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Dome complex gives winter

relief to summer sportsters -

ﬁy Rich 8wonson
staff writor

For these summer sports cnthuslasts suffering
from the doldrums of winter, the Oasis Golf Ceater
in Plymouth Township bes come up with an idea
that may just ease some of the

A huge indoor golf and softball dome will s0on be
erected at the golf center, located at Five Mlle
Road (just cast of Haggerty). It will scrvice avld
golers and die-bard softballers itching for the
greener pastures of spring.

The dome, scheduled to open the end of this
month, is a free-floating vinyl structure measuring
70 feet 1 hefght. It will house an Indoor driving
range complete with 38 tees 29 well as a regulation
softball dlamond.

“We can hardly walt,” Dome manager Dorothy
Johnson said. “We are very near pear to having It
up and golog. There haa been tremendous intercst. I
think it will be highly successful,”

‘THE PROJECT is the bralnchild of Detrofter Mi-
chael A. Thompson, an English engincer who has
operated simllar ventures In England and Sweden,
The Oasis dome will be only the fourth of its kind In
the Unlted States, The first was developed in Madi.
son Helghts followed by projects in Minnesots and
New Yor!

Golfers will be able to drive the ball 80 yards
before It is gobbled up by an [nside pet, placed to
protect the dome. They will atm at a target placed
at the middle of the semi<circular peak designed
structure.

“It's for golfers who are not concerned with dis-
tance but with the purity of their swing,” Johnson
zald. “It will permlt golfing to be continuous for the
entlre season — to develop and improve a player's
stroke.”

“It'a great for golfers who want to sharpen up
thelr game before golng on vacatlon,” she added.
“We thought it would be nlee to accommodate golf-
ers In the winter as well as the other seasons.”

The dome 18 an alr-supported structure made of a
specially designed lightwelght material developed
by Environmental Structures Inc., a Cleveland-
based company.

DEVELQPED AT A cost of more than $500,000,
the dome allows for the maintenance of grass In-
doors 50 that golf and softball activities are en
hanced by the natural turf.

“The Rolf dome haa hacame nopules oz ooiforg
as a hedge against Inclement weather,” Johnson
sald. “Golfers are &:ue comfortable in normal golf- |

' Ing attire oven In .

Golfers will be able'to take advantage of the

. dome from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; seven days a weck,
from November until the ead of April. Golfers will
Ppay a fee on a time basis aad will be able to hit an
unlimited number of balls during that period.

A professional staff will also offer a_complets
range of services, including lessons and clinles. .

After 8 p.m., the golf doma will become a soft-

ball dome.
More than 50 tcams are expected to participate
In Teagues set up by softhall director Joe Paglino, a

former player in the Chicago White Sox system.

“THESE ARE AVID softball players,” Johnson
sald, “There is no way they can play during the
wlnlller months, The dome affords them that oppar-
tunity.*

‘The dlamond will be set up so that the players
get the same actlon they would on an outdoor diu-
mond. The only differences are that play ks indoors
and home runs will not be automatic, because of
the net,

Each team will play once a week Including
Playoffs at scason's end,

The Oblo company is acheduled to put the dome
in place In a matter of days, which, ironically, de-
pends oo the weather. Because the dome has to be
blown vp, Ideal conditions must exist. *The maln
concern ls heavy wind,® Johnson said.

The domed area will be adjacent to the Opsls
Galf Center Clubhouse and will enclose a part of
the r):xhdng outdoor driving range (an additlonal 60
tees),

The goll center, which began operating mare
than 20 years ago as a small driving range, also has
a minjature golf course, a par-3 golf course and o
pro shap, which will be open year round,

Come spring, the dome will be deflated and
stored, But next winter, there could be a lot of peo-
ple who apell rellef: GOLFDOME.

Why the high scores?

The critlcs who are In the vast minority clalm
that the present wave of high scoring is the result
of tampering with the lanes. They boller loud and
long that the lanes are belng "blocked” and the ball
is helped on the way 1o the plns,

Little or no thought is glven to the fact that mod-
ern equipment has been the main reason for the
battering of the plns in the present wave.

What has happened to bowling has bappened in
other sports over the years. There was a time, for
Instance, when Frank “Home Run” Baker of the
Phlladelphln Athlctics was the home run king, with
U circult blows. The baseball officlala then Intro-
duced the lively ball and the offense improvement
of the sport drew more and more fans to the atands.

It was the same with foatball. The old, egg-
shaped hall that was made for the kickers was
changed to n palnted ball that could be passed. The
catire game changed. It was much the same in golf,
where the slze of the ball and the cups were en-
larged and the steel shaft made its appearance.

Sure, there were eritics ana some violatlons, such
&3 the spit ball. Some plichers had a file inserted in
thelr belts 20 as to rough up the ball and kelp thelr
pliching.
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by W.W. Edgar

But now thot the same new products are aldlng
bowling, eritics are hollering. They forget that high
scores has helped to make the game popular —
even with the women,

THERE WAS a close race for scoring honors at
Merri-Bow] over the hollday. When it ended, Jen
Elllott, in the lndles’ classic, Innded on top with a
893 serles. This waa three pins more than Tom Koeo-
bel, who posted a 630, with a 260 middle gameld

WOODLAND ES: Two more members were
inducted into the 700 club when Tim Henry blasted
& 714 series In the trio league and Cralg Demelo
added a 708.

BEL-AIRE: High scoring continued in the classic,
with four barrier-breaking series, Tom Leonard,
with the belp of 2 299 game, was the leader with
753. Behind blm came Jim Keppin with 750, Jeft
Heppner with 734 and Bob Arnold with 7181

And we’ve'got them on sale now! |
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Now at Standard Federal Sav'ings:

One-Year
- Money
Market
Certificate
with

cialBo;.,
QGINT.E.R.ES’II‘) Us,

ANNUAL INTEREST RATE
FOR THE FIRST MONTH

With our new One-Year Money Market Certificate,
you earn a 13.00% annual interest rate for the first
month and a 9.75% annual interest rate for the
remaining 11 months, for an effective annual yield
0f 10.01 %. Lock up these high interest rates NOW
for a full year!

Minimum deposit: $2,500.

ALSO AVAILABLE: 7-DAY TO 10-YEAR
SAVINGS CERTIFICATE.

Now ‘you can choose your own term from’Sténdard Federal
S;wings. Interest rates vary depending on the term of the cer-

tificate, but the interest rate established at the time the
account is opened remains in effect for the full term.

Minimum deposii:: i
7 Days through 1 Year: $2,500
13 Months to 10 Years: 8500

Interest is compounded upon reinvestment at maturity only and Federal regulations
require a substantial interest penalty for early withdrawals from certificate accounts,

. 2401 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084
313-643-9600
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