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Fighting snow
is no big deal
for road crews

By Joanne Mallszawskl
sl writer

Desplte the record-setting cold tem-
peratures and more than 20 Enches of
snow s0 far this winter, both Farming-
ton and Farmington Hilla officlals are
reporting few, if any, provlems In keep-
ing up with Oid Man Winter,

“We have had po undue prodlems
this winter,” sald Earl Blllings, direce
tor of Farmingion's public works de-
partment. “It has becn a normal win-
ter.”

Until midnight Dec. 28, 23.1 Inches of
300w had fallen so far this winter, said
a spokesman with the Natlonal Weath-
er Service at Detrolt Metropolitan Afr-
port. While “cverything is relatlye,”
the spokesman sald that the normael
snowfall average for the area is about
40 [nches, Last year, the Detroit area
had 20 inches of snow and the year be-
fore 74 Inches.

But even with the mounds of 8DOW,
the below-freezing temperatures of
Christmas weck caught just about cv-
cryone's attentlon. On Christmas day,
wilk a temperature of mlnus 10, the
windchi} dipped to minus 58,

“ON THOSE four days (Dec. 23, 24,
25, and 28) we set records,” the Natlon-
al Weather Service spokesman sald,
udditg-the average temperatures for
those days was minus 9, minus 9, minusy
10 and minus 8, respectlvely. “That |a
rather unosunl,”

Even with those cold days, Billlngs
sald, “there were no adverse coadltions
with the water and sewer (llnes). We
have been fortunate. There have been
no main breaks,”

Farmington Hllla has been a little
less fortunate and had “z pumber of
{water maln) breaks In a number of
arcas of the clty,” sald Thomas Bizscll,
Farmington Hllls director of public
services, Because sewer lines generally
are 10-15 fect below the surface, fow
ever freeze, he added.

But with more snowfall this year al-
ready then all of last winter, both cit-
fes’ road «rews have been working
overtlm: partcularly on days such as
last Weducsday when It waa difficult to
keep up with the weather.

“Last night, we worked the crews
Into the evening — 10-11 pam. — they
went back home and were back at 5
a.m.,” Blasell sald, )

Dennis Pagot, Oskland County Road
Commission spokesman, sald county
crews also have been working a lot of

! overtime to keep up with the snowfall.

"It was unusual in that jt was a long
duration snow fall,” Pagot sald, refer-
ring to last Wednedday® snowstorm. By
the tima a crew plowed and salted o
thoroughfare It was time to start afl
over again because of the contloual
heavy snowfall.

BECAUSE IT s sttll too early to
determine how much salt county road
crews have used this year, Pagot says
figures are unavallable. But unlike sev-
eral years ago when the county’s atock-
plles were low to start with, this year
"there are 1o troubles.” The county
now has “two-thirds of a winter's
nc::s" ln;ﬁ" f;ugot sald.

eanwhile, Farmington Hllls road
crews have used about 500 tons of salt
80 far, “That Is a lot more than last
year,” said Walt Keroulac, department
of public works superintendent. “The
average ia about 2,000 tona,*

While salt belps to melt Ice on road-
ways, it cannot be used when the tem-
perature falls below 20 degrees, Biasell
sald. During the cold temperntures
Christmas week, city crews used a sand
mixture that although it does not melt
fee at least provides motorists with
some traction.

While Farmington and Farmington
Hills crews are of course responsible
for plowing and salting.city roads and
subdivislons, Oakland County is respon-

A new
resolve

With the dawning of
a new year we all
have a chance to
pause and make re-
solves in hopes of
better times ahead.
Wo take this spaco
to wish our reader-
ship. all the best in
the coming year and
hope that you stick
to your resolves and
that your wishes
come true,

Resolve for New Year:
Make cable users happy

By Joanno Maliszowek!
otatf writor

has laid cable lnes) clarifieation,”
said,

Residents In less densely populated
0 kave d

“The will review it and
make a decislon on what is best for the
" she said,

Wl a
MetroVislon $200-3800 installation fee
will recelve personal Ieiters from the
S T Oakland Cable Consortl-

Pleaso turn to Pago 8
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Making the best of it

TOM BAEA/atalt phatographee

Thot's what Lisa and Tom Lekovish were trylng to do during the

carly-winter onsiaught as thoy fook roapite on the top of Shiawas-
sco hill and watched thelr children enjoy the snow.

um {§WOCC) once offlcials reach a de-
clslon settling the dispute.

SWOCC officlals will make a decl-
slon on the ayatems cozfiguration, sald
Lark Samouellan, SWOCC executive di-
rector.

SWOCC offlcials are expected o ra

ALTHOUGH A meeting had been
scheduled for Jan. 10, Samouellan sald,
1t will have to be rescheduled because
some SWOCC members are unable to
attend and Horn kas not yet completed
hiastudy. .

The dispute, made public by angry
resldents in Farmington Hills' Power
and 11 Mile neighborhood in early Oc-
tober, who will pay for the [n.

view the results of a study
being di by the s

of cable and whether somo

¥
consultant, Harold Horn, and make a

resldents In the jeas-populated peigh-
of the tri-city area

declalon by mid-Jan
sald. il

“The commission will review It and
make a declalon on what is best for the
community,” she added.

Horn's study will cover whether
MetroVislon haa lived up 1o requlre-
ments included in the cable television
ordinance adopted by Novi, Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills. The consult-
ant is waiting for “additional map
{showlng where MctroVision plans or

will get cable at all.

Under MetroVision's “line extension
policy,” customers may be charged for
cable Installation in areas shich have
fewer than 30 houses [n a lincar mile,

In October after at least 20 residents
attended a Farmington Hills City Coun-
il meeting protesting the installation
fees, councll members pledged thelr
support for the potentizl cable sub-
scribers.

