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Time to go back to work

' By now, the hollday b
. should be subsiding, That in,
over your belt, well, jt'll take a llttte
while for that to go away,

Too much food, too much relaxation,
too much hollday cheer and not enough
high school sports — that's what the
haollday break 15 all about from at least
this subjective perspective.

Finally, [t's 1984 and timo to get
back to life's reallties. Like high achoot
sporta, ,

‘The winter seasons now begin in ear-
neat. Buk:;l;lnu, volleyubau. swim;xelng.
wrestling gymnastic squa gln
their trek toward either a title or ob-
scurity, Everything played prior to the
new year, for these teams, can be clas-
slfied as preseason.

NOW WE play for keeps. And there
are some key issues to be answered in
1984,

‘Wil it be Plymouth Salem or Livenla
Stevenson in the Western' hoop

? Or will a third contlngent, per-
haps-a Plymouth Canton, F:
Harrison, Livonia Churchill or North-
ville, emerge as a cinderella contend-
er?

Can anyone topple the lup-runked Sa-
lem tankers? Stevenson? What about in
the Northwest Suburban Leagr~ ~ can
anyone oust North Farmington}

: Chris

McCosky

It all resumes tonight. Basketball Iy
on tap. Canton s at Redford Unlon and
Plymouth Christten travels to Temple
Christlan.

Wednesday Is volleyball and gym-
nastics day, Northville's splkers will
travel to Farmington, while Harrison
will trek west {o Salem, Harrison's

Speaking of the Ralders, a volleyball
champlonship appesrs casily within
thelr reach. With tho likes of potentlal
all-stater Amy Austln, along with the
Kozick sisters (Patti and Mary), Linda
Ri , Donnn Konjarevich, Brocks
Landback, Lalnna Shaw and the list
goes on and on — coach Sandy Lublen-
fecki bas a strong, strong unit, .

The question is, how far can they go?

And can anybody beat Stevenson's
eplkers in the Western Lakes? Farm.
ington thinks they have a shot. They
can prove it Monday, Jan. 9, That's
when the two square off In the Falcons'
gym.

'WHILE WERE looklng for teams to
glve Stevenson a volleyball battle, let's
not overlook the Rocks from Salem,
Coach Jeanne Martin saya her team is
down year — coaches Tom
Moshimer (football) and Fred Thomann
{girls basketball} 2ald much the same
of thelr Rock teams. Both had out-

standing seasons from their “down"
teams,

The blggest question mark Is [n wres-
2. It seems more than ever, the
Western Lakes and Northwest Subur.
ban mat crowns are up for grabs. If
you are looking for & team 10 beat In
the WLAA, bow about Plymouth Can.
ton? Dan Chrenko's boys are 30 In
league play, Tim Colilns, who wrestles
at 139 pounds, has not been beaten yet
this season (going nto the Caoton Invi-
tatlonal) and might be the best wrestler
at that welght In the region.

Locally, Farmlogton Harrison,
Plymouth Canton and F n
High School could be factors {n gym-
pasties, Right now, it Is too early to
tell. Canton’s Linda Bealo Is likely to be
one of he area’s most exciting per-
formers.

‘The winter months may be long and
cold, but inside the arca's gyms and
Eools the action fa golng to be hot and

eavy.

will bost Hartland.

A FULL zchedula of events ls
planned for Thursday. Volleybali: Can-
ton at Walled Lake wimmin,

ton at Har-

Friday, besides one Grosss Polnte
North at Harrison gymnastic meet, I3
baskotbail night. Farmington travels to
Walled Lake Central, North hoats Livo-
nia Franklin, Harrison goes to Livonia
Churchlll, Canton hosts Livonia Bent-
ley, and Plymouth Christian fs bome to
play Huron Valley Christian,

But the game of the week, the show-
dows, will be played Friday night. Sa-
lem travels to Stevenson i a battle of
the two WLAA cage powers. Get your
tickets and seats early.

