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Privilege
practices

By Josnno Malisxwwaki
staff writor

Councilwoman Joan Dudley demand-
ed and the Farm!ngton Hills Clty Coun-
<ll adopted a palicy Monday requiring
all councilmembers’ requests to city
employees for “non-cssentials” and
“grcat ldeas” be channeled dlreetly
through the clty manager and dis-
cussed apcnly at a public meeting.

"Have there boen abuses? Yes, there
have,” Dudley sald.

uestioned

Willlams, Wolf rnd Councilman Joe
Alkatech reslsted Dudley's suggestlon
of councll abuscs, as well as the need
for a pollcy, But in the end Wolf jolned
Dudley and Councllwoman Jodi Soro-
nen kn an affirmative vote.

Councilwoman Jodt Soronen voted In
favor of the potlcy, Mayar pro tem Jan
Dolan and Councllman Fred Hughes
were absent.

Before suggesting her polley, formed
“in the aplrit of the charter,” Dudley
pointed to examples such as council-

seckin, and

Although avolding of
counclimembers she fecls have been
gullty of straying from the clty char-
ter's rule against interfering with the
¢ity adminlstration, Dudley remlinded
councllmembers she could be specific
1f the council falled to get the Idea.

“Again, I am attempting to be as dlp-
Imdatle as I can possibly be. It Is not
one vf my finer polnts,” Dudley sald,
when Mayor Charles Wlilllams and
Councllman Donn Wolf said they were
unaware of any abuses.

Baby boom end

spurs la

By Tom Bnor
stoff wrllor

1t has been said of land: Acqulre al}
you can, because they're not making
any more of It. Farmington school offl-
clals must have had that saying In mind
oyer the years as they bought more
than 100 acres for future use.

But now that the great baby boom
kas gone bust and declinlng school en-
rollment s a reallty, officlals arc won.
dering what to do with all that unused
land the district owns on nine sites in
the community.

The concern about the land holdings
surfzced at a board of education mect-
Ing Tuesday at Harrison High School
with a report on negotlations with the
clty of Farmington Hills, which wants
to buy flve acres from the district for
$52,500.

‘That Jand is part of a district-owned
24¥%-acre site adjacent to the clty-
owned San Marino Golf Course at 11
Mile and Halsted roads.

“Formally, this (the negotiations) has
been golog on since March of 1982,
satd board Treasurer Richard Wallace,
a member of the board’s bullding and
Alte committee. “We've sald we're will-
Ing to sell [t If they (the clty) can get
the financing.”

The undeveloped land “was bought
some time ago when enrollments were
still increaslag,” Wallace said.

“We were keeplng It in mind for sec-
ondary purposes — a junlor or senior
high schoo),” he sald.

YESTERDAY'S SCHOOL olilcials
undoubtably had vislons of cxpansion

g
“non-essentials" — plagues, certlfi-
cates or mementos ~— from city em-
ployees.

DUDLEY'S POLICY calls for any
councll request to the adminlstration or
city staff for the “expenditure of time
or money In carrying out the dutles of
city council members or the mayor to
be brought to the city ecouncll’s atten-
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Nd sale

when they bought the 40 acres at 12

Mlle and Drake roads and the 12 acres
on 11 Mile between Drake and Halsted
roads,

“It was purchased on the population
projections of the 19603,” sald Trustee
Jack Inch, chairman of the bulldlng
and site comumit

But now the district serves far fewer
atudents — 9,358 as of the “fourth-Fri-
day” head count last September as
compared to 16,556 during the 1971-72
school year,

By the 19B7-8B school year, the re-
port sald, 6,600 students will be en-
rolled in the Farmiongton Publie

Schools.

And 1t's an older communlty; medlan
age: 42.2 years in Farmington and 32
years in Farmington Hills, according to
the 1980 Census.

“We're tolking about a different
community — an older communlty —
than when the district bought that
1and,” Inch sald.

But district officials aren’t rushing
into any plan to sell all the land.

“Most boards of educatlon are very
reluctant to glve up land In case the
future s such (hat they'll need it,” sald
Farmington Supt. Lewls Schulman,

Added Inch: “If you divest yourself
of this property and thls (fewer chil-
dren) does not turn out to be the trend,
then you force another board to buy
property at much higher prices,”

SCHOOL DISTRICTS pay no munici-
pal taxes on their holdings, and
“Therc's minimal Jiabllity and mainte-

Please turn to Page 4

oral quarrel

Should U

For the flrst time in 117 ycars, the
United States will have full diplomat-
ic relations with the Vatlear, the Uny
soverclgn state which contalns the
scat of govermment of the Roman
Catholic Church and the home of the

p"Soma Protestant spokesmen have

condemned the move, calling It a vio-

1ation of the principle of state-church

scparnduu guarnnlu:d ln the US.
A Sta

to
kesman has hailed Ihe “decialon,
mmlnxh was made “In the deslre to

ties with Vatican?

.S. have

(u{ther thu existing mulual {friendly
‘Today's Oral Quarrel question Ls:

WHY SHOULD THE UNITED|
STATES ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC|.
RELATIONS WITH THE VATICAN
AFTER A LAPSE OF 117 YEARS?

To answer thla question, call us at.
477-5498 anylime befcre I pam. Fri-
day, Jan, 13, To see how your neigh-
bors feel about this issuc, please look
in Monday's Farmington O

Farmington, Michigan
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Welding and-the way It is taught has become
something of a tamlly tradition for Willlam Bowd-

How writing a textbook
turns to labor of love

By Tom Baer
slaf writer

When it comes to weldlng — the
process of unlting pieces of metal by
heating them — Blll Bowdltch could
write a book.

