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Gasoline blender answers EPA charges

By Tom Baer
slaff writor

Gasoline wholesaler Carroll L.
Knlght is on the federal government'a
books for $80,000, and he doesn't ke It
pne bit.

Knight, owner of Knlght Enterprises
Inc. in Farmington Hills, was one of 17
Detroft-arca {uel dlatributers to be
charged last week by the federa) Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA)
wilh selling gasoline contalning {llegal
amounts of alcohol.

Calling himself a blender, Knight
buys gasoline and ethanol (denatured
groin alcohol) and mixes the two in 2
90-10 blend known as gasohol, which he
sclls to many area gasoline atations, in.
cluding 15 owned by hls company.

Blenders receive federal and state
tox credits on every gatlon of fucl so
mixed.

EPA ofllcials clalm, however, that
excessive use of alcohol in the mixture
causes glr polutlon, damages automo-
tive parts and gives the violator a price
advantage over his competitors.

Last March, EPA Investigators took
samples from more than 200 retall sta-
tions — including some supplied by
Knight — and found 43 statlons to be
selling gasollne with lllegal mixtures of
gasollne and alcohol.

THE EPA limlts the amount of
ethanol in the mixture to 10 percent,
and six of the stations supplied by
Kaight tested out at from 11 to 12.4
percent. Two other Koight-supplied
samples showed small amounts of
methanol, a wood alcohol product
Knight says he never uses,

The charges carry flnes of
$10,000 on each convictlon, so Knlght's
total bill could come to $80,000.

But Knight, who has been in the pe-
troleum buslness slnce 1956, says he
has no iIntention of paying the fines.

"I think the charges are unfounded,”
aaid Knight fram his oiflce in the
Greenshire Building at Grand River
and Nine Mile Road, “I think they have
not investigated thoroughly enough.”

KNIGHT ALSO safd he dldn't Uke
the way the EPA announced the results
of its {nvestigation — at a press confer-
ence at the Troy Hllton last week.

“IVs a big political thing with them
coming in here and holding a big press
conference, Maybe they're trying to
make up for all the bad publiclty
they've been getting lately.”

(Rita Lavelle, former head of the
EPA's toxic waste superfund, last Mon-

_ day was sentenced to six months in
prison and fincd $10,000 for lying to
Coungress about her handling of money
for o hazardous waste clean-up pro-
gram.)

“These tesls were conducted last
March, and they walted untll Decem-
ber to send me a letter saylng that 1
was in violation,” Knight sald. “Is that
efficlent government?"”

ETHANOL, WHICH usually comes
from corn, costs about $1.70 a gallon,
“so a |t would be asinine for a guy to
give a motorlst more,”” Knight said.
“You want to use the Icast amount you
can and sti)l get your tax eredit.”

Knight said that his gasoll thanol

‘Ethanol is such a new

line when they (Lhe distributers) bay it.
But It’s up to them to make sure it's
done right.

thing that some ol . “You can't allow peaple to hlend out-
companles fight it. ;ldc‘li:l: wn‘\;ved ngxil; on cthanol. We
’ on't know if something like 11 percent
They'd like you to use would be harm{u), but there’s noplealllnn
100-percent gasoline, when the rubber band is golng to snap.”
obviously, because
‘CONCERNING THE f{lnes levied,
that's what they sell.’ Kozlowskl sald, “We'll sit down and
—Carroll Knight dlscuss settling with the vlolators, If

gasoline wholesalor

“I'm not questloning thefr testing
procedures,” he said. “I'm just saying
there are 900 gallons of ethanol In eve-
ty 9,000 gallons we put in the truck.”

Ethanol s new to the auto fuel scene
— It was first used In the late 1870s lo
stretch supplies of gasollne — and its
presence has caused “a lot of confuslon
and misunderstanding among the gov-
ernment agencles,” Knight sald,

- And some of the blg oll companles
have a financlal interest in keeping
blends off the market, he added.

“ETHANOL 1S such a new thing
that some oll companles fight it. They'd
1ike you {0 use 100 percent gasoline, ob-
viously, because that’s what they sell.”

Rickard Kozlowskl, an EPA adminls-
trator In. Washlngton, D.C., said the
agency conducted the Investigation as
a result of “enormous amounts of com-
plaints” recelved from consumers in
Wayne and Oakland countles,

“We're about sloppy qual-

mixture has always been blended prop-
erly to the best of his knowledge.

ity control,” Kozlowski sald. “It may be
that there's already aleohol in the gaso-

they're willing,”

Knlght sald he lsn't Impressed with
the EPA’s methods.

