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serics on New York, 1_of-a_kjnd
7‘ i "‘L traveler
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NEW YORK CITY: Frum 42nd St.
and Park Avenue South, ncar Grand

\

Central Statlon, the late morning traf- N

tic makes a roar of cars and trucks, b Jones
sewn together by a dotted line of yel- rs conlributing
low cabs. trave! editor

I am aboard a Carcy Transportation

Inc. bus to La Guardia Airport, $4.50

one-way, with a small slice of the Big
» Apple behind me. It was a 24-hour stop
j focused on five blocks of 42nd St. from
| Lexington Avenue to The Avenue of the

Americas.

‘The Blg Apple is too big ta swallow
< in one hite, but all the i and
-, bustle of the eity s available in one

small slice.

The landmark and centerpiece of

this part of New York City is Grand
Central Station, hub of all the trains
and subway lines of the metropolitan
arca. It is the heart of midtown.

Years ago I stayed In a hotel built
aver Grand Central, 2 gently fading but
large, modi ly-priced, grand dame
called the Commodore. The Commo-
dore was completely guited In the late
1970s, whil> a new hotel called the

", The next time you get Into a cab
¥ from Kennedy Alrport to New York
«. Clty, take one of the yellow pamphlets
placed In the back seat. It will tell you
in alx languages what your fare should
The fare, which covers all passen-
.+ gers L3 what shows on the meter, plus
: 50 cents surchurge between 8 a.m. and
8 p.m. You ahould agree on any non-
metere destination before departure.
Fares between terminals at Kennedy
alrport run $2 to $4; from Kennedy to
La Guardla, about $13; from Kennedy
to mld-town, about $22, plus tolls, You
pay double the meter, plus tolls, to go
from Manhattan to Newark airport,
Weschester or Nassau County,
The pampklet has the cabble’s num-

ber on It and, in ¢ase you have a ques-
tlon or complaint, the address and
phone number of the New York City
Taxi and Limousine Commission.

These pamphleis are avallable to
anyone driving in from Keanedy alr-
port; they are ohviously deslgned to
belp neweomers to understand the sys-
tem.

What the pamphlet won't tell you, Is
that you can share cabs from La Guar-
dia (about $6) or Kennedy (about $12) to
midtown If you are willing to wait at a
marked alrport taxi stand until other
people are there io share your cab. It's
well worth trying. You can always take
the regular taxl at the regular rate If
other passengers are not available.
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Grand Hyatt was built on its founda-
tians.

THE NEW HOTEL has been open
since 1980, but 1 didn't visit those otd
stomping grounds until 1 was on the
way heme from Isracl recently. I got
off the plane at 6 a.m., waited an hour
at JFK for my bags, braved the morn.
ing rush houe into the city (cab fare

* $24-plus-tip one way) so I was a tired

and grubby traveler when I arrived at
the glass-walled grandeur of the Grand
liyatt.

A huge atrlum lobby had replaced
the faded grandeur of the Commodore,
with business men and women perched
on casual chairs and around flowered
fountains, drinking their morning cof-
fee and reading the New York newspa-
pers,

f;Here’s tips for taxiing in N.Y.

You'll find a Hincup of people at busy
times,

As I told you a few wecks ago, you
can also take the JFK Express traln
for under $5 onc-way, but don't do it if
you can't caslly carry your own lug-
Rage.

By day and by night, -
Cantilovered over 4z"nd Stree,
Avenue, Rrassersby can ook y,

92nd Streot busties,

1 was in no condition to drag my jet-
lagged body inte the glass-enclosed
conservatory where athers were eating
breakfast and watching 42nd St go by,
50 I went downstatrs into Grand Cen-
tral, where scores of tiny shops were
serving crolssants, quiche and other
morning dellcacies to passers-by.

When the lights camc on again in my
head four hours later, Public Relations
Director Judith Schwantes took me 1o
lunch in a classy, intimate restaurant
called Trumpets, one of those elegant
New York hotel restaurants where at-
tentive but unobtruslve black-tie wait-
ers bring you goodies like duck on
croute and Grand Marnter Souffle.

THUS FORTIFIED, 1 wandered out 3

into 42nd St. My first stop was across
the street in the Phillip Morris Build-
ing, where the Whitney Muscum of
American Art has recently opened a
small midtown exhibit gallery in the
lobby.

I was frankly bored by the safe, an-
tiseptic  permanent  collection, but
that’s probably because I'm tired of
Clacs Qldenberg sculptures; it does cre-
ate an interesting setting to sit around
in, and the changing exhibits in a near-
by room, arc bath papular and interest-
ing.
I am always fascinated by the tiny
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. At loft is the Grand 1
t /s the hotel’s conservalto rost

7y-like restuarant ang
P and aee the taif windows of the Crystal Fountain gz:z:

grocery stores that survive amid the
office towers and boutiques in New
York City. You can spend five bucks
for a chunk of exotic cheese, some
home made bread,and other little deli-
cacles, then have lunch In Bryant Park,
or watch the chess players fight it out
un the streets nearby.

BRYANT PARK is adjacent to the
New York Public Library. You might
not think of the library as a tourist des.
tination if you didn't read the signs:
photo exhibits, special little art exhib-
its, classes, and other fascinating
poings-on amid the five million vol-
umes that make up thelr main collec-
tion.

New York, a new 1,407-room ha!e. i

From Lexington
room.

Outdoor book stalls sell second hand
goodies In the park [iself. near the new-
est of New York's dlscount ticket stalls,

42nd Street: in the heart of the Big Apple

For a long time now, you have been -~

able ta buy theater tickets half-price at
TKTS booths in cither Duffy Square
(Times Square) or in the Wail St. dise
trict.

This new booth gives you the same
opportunity to buy hal-price tickets
for musical and dance events. The
rules are the same in either case: tick-
ets for certain performances go on sale
on the day of performance; you pay
hal{ the box-office price pins a very
small service charge.
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. restaurants * -
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