In fact, Bowdltch, a 52-year-old
Farmington Hllls resident and a high
school vocational supervisor, has
been dalng just that for the past 28

years,

“Modern Welding,” the textbook
used by vorational lesens at North
Farmlngton and other area high
schools, carrics Bowdltch's name on
the cover as author.

Actually, Bowdltch and his son,
Kevin, 24, combined to revise the
book, which was first published In
1942, 1t was written originally by Ac-

drew Althouse, a longtlme shop teach-
er at Detrolt's Cass Tech High, and
Carl Turnquist, his atudent.

Bowditch, vocational supervisar for
Warren Consolldated Schools, bas
been involved In writing alx revislons
of the original since 1961, The 1963
edition contains about 750 pages “and
about as many lllustrations,” Bowd-
itch sald.

‘The book "starts from scrateh,” ac-
cording to Bowdlteh, and covers gas
and arc wcldlng and some pew tech-

niques ke jaser and cleclton-bean
;l:ldlng and spot welding done by ro-

ts,

“A robot wiil hit within five-
thousandths of an Inch of where you
want the weld,” Bowdltch sald, “and
1t will bold all the conditions better
than & human weld could.”

itch and his son, Kevin, The senior Bowditch was
o student who first used this book back in 1942,

RANUGY QORST/ataff photographer

WELDING SAFETY Is empha-
alzed, according to Bawditch,

“All the safety polnts are highlight-
ed in red," he sald. “For example,
welders have to be careful of gases
which dlsplace ‘oxygen and could
cause persons to pass out. And some
gas lnks could explode if they tp
over, so they have to be chained up-
right”

Bowdltch taught welding at his
alma maler, Cass Tech (where he was
one of Althouse's students), and also
worked In industry “fabricating pro-
totype sheet meta!” in his words,

“Before welding, metals were
mostly joined by riveting,” he sald.
“That meant the metal had to be
thicker and heavier because you had
to drill holes in ft.
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Council
hopefuls
sought

8y Joanne Mallszewskl
staff writar

Farmington Hills residents interest.
ed in vylng for an appoibtment to the
city councll have until 4 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 30, to submit a resume to the clty
clerk’s office.

Applicants will be bldding to fill the
vacancy left when former Mayor Fred
Hughes ofilcially resigns in mid-Janu-

ary. .

In anticlpation of the forthcoming
vacancy, councll members Monday
agreed to advertlse the vacaney In-a
legal notlce. Appilcants must be Farm-
ington Hllls resldents and reglstered
voters. Councll members will interview
all applicants at a public mecting Mon-
day, Feb. 8,

MLhuugll last week Hughes an-
nounced his intentlon to resign from
councll to take a promation with the
newly reorganlzed telephone company,
he has yet to apeclfy when his mlw
tion is effective.

Even though Hughes was recently ro-
elceted to szrve a two-year term, the
appolntee may serve only untll the Nd-
vember election. The appolntee would
have to run for clectlon at that time to
sty on the council. If more than two
candldates file for the November elac—
tion, a primary will be held.

WHILE COUNCIL members uoani-
mously agreed to accept resumes and
Interview the potential appointees,
Councllman Joc Alkateeb called for
council to {lrat adopt & resoluiton de-
talling the procedure to be f{ollowed,
Such rules, Alkateeb sald, will make
the nppolnlmcn! process “on the up-
and-up.”

I am not sure what rules we can lay
down,” sald Councllwoman Jodl Sorg-
nen, adding that there are few varla-
llons to the resume and Interview pro-

l!u( Alkateeb said that In past ycars
councl set a precedent of not conslder-
ing a person who lost In preceding clec-
tlons.

Councilwoman Joan Dudley, howev-
er, told Alkatecb he was mistaken, Al-
though council previously set a pre-
cedent in that former defeated electlon
candidates were not appointed, that
status dld not automatically knock a
polcnl!al appolntee out of the running.

Soroncn suggested listing in the
clty’a legal potice what type of qualifl-
catlonsan appointee should have al-
though candldates could not be ruled
out if they did not meel those qualifica-

tlons.

3 don't see why we should spoon-
foed these candldates,” Dudley safd,
adding (hat the only quallfications
should be those listed in the clty char
ter (mldcncy and voter registration),

th Terry Server, twice unsuccess-
tul City Oonncu contender, and Aldo
Vagnozzl, Democratlc actlvist, who
have announced thelr Intentions to seek
appointment to counchl attended Mon:
day’s councll sesslon.

White Sever did not comieni aboul
the procedures councll should follow,
Vagnozzi told councll members he
would “hale to see an elaborate rule
structure.”

“If we had rutes 1 am pot sure if
some of you would quallly when you
ran for clection,” Vagnozx sald.

Mayor wants citizens

By Joanno Maliszewski
staff writer

'to promote city plans

With tha development last year of a
mn]ar capltal Improvement plan, coun-

It's twice-defeated Farmington Hills
City Council contender Terry Sever's
Idea. But Mayor Charlea Williams now
wants a citizen committoe established
to help counclimembers atudy tho
clty’s capital improvements needs and
to help sell the program to the public.

“I think they coutd be a very Import-
ant rele,” sald Willlams, about the vol-
unteers who would form a “ljaison be-
tween the City Counell and community.

“Baslcally, It was Terry's {Sever}
Idea,” Willinms continued, adding that
Scver also seems to be the most Ukely
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will be faced at budget
I.lma with developing prioriles and
methods of flnancing much-needed
projecta, Some of thoso include the pur.
chnse of the Spicer property, a pro-
posed new or expanded pollce facllity
and major drainage improvements.

But Willlams polated to Jast year's
successful push by a small group of
resldents to prevent the Clty Councll
(rom raising taxes.

“It is the no's who turn out,” Wil-
llams said, adding that people who are
in favor of increasing taxes to finance
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