assistance, inc.

P.0.BOX 94 LATHRUP VILAGE

ONE PRICE!

ks,

i $I 000

Montgomery Ward Wonder-
land store's portrait studios

Entry photographs can be
taken anytime before Aug. 8.
Contest judges will include
radio-TV personalities Lorne
Greene, Merv Griffin and Gol-
die Hawn. '

New Location
For Dog Sh?w

‘The Pontiac Kennel {.’luh is
moving its annual summer all-
breed dog show and ohedience
trial 10 the country. !

‘The show “will be Sunday.
Aug. 16, at Lakewood Farms in
White Lake Township. The site
is on Bogie 'Lake Rd.. two
miles south of Highlund Road
(M-59). ]

The indoor polo stadium at
Lakewood will house the all-
day show. ]

For the last three years
the summer show has been at
Wisner Field in Pontiac. The
new location offers all-weather
show facilities and ample park-

ing. .

'%\'early 1400 dogs dre ex-
pected to be entered. Aboul 90
different breeds will be repre-
sented. Premium lists and en-
try forms are being prepared
by Bow Dog Show Organiza-
tion of Detroit, general super-
intendent for AKC licensed

show, and stilbbe mailed soon.

He-instituted many changes
at Jackson and was one of the
first wardens to permit prison-
ers outside the prison walls,
before he came to Dehoco in
1963

We started with a band, and
we used 1o go outside for con-
certs., This had a tendency to
make them better pri

It is his philosophy-- and he
is winning many followers—
that a vehabilitation program
is the main function of a
prison.

“[t gives the prisoner a
new outlook on life. and he
doesn’t leave here bitter.”” the
Dehoco chief added.

“There still are too many
coming back. but this just
proves that we still have a big
job to do. They aren’t veturn-
ing in the numbers they used
to.

ACCORDING TO Big Bill.
one of the main reasons prison-
ers come back is that the gen-
eral public hasn't tearned to
accept them.

“[ firmly believe that when
a man-or woman-has paid a
debt to society, their past
should not be held against
them. They deserve a chance
to go vight.

“And the general public had
better learn 1o accept them,

because we are turning out a
better person than ever.”

At this point he picked up a
picture from his desk. It was a
picture of the first graduating
class in the educational .pro-
gram co-sponsored by the
Plymouth Community School
District. : .

“There was a time {vhen
_something like this would'nave
been deemed impossible. fAnd.
don’t forgel, we're just Start-

ing.”
el "
SINCE BILL has’ beeft
Dehoco. he has ruled agaiest’
evection of any big walls and
has instituted a recreation
program that includes gardens
ing. Members of the Plytiiquti{!
Garden Club pay visits dring
the gardening season. arid the
prisoners” contacts with' thej
outside world agg tremendous. :
The only uﬁ that rumes‘
his feetings tK8Se .days is the,
fact that the Wavne County!
commissioners are atlempting
to send the overflow from the
County Jail tout 1o Dehoco--
by méans of leasing some of
the buildings. .
~lt won't work™

e points

out. “because they ave two

different types of prisane

and the law will not permit

their mixing.” .
He also is perturbed that the

Detroit Common Council, in a
plan to balance the budget, is
considering reducing the herd
of livestock on the farm and
even selling part of the tarm
itself.

“This farm is a seal asset’
Bill explained.” {1t heips 10
teach the prisoners work hab-
its something not many of
thein had when thev came
here. And they'll need these
habits when they leave.

“And the Conunen Couneil
wouldn't help the' hudger tuch
if they ordered all ot i coes
and pigs sold

‘The Dehoco Chiei chuekled
at the thought ot i

“WE'VE COME a tong vwar
in the tieatment of prisaneis
he conciuded. “und nstead ot
selling the favm und the jree
stock. we would do welt 1 ey

nd we'd itpoove penat
institutions a great deal. to. it
we cut them in size The wval
situation would be o house
population of B0 L 78 witfous
walls

“1f you happen o get sume
tough guvs. treal’ em tough
bul educate the otheis.”

With this philosuphs. Bl
Bannan has come a long was
too. since he took thit fist job
at lonia back in 1927

{HAROLD JULIAN, o United Auto Workers feader -
froml Farmington, was one of the throng of 2,800 who

got to meet Sen. Edward Kennedy when he appeared at

o fund-raiser in Southfield for Sen. Philip Hart {D-Mich.)
Hort's wife, Jone, is in the foreground. Julian was a 191h
Congressional District delegate to the 1948 Democratic
national convention. (Observer photo) .
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WESTLAND CENTER

Wayne at Warren Road

CHERRY HILL PLAZA
Cherey Hill at Inkstee Rd.

PANTY HOSE
‘IRREGULARS

38

PLASTIC TRASH
CAN LINERS

Reg. 3.97—3 Doys

7" TEFLON 11®
FRYING PAN

14
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SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 3 DAYS ONLY—THURS., FRI., SAT.
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LI'L GIRLS’ STRETCH
NYLON PLAY SHORTS

Our Reg. 1.97—3 Days

Flavac

99

MISSES’ COOL
SUMMER SHIRTS

" COMFY TOTER
FOR YOUR BABY |

" Reg. 288—13 Days '96

Weite plastc ottt
+ padded seat and bae
ap Ealds Baby up
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puak o b
2 97 Pards for dumiy tooks
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WONDERLAND CENTER" .
Plymouth at Middlebelt

Plaza

HVONIA MALL
7 Mile at Middlobet

FARMINGTON

45" DIA.
PLASTIC
WIMPOOL

Fey. ) 54~ 3 Doys

" "DECORATIVE

iR METAL SHELVES

Reg. 4.66—3 Days
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gol&blo, Roll and Butter......63¢

GRANDLAND

Shopping Cenfer

PLYMOUTH

Main at Ann Arbor Trail

TELE-CRAFT
Shopping Center

7 MILE

at Evergreen -