“Thelr thing is, ‘You want to sel-
tle?’” he sald. “They want the head-
Ines. About three years ago, they found
& bunch of guys using regular gasoline
in no-lead. Ask the EPA what those
guys were flned, You'll flnd it was
practically nll.”

Meanwhile, Knight said he’s worrled
about the adverse publlcity the EPA's
investigation may bring him and his
business.

“I think all thesc (newspaper) artl-
cles are going to have a bad effect on
us. Don’t people usually belleve it when
their government says something?

“BUT I'M telling you that I'm a re-
spectable man. I've been In the petrole-
um business for 25 years. I'm a Farm-
ington. Hills resident and a member of
the board of directors of the Farming-
ton-area YMCA, I would not intentlon-
ally z¢ll a product I know to be bad for
automoblles or the environment.”

In addition to the 15 company-owned
stations, two of which arc in Farming-
ton Hills, Knight supplics gasoline to 30
Ab::.linns in metropolitan Detrelt, he
said.

Citizen group considered to push plans

Continued from Page 1

capltal improvements stay home in-
stead of attending the council sexslons
to show their support.

WHILE MOST councll members
agreed with Wllllams that belter com-
munication is nceded between the
counctl and residents, particularly ln
cxplalning the need for some of the

roposed Improvements, they were

also qulck to point cut the weaknesses
af a cltizen committee.
. "It 1 the duty of someone elected to
this counclt to determine the priori-
ties.The buck stops here,” said Council-
woman Joan Dudley.

Instead, -Dudley suggested asking

2

civic and community organlzation
leaders and other residents to attend
the budget sesslons and meetings spe-
cifically dealing with capltal improve-
ments.

“They can go back and dlssermninate
the information,” Dudley sald.

While supporting publle loput in de-
termining capltal improvement priori-
ties and {lnancing, Councilwoman Jodl
Soronen sald she Is concemed that
while the councll remains responsible
for all actlons, another set of people
will be telling the public what is hap-
pening.

“There arc many opportunlties for
the script to fall apart,” she said.

A cltizen committee could provide
the public with an Interpretation that

actunlly would be misinformation,
Soronen sald.

BUT SEVER told councll that such a
problem could be prevented if before
the committee attempts to sell the pro-
gram to the publle, the committee
would declde with the councll exactly
what the capltal program is and how 1t
could be flnanced.

Because capltal improvements cost
money, Soronen told Williams and
Sever, “we're talking tax increase. Are
you golng to be selling a tax increase?

While Willlams and Sever did not re-

.spond, Councllman Joe Alkateeb sald

that cach councll member was "clected
to take a leadership role" and conse-
quently the counchl is responsible.

\
here,” Alkateeb sald,

Meanwhile, Soronen asked Wiltlamns
and Sever to “put It on paper” — de-
taillng the proposed commlttee’s or-
ganizatlon and purpose. .

But Dudley alse took exception to
allgning Sever's name with the pro-
poscd committee beeause of his inten-
tion to seck appolntment to the City
Councll when former Mayor Fred
Hughes officlally- reslgns later thls
month, If councll wants Sever to lead
the commitiee, Dudley sald, the issue
should be postpened until after a concll
appolntment s made.

“] like the Iden of having cltizen In-
put. But without the middleman,” Dud-
ley sald, stressing the council’s need to

pol
“I belteve the selling job should start  directlv inform residents,

memory lane

Memories, memories, have we got memories.
And we'd like to share them with you. Using local
newspaper files, we're dishing up generous slices of
life [n the Farmington communlty from 40, 30, 20
and 10 years ago.

JAN. 13, 1944 —

“SECRETS?" asked the Around the Block col-
umn. “You're doggoned right they’re secret. Lately

we've heard 30 many rumors concerning milltary

informatlon that we'd like to remind you that if you
know anything which might be of any value to our
encmies, it Is a secret to be closely guarded and not
to be told — not even in whispers to -your best
{riend. It Is a secret to be locked in oneself.”

ANOTHER ARQUND the Block item noted:
“Mighty flne was the verdict the City commission
passed on the oyster stew they enjoyed as guesis of
the Auxilllary Pollce down at the Legion Hall
Wednesday night. "Twas a dish to be relished!”

RUTH BACON, former music instructer for the
Farmington Public Schools, recently graduated
{rom the American Red Crosy orientation achool in
Washington, D.C. Soon she will begin ber new dutles
as assistant fleld dlrector at the Coffeyville Aire
field, Coffeyvllle, Kan.

SHORT ITEM: "More than half the flewers of the
world are some shade of red.” Another short item:
“Sweet potato meal, made by dehydrating sweet
potatoes, has been found to be about 3 per cent
more efflcicnt than eracked sheiled corn In feeding
steers.”

