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Politics no tea party

From the looks of the opening rounds,
1984 is going to be a good year — at least
for those of us who enjoy the local politi-
cal seene.

From the gang up at Eleven Mile and
Orchard Lake Road (Farmington Hills
council) to the guys on Liberty (Farming-
ton City council), political tides are begin-
ning to move. And, of course, we dare not
forget that taciturn bunch who regale the
top of Shiawassce Hill, the Farmington
School Board.

This could be the year that politics
comes back into fashion in the greater
Farmingion area.

Let's examine some of the recent events
— just in case you've been doing some-
thing silly like lying around in the sun on
some tropicat isle.

THE APPLAUSE is all for Far
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ters on the look-see at downtown rehabil-
ilation. A lot sure could be done. Alterna-
tives to the present parking situation cer-
tainly could raise seme cyebrows.

Just mention the word parking struc-
ture or parking meter and some folks in
these here parts shiver and shake.

But it sure would be pice to bring the
1950s-style shopping mall into the present
decade. Downtown Farmington may have

School District Supt. Lew Schulman over
on Shiawassee Hill for the way he handled
the recent “Burger Bash™ controversy
concerning rehigious involvement by staff
members during school hours. What a fine
job he did in dealing with what could have
been a very nasty situation.

Good job Lew.

1 would have applauded for you at the
meeting but School Board Trustee Susan
Rennels frowns on freedom of expression
at public meetings. Must be that League
of Women Voters upbringing.

Our newest school board member must
learn that she is now in the political arcna
where debate, applause, cheering, booing
and hissing all are encouraged. Democra-
cy is to be enjoyed — the hardier, the bet-
ter. It isn't to be conducted like an after-
noon tea,

Hard to believe that the moderator of
the Lincoln-Douglas debates would have
added anything to history by shushing the
crowd.

Persons who are concerned enough to
participate in a public mecting shouldn't
have to be subjected to a school-marm-
type scolding.

BOB DEADMAN and the city of Farm-
ington men's club, meanwhile, are taking
a hard and heavy look at the future of
d Farmington

What is particularly interesting is the
$15,000 study which will take a peak at
the parking problem, Some peak. Some
problem.

Considering the development of more
and more shopping malls in this area, the
downtown Farmington arca has lo have
something done with it or the economic
roller coaster wiil 21l be downhill for it.

Certainly no criticism from these quar-

been state-of-the-art three decades ago.
But today, shoppers demand much more.
And they're getting it from malls located
away from Grand River and Farmington
Road.

Betcha Deadman and the rest would
like to hear your ideas on what to do about
parking and other downtown matters.
Now about that fountain. . .

THE INFAMOUS GANG up at the cor-
ner of Eleven Mile and Orchard Lake
Road quickly found themselves in the
middle of a political battle with the an-
nouncement by recently re-elected Coun-
ctlman Fred Hughes that he was resigning
to take employment elsewhere.

With firebrands Joe Alkatecb and Joan
Dudley back in the council saddle, debate
about anything and cverything should be
pretty hot.

Bul here the season just starts and the
political balance of council has been dls-
rupted. The outcome of this fray could
determine whether voters wilt be getting
a dose of conservative or progressive de-
cisions from city hall for some time to
come.

Alliances seem to be developing along a
decldedly male vs. female theme. And
good old Mayor Charlie Williams isn't
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Your town — tomorrow’s core?

MOST OF US like to believe we live in a
classless socicty, where every mother can
hope that someday her child will grow up
to be president.

That may be a myth, according to Rob-
ert Fish, a rescarcher at Wayne State
University. Fish works in the Bureau of
Business Research in the School of Busi-
ness A -

helping that split any by Uy ex-
tolling the virtues of the Jaycees — an

He recently wrote an economic report
entitled, *'Detrolt: Suburbs and City.” Fish

evrgr?:;i;a“"" which forbids membership to spent many hours studying the 1980 cen-

So far only twice-defeated council S '~ specificatly, areas of population,
hope(ul Terry Sever and political activist 10Using, manufacturing and retail trade.

Using several economic indicators, he
a}ﬁzg\:ﬁﬁnvoaz:z;nlgve declared interest in divided our part of suburban Detroit into

If you're interested, get thal resume Lo
City Clerk Floyd Calrns by Jan. 30 at 4
p.m. Be on tlme. Filoyd doesn’'t mess
around. Thirty seconds after 4 p.m. and
you'll be out of the game.