‘The bolldays are gone, at last. Now
its timae to have some real fun.
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Intense recruitlng is the name of
the game In any successful sports
program, and college hockey is no ex-
ception.

The Great Lakes Invitational hock-
ey tournament, beld last weck at Joe
Louls Arena, featured some of the
most highly recruited players in the
midwest and Canada, Including many
that were plucked right out of the De-
troit area's own hotbed of talent,

Of the 107 players who were on the
rosters of the four teams that played
In the tournament (Mluh!g:ix': SEatc,

of
Mlch!gnnf Michigan Tech), 24 were
recruited from the metropolitan De-
trolt area. And of thosc, almost alt
were products of the Great Lakes
Junlor Hockey League.

‘THE WOLVERINES had by far the
largest number on their squad (13),
followed by Michigan State (7), Michi-
gan Tech (3) and Northern Michigan
(1). Junior A bockey has always been
highly respected by college scouts
looking to add strength to thelr clubs,
but never before has the league had
such impact on Michigan's NCAA Di-
vislon I college hockey programs.

“What we do s recrult kids that we
belleve can play Division I hockey,”

ipe in hockey

hockey

Michigan State coach Ron Mason sald
just before his team took the Ice
agalnst Northern Michigan Thursday.
“We have been very successful re-’
cruiting In the Detroit area, especial-
ly from the Junior A teams. It has be-
come 2 stepping stone to Division I
hockey.”

Spartans’ senlor defenseman Jeff

Elsley (Detrolt Junlor Wings), sopho- -

more Jeft wing Mike Donnelly (Water-
ford Lakers) and freshman defense-
man Don McSween (Redford Royals)
are local cxamples of players who
have made a successful transition
from Junlor A to college hockey.

*I CAN'T SAY enough about these
players,” Mason sald. “They have
done a super job for us. As far as I'm
cancerned, the best players in the De-
trolt area are as good as' the best
players anywhere else.”

Recrulting in college hockey, like
other sports, can be brutal and frus-
trating at tlmes, bat competing in a
tournament Like thy Great Lakes Invl-
tational can do nothing but help a
coach land a talented player.,

“The Great Lakes tournament ls
the best in the country,” Mason sald.
“The kids that are playing midget and
Junior A hockey are watching, and it
will mean a lot to them when it's time
for them to make a decislon, The
tournament is a real thrill for them,
especially when they know that some
day they can be a part of Jt.”

The top college prospects get any-
where from elght to 10 offers to play
Division I hockey, Mason said.

“It's not as bad as recrulting in bas-
ketball or football,” he sald, "but It's
getting harder and barder all the
time.”

BECAUSE NCAA rules Lmit the
number of scholarships & collego
team can glve to players (20 over a
four-year period), a conch bas to be
sure to make the right dectsions in bls
reerl

ting,
"We watch the kids as much as pos-
slble and try to find the ones that we

-can develop and fit into our pro-

gram,” Mason sald, *Oves the years,
we have been very successful.”
Stnce only 20 can recelve scholar-

talent

ahips, coaches have to rely on walk-
ons to pick up the slack, as in the case

of Donnelly,
McSween ~ recently drafted in the
eighth round by tho Natlonal Hockey

League's Buffalo Sabres — received
offers from alx schools, including
Michigan, Ferris State, Lake Superi.
or, Brown and Yale,

But be choss Michigan State, even
though the Spartans only offered him
a partial (%) ride.

“MICHIGAN OFFERED me a full
ride, and T had pretty much declided
to go thers,” he aid, “But I decided to
g0 to Michigan State even though it
cost me money. I just thought I would
enjoy It more here.”

Donnelly also almost went to Mich-
igan, but when his high school grades
dldn'’t arrive on time, he was forced
to change his mind,

"It was the best decision I ever
made,” he sald,

The defending Great Lake champl-
on Spartans beat Northern Michigan,
-1 before moare than 18,900 scream-
Ing fans in the openlng round of the
tourament and met Michigan Tech
in the champlonship flnal Friday.

