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The Captain’s
Gray Horse

'
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HERE I8 a st.range tale of the

 night after a bloody: confitet, whea
the, horses of two opposing cavalry
regiments, hasling been but.carelessly

By ELLA F. MOSBY - °

picketed, broke ]ouse, and in the un-

certain light of the ;camp-fires agaln
engaged in a flerce stroggls, Scream-
ing, biting, charging with': desperate
courage, they renewed the conffct of
the| day, not aliowing themselves to
bé peparated wntil more than balf thelr
nghber lay dead .or; disabled on ‘the
0410, Whethé? fhls: B¢ t¥de.of not,
cértaln it s that the more intelligent
cilfalry bormes learn|to love the wild
edéitement and thrill jof war, and even
Tbe somewhat of the esprit de
<ofbs of thelr owners. My own mare
beéfutitul and spirited cresture—] have
offen seen tingle from:head to-foot at
e frit buglenote| of ts and
sdddles.” It would have taken a 6trong
héhd to bold her back,
. y story, however, 1s not af ber, bot
of our eaptain's - &, powerftl and
‘Béxy borse, the finest In our regiment
£4T. speed, bottom, braln and pluck
Despite an Imperturbably grave olr,
heé was éontitoally plasing tricks, es-
pécially.on the otber| horses.

The captaln was ajreserved and ap-
parently o lonely mad. His horse was,
tn fact, his anly Intimate friend, and
when in the second [year of. the war
the captaln was killpd—shot dead In
his. saddle while retyrning from ‘a re-
cannoitering_expeditipn—his gray fol:
lowed him to the grave.

I succeeded as captaln, add some-
how It seemed natuzal. that.I should
take care of the hors, though I never
rode him. He went fvith hig,old com-
pany, however, just the same. If he
were fagtened anywhére when we were
called to mount, he made such an awt
ful; row that I coulfin't stand (" 1
ended by letting him|go loose Just as
hl: master had doney he alwiys came
fnstantly at o certaln|whistle,.and wys
perrec(lr obedlent so|long as' you dld
not try to send himjback. At gverd
drill, on every march, he kept his old
place, or as near it &s possible. " One
night we were gotng {hrdugh a tangled
bitjof timber, hardly daring to breathe,
mnnh less speak, whep the gray threw
up:his head with a lqud snart. :

At once the whole| wood was alive
before us with men| firing an every
sife. In another mgment we should
bate been eurrounded and retreat im.
passma As it was, We barely eut onr
way out, the gray llt&rally fighting by
my side. A ghostly| sort of llght it
wag; the new moon (just up, and 14
the glmmering  light everything
shadowy and confused, menda] and

foes. horses and rldem‘, s |

By G—, the lust ?‘Jgnmln dld us a

good turn:" exclaimed one of the men
when we were falriy beyond shot.

“The ‘last captaln!! What do you
mean?’ I asked.

“Beg pardon, nothing slr. Oniy,"
Lealmtlng, “‘twas the captain's gray
g‘lve that cry; we'd been In, hend fore-
most, but for that!" i

shadosy rider upon the shadowy.£¥a%,i ™ ot of the earth. hammering

though, we were ‘all shadows In the}
tusky, halt-lit woad,
| 02 Sunday mornlng—the ¢ third
since the captnin's death—the grest
blme began. The smoké hung thick
over the fleld, the alr was stifiing with

e smell of gunpowder, aa at ¢ thun-
der storm In.a cheap theater, - Biightly
10 otir right w8 & hill from which the
enemy pouted hot and fast a ratn of
death,  We wm a8 yet protected
by the woods, though & ghastly fringe
;at the dead lay Wll.hon‘t the sheiter.
All st once I saw:a rider detach him-
elf from a group still farther to our
left, and ride at R gallop toward ux
He rode straight {to. obt colonel, sa-
Iuted, sald n few vrords, saluted agaln,
and rode back, not perdeptibly the
faster because he was tire living target
for a hundred rifigs.