Schools need

families

REACTION FROM cducators was swift
and predictable. As soon as U.S. Secretary
of Education T.H. Bell’s rcport hit the
wires, they were asking for more money
~ particularly from the federal govern-
ment.

“We need more money ta improve edu-
cation,” intoned Mary H. Futrell, prest-
dent of the National A 1

One could build a case that reducing
teacher salaries would lead to belter stu-
dent test scores, that Michigan's soaring
property taxes have brought us only fat
teacher salaries and no results.

BUT THAT wouldnt be true. High
spending on schools will neither guarantee
good test score nor fatten teachers into

tion.

A “national equalization program” was
called for by Paul Salmon, exccutive di-
rector of the American Society of School
Administrators.

“Propaganda,” Scott Widmeyer of the
American Federation of Teachers scoffed

at the Bell report. "I don't think the public”

will buy the Reagan line that money
doesn't buy excellence.

Bell's report last weck showed that
Amerlcan College Test (ACT) scores, used
ag college admissions tests, dropped in all
50 states.between 1972 and 1882, In the
same period, school dropout rates rose.

Hls department’s numbers ‘supported
the "A Nation al Risk” contentlon that
American education is suffering from “a
rising tide of medlocrity.” .

CAN MORE MONEY solve educalional
problems? Consider three other states and
Michigan: .

® Idaho — 37th in teacher salaries,
44th In per-pupil spending on schools, but
tied for 10th in ACT scores, . .

® South Dakota — 47th in teacher sal-
aries, 4ard in pec-pupll spending, 8th on
the ACT.

® New Hampshire — a dismal 48th in
teacher salarfes, 28th in per-pupil spend-
ing but first on the ACT.

® Michigan — a soarlng third in teach-
er galarles, 10th In per-pupil spending
{due to large class slzes), and below Idaho,
South Dakota and New Hampshire in ACT

S5rscores.

That is because schools are only one in-
strument of education, and not necessarily
the most important.

Back before 1970 when he was a presl-

_dential counselor, Sep. Daniel Patrick

Moynihan of New York said, “Schools
don't count; families do,”

In 1984 school officials in Idaho, New
Hampshire and South Dakota sald much
the same, They credited parent involve-
ment, k dlscipli

and a lack of “large industrial state” |

problems for their high scores.
Underline “parent involvement” about
19timesand circleltinred,  © .

SCHOOLS TOOK too mich credit when

class sectors:
® Upper class: Bloomficld Township,
Farmington Hills, West Bloomficld Town-

ship, Bir Troy. Avon T P
Canton Township and Plymouth Town-
ship.

® Upper middle class: Southfield,
Livonia and Red{ord Township.
® Lower middle class: Garden City and

Westland.
FISH'S THEORY ls that socioeconomic

groups reside in distinct arcas, which he -

calls sectors. Each sector consists of a
collection of adjacent municipalities that
share a major transportation corridor.

According to Fish, the key to knowing
your place on the class scale is the value
of your house,

Nick
Sharkey

“Value of residence is a direct and visi-
ble indication of family income,” he said.

Thus, Fish determined a ratio for com-
paring the values of houses in metropoli-
tan Detroit. He calculated the value of the
average house and gave it a factor of 1.0.
House value ratios in the Observer & Ec-
centric arez range from 1.1l in Garden
City and Westland lo 2.93 for Bloomfield
Township.

Fish used other information in the 1980
census data including the year a house
was built and occupatlons of residents,

Guided by transportation corrldors,
sectors move continuously from the core
of Detroit, he found. *'High income fami-
lies eventually desire new, improved
housing, and these houses will be built on
open land surrounding the urban area.”

Houses vacated by high income familles
arc acquired by mlddle income families,
who want relatively newer housing. Low
income famllies move into formerly mid-
dle income areas.

At the end of the chain is the ceniral
core. It is dofted with vacant houses and
lots. .

N EQRITRIC NEWSPAPERS

i
!

UNFORTUNATELY, WHAT Fisll
theorizes seems to be real. Take a drive
through the central city of Detroit if yoy
doubt it. R

For suburbanites, there is littte comfort
in Flsh's sector theory., Tomorrow your
suburban city may be today's central
core, M

As an example, the 1980 census showed
fewer suburbanites working in downtown
Detroit than in 1970. Major corporations
shifted thelr offices Lo places like Souths
field and Troy, H

Fish predicts that people working in
Southfield and Troy will move north and
commute via I-75 and M-24 (to Troy) and;
the proposed extension of M-275 and I
696 (to Southfield). .