Michigan Tech advanced by beat-
ing Michigan in overtime, 5-4.

The Wolverines could have used
some of the players they lost in the
“recrultlng wars.”

By Chris McCosky
stafl writor

Wil the real North Farmington
basketball team please stand up —
and stay standing.

The Ralders (1-6) clearly demon-
strated what plagued them
h hout this young season during

K DAN T
Paul Kobylarz, a native of Livonla, lires a shot in Michigan'a overlime win against Michigan Tech in the first round of

- Lakes hockey tour

y night,
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young
last weeks' Ferndale Holiday tourna-
ment: Inconslstency,

In the flrat round, the Ralders out-
played the highly touted, undefeated
host team only to fall in the fina) sec-
onds, 55-54. North had a shot to win
the game in the flnal zeconds, hut
sophomore Rlick Anderson, whose
Jumper with 25 seconds left had put
North temporarlly shead, missed
from 20-feet out,

But the Raiders played an out-
standing ballgame.

IT WAS QUITE a dlfferent story
the next night. North played horrlbly,
losing to BirmIngham Groves 6448 In
the consolation round of the tourney,
Desplte playing poorly, North was in
the game untll the final quarter when
Groves put the Raiders away with a
22-5 spurt.

Steve Bambach and Bob Chawllk
scorcd 12 points aplece for the Rald-
ers. Rob Alvin scored 22 for Groves,

North's Inconslstency is cause for
major concern for coach Tom
Negoshian.

“I'm afrald we are on a roll golng
the wrong way,” he said. “The kids
are looking over their shoulders a lit-
tle bit expecting the worst to happen.”

Negoshlan said the biggest problem
facing his team ls that they often play
to the level of their opponent, hustead
of playing thelr own game.

“IF WE ARE playlng a top-natch
team, then we play 8 good game. If
not, then we let down,” Negoshlan

sald,

Of North's =lx losscs this year, one
was by four points to Garden Clty,
one was in overtime to Walled Lake
Central, and two were by one point to
Thurston and Ferrdale.

“We are golng to have a team

Rick Pennala, North Farmington guard, suffers a bit of rejection at
the hand of Ferndale's Darrain Carter.

Rebirth

1984 offers renewed
hope for cage squads

I 4
%
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meeting. The captalns want to meet
with the team and sce if we can't get
it together, We still have two-thirds of
the scason left,” Negoshian said.

The month of Jenuary could be a
renaissance for North. The Raiders
are 0-2 in Northwest Suburban
League play, but have four league
conteats scheduled In January.

“We felt at the start of the year, i
we could get out af January in good
shape, we could make a run at it”
Negoshlan sald.

1t's a new year. There's new hope,

FARMINGTON HARRISON is also
a team with rekindled hope. After
gelting absolutely blown away In Its
first two encounters, agalnst North
Farmington and Plymouth Salem, the
Hawks have won two straight.

Ironjeally, coach Mike Teachman
{eels the Hawks' turnabout came dur-
ing the 29-point drubbing adminis-
tered by the Rocks.

“We set goals for the Salem game,”
Teachman sald, “We wanted to keep
them under 65 polnts, and we did. We
felt the game was a rallylng polnt for
our team. We really felt that It was a
10-point ballgame. The team felt the
referees took a lot away from them.
They played real hard, but the shots
didn't fall. They didn’t fall because
‘we were getting hacked up,”

Anather thing happened after the
Rock loss that might have spurred the
Hawks. Guard Brian Hickey, the floor
leader, returned to full-me duty ai-
ter an illness. Hickey scems to be the
stablllzing Ingrediant In the Hawk
lineup.

Whatever, the Hawks won their laat
two games before the holiday break
&nd are, for the first time in a long
time, feeling optimistic.

“I think they understand naw that it
they play hard acd smart, theyll win
some games,” said Teachman.

FARMINGTON HIGH'S coach
Rlchard Roy spent his hollday break
out of town, He left fecling very good
about his baskethall team,
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