-Qur colomel turried to ux: “We ‘must

‘take those guns, boye, After weé luw

these woods you csunot Mear any or
dera, but there 1s ho need. That's oll.
Take the guns!” |
There wis a whirl, 4 plunge, & ﬂlsh
forword. I .remember my mare gave
2 wild gnort of joy as she rushed on,
and that the gras was abreast. Ve
were fn the midst of 1t Ingtantly,
There was a cry.of “Close up ranks!"
a geream, another. gap. we closed up,
and ogeln and again wide rents were
torn asunder as we went on, and agaln
closed. Suddenly ‘my own mare was
down. T clutched at the floating mane
of the gray that loomed above me, aud
wﬂs up agalp; but somehody else had
drawn refn. The lne wavered, was on
the verge of wheeling In ‘blind, hope-
less panle Uefore the face of death,
when, all at once, the gray harse
threw his head In air, uttered z loud,
plereing nelgh, llke a flerce challenge,
aod dashed on with the fury of &
whirlwind. The others followed with
ne mad lmpulse, fo which I was borne
on, striking 53
With my saber at evers opposing fig-
ure, but hardly with consclous inten.
tions; and the next moment I was over
the low earthworks, among the guns.
My comrades—all who were left—were
close behind me, and the hill was ours!
| It 1s sald that this charge wes the
turning-polnt of the whole battle. ]
was promoted for bravery on the feld,
and for ‘m while, at least, counted a
héro. Yet, so far es any purpose of
mine or any voluntary action was con-
certed, why, I knew no-more than: the

‘deadl No more than the dead? Pen

haps pot as much.-

How Indrqns “Explain
Formation of Canyon
i An Indian legend says that the

Grand canyon ¢ Colorado was made
{ngle-handed by Pack-ltha-a-wl, who

ltive. The knlfe he thrust deep Into

‘untll the -canyop . was formed. the
 Famlly Herald says. Another legend
Bays that -there {was, o great chief
:who mourned the death of hls wife
yTavwoats. One' of the Indlan gods
‘cants to him end told hiin bls wife
was In a happler ;| luxd and offered to

take bim there that he might gee. for
hiaiself {t upon h.ll return, e would
¢eake to mourn.i ‘The great chief
pronisid  Then |Tavwoats made n
mn through the mountaips. Then
ha rofled a. river| Into the gorge so
broad .and niging that 3t would en-
SUIf Roy that tight attempt to enter

eredy.
i

- How:Race Has Advanced

Zumwhm and. yhare and e how
ad the buman race develop from
some ‘more or leas apeitke ancegtry?
;. Thia Ln the most important of. the ques-
“ﬁ&nt Whlch ‘anthropologists re Hdek-:
Ing. 1o angwer. /Because most .of the
“anthregiold apes of today are fshabit:
ants of Africs, savents have held that
Africa was the scene of man's emer
geace from darkuess and the realm of
brates. Recent discoveries have tend-
ed to strengthen thiy assumption.
‘Nevertheless there Is reason In the ar-
gument of those who stlll hold that
ceatral Asla wag “the cmdle of the
human race.” !

The plateau of Iran was long given
the honor. Now, however, scientists
are looking farther east and ‘are cast-
ing very Inquisitive eyes in the dl-
rection of the Desert of Gohl.—Cleve
lend Plaln Dealer,

GLE
GOL.

‘How Characters Grow

Two of the mast. remarkable In-
stances In fictlon where o character
hos gradually galned his maker's re-
spect and affection may be seen in Mr,
Plekwiek and Dick Swiveller; com-
pare the unpromising first appearance
of these men with thelr development.
Dickens could not have imagined un
sueh growth In grace when he con-
ceived of these charncters; thes won
Alg heart In spite of himself. Clyde
Fitch uged to say that he would be
gin 4 play with o perfectly definlte ides
of what §ls characters were to be and
to d0; and then the charactera woul
laﬂ.lt on behaving In a totally differ-
ent fachion and he was forced; I pit:
of himself, to obey and follow, rathe;
thap! bave bis own way with them— =

wfmim Lyon Phelps In Scﬂbnera
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FA New and ‘Di;tihctively, ‘Diﬁe;é‘r;t Subur-
.ba.n Development at the 'Junctii’;n of Or
chard Lake Road and 'the Thirteen Mile
" Road. Restricted. ‘
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¥ CLUB

A Strictly Private Family Club for Yotng’

‘Americans of Character and Standmg :

Great .%Lakes Land @orp

|

1903 Washington Blvd Bldg ” Detroxt

Cadlllac 5660
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