Fish projects a new upper class sector

may be created in the Clarkston-Lake
Orion area. -l

RUNNING AWAY to more remote sub:
urban areas is no solution to urban ills.
Problems will only follow. One suburb's
growth comes at the expense of another
suburb closer to Detroit.

A better response is to stay and solve
the problems.

Suburbanites who want to put on mental
blinders and ignpre the problems of De-
troit had better think about Fish's flnd-
ings. .

Tax cutters need cost-cut plan

SENATE REPUBLICAN Leader John
Engler of Mt, Pleasant was on the cam-
paign trail this week when he predicled
the stale Legistature will pass a bill to
lower the state's personal income tax
rate. . .

Engler based his predlction on Republi-
cans winning two state Senate seals va-
cated by the recatls of Democrats Phillp
Mastin and David Scrotikin.

His theory is that Republicans will con-
trol the Senate 20-18 and that the Demo-
cratle majority in the House won'l matter

- because state representatives are up for

re-clcqtlon this year, and even Democrats
can be expecled to jump on 2 tax-cut
d: in order to assure re-clection.

test scores were rising, dropout rates fall-
ing and i g p of ki
went to college. - . '

Today, they are getting too much blame
for poor performances. N

Bell’s depariment now needs to corre-
late test scores and dropout rates to such
soclological factors as the illegitimate
birth* rate (50 percent in some big city
nelghborhoods) and the breakup of fami-
lles. That would be a bombshell,

A good guess is that the data will show
what we pereetve as an “cducation prob-
lem” is less a “schools problem” than &
“famlites problem.” - . '

And it won't be solved by adjusting tar
money for schools — either up or down,

- —Tim Richard
;T 4

The Sepate Republican leader assumes,

p y y, that e-
lieve there is no greater evil than not
being re-elected,

IN FACT, IF legislators could have
known what kind of uproar would follow
their . approving the state tax hike in
March, Gov. James J. Blanchard probably
would have failed to convince them to
pass ft..

But at this point, Engler's d: the

hard’s or not, at least he has pro-;

.- Bob

‘: y Wisler

payers is not accompanied by any state-
ment concerning how the Leglslature, or
the state government, can cut the budget
to make up for a revenue decrease.

Engler clalms that because of a surpluz
the state can cut a half-percent of the now
6.1-percent tax without any cut in ser-
vices or expenditures. The surplus, how-
ever, can casily be used up making up the

vided supporting documentation and has
accompanied his tax increase request with
deereases in state spepding and state em-
ployees. .

The Leglslature, despite having had al:
most a year to come up with allernatives,
continues to operate without any clear
:dcas for getling a handle on state spcud;'
ng. : B

ENGLER SAID recently that Republit
cans plan to make educalion a 1984 cams
palgn lssue, The entire state education
program was aided by the tax increase
engineered by Blanchard, but there is
scant evidence that elther Blanchard of
the Legislature is moving to hold the iiné
on ed! . .

deflelts incurred by ra-
tions.

The tax rate which went up from 4.6 to
6.35 in March recently dropped te 6.1 and
Is set to drop to 5.35 next year.

BLANCHARD, WHO Inherited a host of
fiscal problems from former Gov. Willlam
Milliken and from a devastating reces-
sion, has said the tax increase was abso-

carrol, of a tax cut before the votlng pub-
lic is ilttle more than a calculated pollti-
cal manuever designed to improve GOP
chances of victory in the two apen Senate
districts.

His promise to lighten the load of tax-

lutely 'y for the state to continue
to provide the services people expect.

Blanchard has threatened to veto any

“tax-cut bill which will decrease the tem-

porary tax before next Janaury.
Whether you can agree with Blanc-

costs.

There is liltle evidence that the Legis-
lalure or the governor Is doing anythiné
either to control the state’s most voras
clous monster, the Department of Soclal
Services. :

While it Is understandable that politi:
cians will say what the public wants lo
hear, we should expect that any political
promlse of a premature tax cul be ac-
companted by a clear program for reducs
ing state expenditures without abandoning
essential programs. . B

The lack of such a program indicates
more polltical rhetorle, Such rhetoric may
win votes, but il doesn’t lead to fiscal re-
sponslpility. :