Service offered
for announcements

Anyone who would like to run a pub-
iic sefvice announcement on the Metro-
Vislon cable firm's community calen-
dar should submit the announcement in
writng to the publis affairs depart-
ment one week before It {s expected to
be broadcast, .

The community ‘calendar, wbich airs
over Channel 3, {a changed on Tuesdays
and Fridays, aald Lark Sumouelinn,
Southwestern Qakland Cable Comnils-
alon executive director.

All' announcements sent to MetroVl-
sion should be “slmple and conclse™
and should Include the name and phone

number of & person who can be con-
tacted in case of questions, she said.

Civic groups, organivations, resl-
dents and governmental offlclals may
run publle service

“We are going to fight for every in-
stallation we can to the point of legal
actlon,” sald Mayor pro tem Charles
Willlams at the October meeting. "Re-

oosthaT Ferimankc aiin Corgmration AL Hegnts (treersed

Faxon

attacks

toxics

By Dians Hotssoe
olaff writer

The Farmington areas two state
lawmakers are at loggerheads over &

. proposed set of bllls that would require
certaln

Michigan businesses that han.
dle toxic substances to buy environ-
mental “malpractlee” insurance.

The mandatory insurance would cov-
er toxic chemical contamination (n
Michigan caused by business,

“Everyone wina and nobody loses
with this insurance,” says state Sen.
Juck Faxon, D-Farmlngton Hills, who
introduced the bllls.

But state Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-
Farmington, says otherwlse.

Mlchigan would be better off to pre-
vent toxic chemical contamlnation by

g existlng toxie
laws, Brotherton says, rather than re-
quiring businesses to buy environmen-
tal damnge insurance In case of a
mlabap.

“The guts of the problem is to make
sure toxlc materials are carefully con-
trolled to prevent pollutlon,” says
Brotherton, a former Farmington may-

or.
already has a p

slve set of toxic masagement laws that

govern the handling of toxic materinls

“from cradle to grave,” Brotherton

BRYB.

“IF EVERYTHING were done in ae-
cordance with our existing toxic man-
agement laws, there would be no mal-
practice,” Faxon says, “The problem s
what happens when businesses don't go
according to rules, Then the safety of
cltizens is at stake.” That's why we
need to be prepared with environmen-
tal damage Insurance, Faxon says.

Guidellnes such as those established
Waste Man.

member these people (| on)
have to live with us for some time (a
15-year franchisc). They have to come
back to us for a rate increase.”
Altbough MetroVislon's national
president and vice president later met
with the three city managers in the tri-
city franchise ares, solutlons to the
problem were not . Instead
talk centered on “the aide of

in s

agement Act 64, which went into effect
two years ago, are not cnough, Faxon
contends. Not everybody obeys them,
and accldents do bappen, he says, mak-
ing environmental damage Insurance
necessary, especially In the state he
called the “fresh water capital of the
world.”

mNol even ballpark cost estimates for

e i

the problem.” Meanwhile, the SWOCC
called in Hon to review the sltutation.

METROVISION OFFICIALS clalm
the lssue Is economic becausa average
overhead for cable coastruction Is
about $12,000 for every mile of cable,
Unless there are enough households
along a cable route, the firm loses mon-
ey, sald Thomas Bjorklund, MetroVi-
slon general manager, But Bjorklund
also Indicated that If, .for example,
most of the 34 households in the Power
Road area subscribe to cable, the aver-
age cost per household would be near
$200.

But Power Road residents have de-
clded among themselves that they
would refuse to pay & fee becanse once
the line is Installed at thelr expense,
any resldent who still does not have
cable may get it by paying the basle
$19.95 Installation fee. Besides that,
residents argue, approximately 95 per-
cent of the HIlly’ 21,000 potential sub-
sctibers are recelving free Installation,

While subscribera In Farmington are
unaffected by installation feey beeause
of denslty requirements, residents fn

damage

exist at this point, Faxoa saya, because
1t'a a new insurance fleld.

‘The Insurance at any rate is llkely to

be costly and will be passed along to

consumers by busincases, Brotherton

5ays.

Keep the insurance optional, rather
than mandatory as the proposcd bills
would require, Brotherton recom-
mends,

‘The coat to businesses would be less
because many groups would share the
burden, Faxon szld, comparing the cn-
vironmental damage Insurance to man-
datory car insurance,

The flve bllls put before the state
Senate Dec. 21 would shlft the burden
of flnanctal responsibillty for environ-
mental protectlon from the atate ta the
buslnesses manufacturing, transporting
and storing hazardous waste and solid
waste.

But Faxon adds that where the busl-
nesses could not plek up the tab, the
state would ullmately be responsible.

IN 1983 Michigan apent $8 million
on toxic cleanups. For 1984, $12 million

Novi, an even more sparsely
community than the Hillg, ll;! affected
v

Some examples Include meeting dates,

by the “line policy.
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of p and events

or even tips such as from a local heart
and lung associstion,

Busioesses may not use the commu-

nity calendar for advertlsing.

Sabmit etroVi-

ents t0: M
sion of Oakland County, Public Affairs

Department, 37633 Enterprise Court,
Farmington Hills, MI, 48018,

Speaker will discuss
Israel after Begin

Prof. Ira Sharkansky, who directed
tha maoster of arts program in poblic
d: at Hebrew U y
of Jerusalem 1980-83, will discuss "Ts-
rael Polltics After Begin” at the dele-

ty Council of Metropolitan Detrolt on
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 8 p.m. at Congrega-
tion Beth Achlm, 21100 W. 12 Mile,
Soathfleld.

thl
A visiting professor of politlcal scl-

gate b ‘o( the Jewlsh Cx it
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