Pioneers in too dee

By C.J. Risak
stalt wrlter

It wasn't exactly a happy hollday for
E)aklnn‘d University’s men's basketball
cam.

The Ploncers entered the Sacred
Heart Hollday Classic at Bridgeport,
Conn,, with a 8-2 record. They left with
Just one win In three games,

OU was felled by New York Tech In
its opener last Thursday, 90-68. The
Ploncers regrouped to blast Queen's
College of New York, 94-71, on Friday
before suffering a 101-81 loss to New
Hampshire in a Satorday contest.

The Unlversity of District of Colum-

bla won the elght-team tournament,
beating New York Tech in the flnals.

IN THE OPENING FOSS to Tech,
OU was pever into the game. The
Ploncers tralled by 11 at the Intermis-
slon (42-31) and never got closer than
10 in the second half. OU's top scorers
for the season, Mike Mohn and Chris
Howze, combined for only ninc points
and three rebounds,

Harold Davis led the Ploncers with
18 polnts. Cralg Mitchell added 17.
Five Tech players reached double fig-
ures In scering, led by Al Davis' 19,

Tech dominated by connecting on
69.6 percent of its floor shots to 51 per-

cent for OU,

In Friday's victory, Mohn rebounded
from his ope-for-10 shootlng perform.
ance in the opener to pump In 21 polnts,
Davis turned in another strong offen-
sive game off the bench, matching
Mohn’s 21 polnts in the rout of Queen's.

QU RACED TO A 51-31 halftime
lead and waes never headed. Rebound-
ing, a wecak point with the Ploncers
(Tech had a 35-17 advantage), was im-
proved against Queen's as centers Walt
Dixon and Jenny Vrij combined to grab,
17 boards and score nlne points, Dixon
had soven points and 10 rebounds.

Mitchell netted 13 points and Rob

p at hol

Skinner collected 10 for OU. Queen's
got 28 polnts from Norm Roberts and
24 from Elllott York,

OU proved no match for New Hamp-
shire In the finale, falling behind by 10
at the half (44-34) and never forging
closer than that the rest of the way.
The Ploncers commltted 28 turnovers
to 17 for the winners and were outre-
bounded, 42-37.

Howze, who was 16th in NCAA Divi-
sion 11 scoring with a 21-point average
alter seven games, broke out of a
alump by pouring in 19 points. Davis
contributed 13 more and earned a spot
on the All-Tournament Team with his
52-polats-[n-threc-games effort. Mohn
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hed 10 points and nine rebounds.
Carmen Glanpetrurzi's 31 polots

sparked New Hampshlre.
OU, now 7-4 overall, resumes its the
Great Lakes I Athletle

B7-69. The Lady Ploneera shot just 38
percent from the floor for the game,
Including a meager 33 percent In the
!iml half as they tralled 44-32 at thy

Conference achedule at 3 p.m. Saturday
at Northwood. OU Is 1-0 in GLIAC play.

WOMEN SPLIT PAIR

Poor shootlng thwarted any hopes
for a champlonship OU's women's bas-
ketball team may have entertalned at
last weekend's Wolverine/Domino's
Classic at University of Michlgan.

OU was knocked out of ttle conten-
tion by Clocinnati in the opening round,

Cheryl Cook pumped [n 28 polnta t’
top Cinclnnath, which connected on 44
percent from the floor. Brenda McLean
scored 23 polnts to lead OU, McLean
also pulled in 11 rebounds, Kim Nash'
collected 15 palnts and hauled in 16 re-
bounds, but hit just three of 17 flelg
goal attempts. N

Cinclnnati lost to Michigan by a sln-
gle point for the title.

North grapples
in Salem meet

By Chris McCosky
staff writor

In many respects, the 10th annual Plymouth Sa-
lem Invitational wrestling tournament, which takes
place Saturday at the Salem gym, will be a scaled-
down version of the atate meet.

in last year’s tourney, four eventual state cham-
pion wreatlers were defeated. Some 19 wrestlers
that competed in last year's tourney placed at the
atate meet, six were state champs and four were
runners-up.

This year, among the fleld of competitors are
Class C defending atate champs Montrose, Class A
runner-up Mount Clemens, and just as many state-
class grapplers as there werc last year.

Salem wrestling coach Ron Krueger has invited
16 teams. As of Tucsday, only 14 have respended.

Holland has
sports ship
on course

Continued trom Page 1

programs plagued by such crises as salary disputes

between coaches and administrators, poor student

support, poor parent support, reduced zetivities at

the seventh, elghth and ninth grade levels, declining
1L cte. How has F.

such crises?

Holland: Well, I think we've bad a real stable
program for the last few years and I can't foresce
any real problems as far aa cuts go, reduction In
sports, or anything iiko that, The big problem, of
course, Is securing coaches. We need quality
coaches to maintain the type of programs we've
had, We try to get coaches with professlonal attl-
tudes, to continue the professionallsm that's been
shown and exhibitied in this school dlstrict,

Observer: Why i3 that a problem? Is there just a
lack of competent coachlng in this area?

Holland: Well, you're not hlring anybody, for No.
1. And you're culting back on student enrollment,
We're pushing the middle schoo) kids up, So, as the
enrollment declines, the staffs get cut. And stafis
get cut by senlarity and tenure, and then you dls-
cover that you've lost all your young people, The
older people that have been coaching, like myself,
well, you get tired of It after a while, You get
burned out 2 littte and you want to move on to other
things, . .

Observer: What are some of the things you have
in the hopper for 19847

Holland: That's a good question. I don't really
know what more things we can do. I think within
the educational realm of things, we are trying to
strengthen our total physical educetion program.
We are trying to get more identity with the mlddle
schools and — kind of an 'y
middle school-high school concept. We also are
trylng to integrate a health program.

Athletically, we are just trying to strengthen
80mMe programs. . .
Observer: To wrap this up, can you assess (m;

hs and o

the distriet?

Holland: Overall, I think our strengths are, No. 1,
all three of our schools are In good leagues. Leader-
ship, the coachlng staffs from top to boltom are
very strong at this polnt. The facilitics, wel), are
not outlandish, They are not the worst and they are
not the best. They are very aufficlent to carry on
the types of programs we have. We bave good ad-
minlstrative leadership. Some rnlghv.‘dlspule that,
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but I really think that overall our
staff has been very supportive and helpful to our
coaches. And there's a lot of tradition at our
schools.

Observer; What about weaknesses?

Holland: One of the weaknesses, looking down the
road, will be the implementation of a feeder pro-
gram for coaches. Possibly, another problem, be-
cause of the numbers of participants, some of our
sporta may not have enough people to malntain a
good program,

But, I think some of our strengths, golng back to
atrengths, is our middle school program. Gur inter-
mural, interscholastic competition at that lovel is
good. The kids get a good feel for athletic competi-
tion.

Back to a future will
be replacing some of our more experienced, older
coaches, both male and female. But, I really don't
see  lot of weaknesses,

Observer: Last question. Is the Harrison-North
football rivalry going to bo renewed?

Holland: I don’t think so right now. I really don't
know haw we arc going to be able to work It out.
We can't work it out now becausc of the commit.
ments we have te non-league opponents and be-
cause of playoffs,

There are a lot of questions down the road 1o be
answerced about league structures. We prescntly
have two leagus, the Western Lakes and North-
west Suburban. The Western Lakes i3 golng to soon
lose a team (Bentley), There may bo aome consider-
atlons for forming a blg mass leagus by combining
the leagues and coming up with three divisions. (In
which ease North and Harrison could be in the
same league.)

Obuerver: Thanks for your Ume.
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