CLASSIFIED AD; “WANTED ~ Girl to help with
housework, need not know how to cook. Hours, 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. 19630 Giti Rd. Call 803.

JAN. 14, 1954 — v

“WE'VE WAITED a long time," said an editorial,
“for a flrm and resolute policy regarding persons
convicted of consplring to overthrow the govern-

ment by force or violence. Last week it came in -

President Eisenhower’s State of the Union mes-

sage.

“The President propesed that such persons be de-
nied the rights m; privileges of American citizen-
ship. As we have stated.before, citizeaship is not
something that is handed to us on a siiver platter
... It mustbeecarned through recognition and re-
sponsibility. Those who destroy it also destroy thelr
rights as Americans.”

SHORT ITEM: “Lois, daughter of Mr, and Mra,
Douglas of Shadyslde Ave., had her tonslls removed
Monday."

FARMINGTON Township is undergoing the larg-
eat bullding boom in its hlstory, arcordlng to ofil-
elals. Durlng 1953, some 644 bullding permits were

*fssued in the township for alt types.of bullding. Of

$ i

that total, 408 were for new homes, The estimated
value of all new construction in the townshlp In
1953 was |lsted at $5,763,427.

STATE POLICE were Investigating a breaking
and enterlng at Murrill's Lunch, 304000 Grand Riv-
er, sometime during the night of Jan. 7. The Intrud-
er or Intruders took 16 cartons of clgarettes and an
undetermined amount of money from the juke box
and pinball machines.

JAN. 9, 1964 —

SWEARING IN ceremontes for two new munlel-
pal judges — Judge-clect Sylvester Pheney and As-
sociate Judge-clect Michael Hand — were conduct-
ed by Farmington ¢ty clerk Trena Qulnn in the
Farmington Clty Hall Dec. 30. Many local dignitar-
fes were on hand to witness the occasion.

THE FARMINGTON Clty Counci! unanimously
denled a request for rezoning a 10-acre parcel of
land east of Farmington Road and south of Nine
Mile Road. The rezoning had been requested so that
:d 156-unit apartment complex could be construct-

DICK COOK, a Michigan State Unlversity sopho-
more from Farmington, was billed by MSU wres-
tling coach Grady Peninger as a promising new-
comer to the varsity squad. The 137-pound Cook
was an outstanding wrestler during his high school
days at Farmington.

SBRORT ITEM: "Buresucrats and crabgrass have
a Jot in common. Glve clther an inch and they'il
take a yard.” Another short item: “In 1952, an act
of the Legislature authorized the bullding of a
bridge between the Upper and Lower Peninsulas.”
Yet anolher short: “Advertising, like marriage,
may not be the answer, but Is there a better way?”

JAN. 11, 1974 —

AN ELECTION on renewing millage affecting
about $1.9 million of the Farmington School Dis-
trict's revenue Is coming up this spring, but the
school board was unable to decide exactly when at
a recent meeting, After about an hour of debate,
the board voted to direct the adminlstration to re-
serve & date “sometime in April" for the election.

CLARENCEVILLE'S basketball team soapped
its Josing string at 13 with a 60-53 viclory over
Brlghltnn. Brian Luka keyed the Trojan victory with
21 polnts,

IN ANOTHER bhigh school basketball game,
Farmington Harrison dropped a 84-47 declsion to
Highland Park. Bob Mason scored 15 points for
coach Bob Sutter's Harrison team.

A FREE MEDICAL clinic for Farmington-area
young people will open |ts doors as soon as a suit-
ahle Jocation can be found. The Farmington Area
Advlsory Committee (FAAC) sponsored the clinle.

RANDY DORST/stafl photographers
]

Carroll Knight: “Don't poople usually believe it when their g:m:m-:,f
ment says something?"” 3

o only 10.99 to 40.99

Handsome nylon luggage with brass
hardware, vinyl trim. nylon zippers.
top rope handles ond ID tags. The
large pullmans have wheels for easy
hondling and the tote comes with a
convertible shoulder strap. Choose
yours in colors of navy or burgundy,
then head for the sunshine. 1500
units * in Luggage. all stores.

Shown:
Carty-on, 22" only 21.99.

26" pulman/wheels, anly 34.99,
Not shown:

Tote, 15" only 10.99,

Garment bag, 467 only 29.99.
24" putiman. only 30.99.

28" pullmon/wheels. only 40,99,
‘Jotal unts Gva'3T 0 at @ HugLon s
s10t08 whi'e Quantties 1ast
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