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“Asplring lawyers In Michigan are
checked for good character and moral
{ltness before they are allowad to prac.
tice law In the state. The check i run,
nu:ardlnz to Soulhllcld Al?.nrney Shet-

Supreme Cowt.

Larky, because the bar d
: hlgh 1landards o! conduct from
; members.
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‘rd 23y 90.5 pemenl of f.be recom-

Is
the opportunity,” Donahue said.

cl eckcd only two
have been denled permission to take
exam because of their charac-

oral fltness, reported Dennls
Donahue, chairman of the State Board

futiure performance as an uuomy

we get are

cations to take the bar exam,
The bourd of law examiners {s
arm of the

LARKYIS of 10 attorneys who vol-
unteer the'r time to serve on the State
Bar Character and Fitness Committee, tor Allef the |
Chatred by 'huy altorney Robert

bavior raqulrements of potential State
Bar members by reviewing their appll-

problems,” Larky sald.

“We could easily go a year or two
before ws. get a recommendation to
deny an npp]lcnm admlssion: Often the
that the
parson wnil a yur or 80 to take the
exam inztead of flatly denying them

" Since 1980, of the 4500
potential lawyers the
bar has checked, only
two have been denied
-permission to take the
bar exam because of
. their character or .
© moral filness..-

ACCORDING TO to bar procedure,
law :studcnls applying for the exam
submit-&n affidavlt disclosing Informa-
tion which may bave a bearing on thelr

"l‘hc application asks If they've ever
involved in a lawsult,
cunvlcu:d of a crime, or hed financlal

“The applicant must submit flager-
prlnu and the names of several clunﬁ

able behavior or'cdmlmll

Few ﬂunk state bar @h@@k

ness Commltlce but it makes the final

g the exam applica-
tions. People denled by the board of ex-
aminers mny appeal only to the state

past., !n{ on about their past ls
cunslde:ed now.,
person s presumed to be not fit if
they hnve been caught cheatlng on the
bar exam,' Couvicted of & helnous
crime, spouss’ahuse or fallure l.a pay
chlld supportt .

Donahue sald approximately 1,500
persons apply to take the bar exam
every year, Tho.state committoe re-
* views about 180 of those applications.

“There are times wheo we shouldn't

arbitrarily reject a candidate becauso !

of his past, nm may be mitigating
sald.

‘Then wé pass the information along for -
reylew by one of the 10 local bar com- -

mittoes for character. and moral fit-
ness. ; K

AN APPLICANT called before a lo-

cal committee may bring dmnchr
witnesses or an attorney,

I the character or moral fitness of -

checked out by our Investigators.”
June M ough, a former Lansing
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business hours.

and I8 independent of the State Bar Al-
sociation, Its princlple task 1 to admin-
State Bar exam. Admisslon to
the State Bar to practice law requlres

The board hears recommendatlions
{rom the State Bar Character and Fit.

Information for any of the sesslons
can be obtained by calling the Division
of Continulng Educatlon office, 377-
3120, between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m, “weck-
terested [n aerobles
nhau]d call 377-3198 durlng regular

We wually get our negatlve Inis

police officer, is one of two Invuuga-
to scruntinize the

“The fingerprints are run down by
State Pollce and the FBI

the 13 still In queation, tha ap-
plication is passed to the state commit.
tee, sald McCollough, who 1its [n on
many hearings,

“The state committee mects once a
month,” McCollough sald. *They have
subpoena power to bring witnesses be-~
fore them and place the burden on the

vit," McCollough safd,

“We gather as much information as
possible on applicants wiose back-
ground involves matters of question-

Evening classes
cover iaw, health

Qakland Unlversity wlll be offering a
g courses ranging
from patent law to advanced aeroblcs

reglstration.

p-m. Tuesdays beglnning Jan.
campus In Rachester, Tuftion is $75. -

weeks,

tion from these checks or from what
the applicant has listed on thelr alfida-

trademark applications and copyright
‘The elass will meet from 7:30 to 8:.0
on

® Aeroblcs — Classes are coffered
for those just beginning an cxercise
program or those ready for an ad-
vanced course, Both programs cost $20
and are held two days a week for six

ﬂndlny by !.hn lnvum;nmrx.

But according to Donahué, a'state
statute almed at all professional ‘char-
acter and moral fliness committees
directa that persons should be judged
by thelr “present abillties® to discharge
the responsibillties of the profession.
Dopahue believes this has an indirect
affect on what action the ‘state bar
commlttee may take — and may ex-
plaln, In part, why nearly all

who have:made mistakes In tho past, .
but later reformed, from practicing
law. A | record doean't- mean

but

@ho fall to dlscloso a criminal record
have Increased the lkelihood that they
wﬁl be rejected,” ho added,

‘The committea will do advance char-
acter and fitness reviewa for anyone
‘who'{s attending or has been admitted
w l law achiool in Michigan, Rosenfeld

McWLLOUGll SAID very little of
her time 1« apent on these kinds of ad-
‘vance investigations, but sho fecls the
idea is a good one,”

“I thiok the committee bas a dlfficult
dech{on turning down somecne who
has spent three years in law school.*

Larky sald he enjoys his work on the
committee, desplte the regular evenlng
mectings and volunteer time involved,
*“Ifeel I am pérforming a valuable ser-
r‘lee for the publle and the bar mocia-

on.”

The small number of persons dcnied
admlssion lo the bar does ne! mean the
are lax, sald

are accepted, '

LARKY DISAGREES, “The way .we
gauge present fitness Is by a person's

Larky, “In genernl the profession at-
tracts a certaln kind of person. I think
we are even tougher on persons admit-
ted to the bar,”

"We don't/!want to h{revent persons -
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All Lamps, Well and Table Accessorles, Clocks and
, Accent Ploces are Included.

SPECIAL ORDERS are at sale prices.

if we don't have what you want In stock we will order
It for you at the sale price,
Of course, we offer our DECORATING SERVICE at
¢ no extra charge, Our Intarior destgners are here to help
you make the right dacisions.

STEWAR)
YOUR FULL SEMVICE STORL™
Na eafca charge for
; Coebamcncron & St

* Ganaan Storme Pare

~" also find sale prices on such leading
manufaw.rors as Conover, Statton, Clyde Pearson,
Temple-Stuart, Stanley, Stiffel,
American Drow, Stearns & Foster Bedding and Sleep-
ers and many others,
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Choose from Mlchlgan ‘s
LARGEST SKIWEAR

SELECTION at all’:
PRICE LEVELS

PRICES GOOD THRU SAT. JAN.7 _\&=
*BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Square LakeRd. ..
*BIRMINGHAM: 10 TOWNSEND cornor of Pierce

*MT.CLEMENS: 1216 S.GRATIOT % milo north af 16 Mi
+EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY batween 8 and 9 M1
SANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW west ot U .S 23
*FLINT: 4261 MILLER ncross trom Gonosoe Valle)
*ALPINE VALLEY: SKI AREA M-53 Milford . ..
*SUGAR LOAF: SKI AREA 18 miles north ol T
*FARMINGTON HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE AD. at 12M1. ...
sVISA *MASTER CARD *DINERS *AMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME

Open Monday-Friday til 9 p.m., Sat. 10-5:30 p.m.

553-8585




