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They fight child abuse by trai

By Margarot Noubacher
' staff writor

" "Parcntlng ls a very dlfficult Job, one we're all
- thrown Into with lttle or no tralning,” safd Ruth
~Tumer, parent education coordinator for Famlly

. Focus,

< /The Birmin, -based child abuss prevention
~and {nterventlon agency apends the bulk of Its time
. working with parents,

2. Onco parents learn some family life aidlls, they
. ©an be more responsible and less prone to crisls,
+ said founder-dicector Dee Dise.

Turner and Dise oversee Famlly Focus, which
wlll move Inte a new center In downtown Pontiac
later this month.

“We witl kecp our offlce at Redeemer Lutheran
Church at 1800 W. Maple Rogd,” sald Turner, “but
will move our supplies and the most the family cdu-

“They try to heal famllles and refer many of
them to us for help,” sald Dise, a grandmother four

tmes,

Last {all the Oakland probate judges, in a letter
to the state DSS, endorsed Famlly Focus and Ita
proposal for a new center, Similar letters of sup-
port were alsa written by the Oakland County Com-
munity Mental Health Services, a caseworker for
the county juvenlle court, and a local psychologist,
All have worked closely with the agency.

Famlly Focus also provides the services of a
group of credeatialed profesalonals called famlily
;lda. They meet and work with families in thelr

ome.

ANOTHER Family Focus service Is the parent
responsc phone, which provides an inatant source of
information and support for pareats,

“Wo get calls from abusers, thoso afraid of ahus-
ing and those who suspect a neighbor s abusing, We
answer questions and make a lot of veferrals. Any-
one who answers this lne has had at least 28 hours
of tralning by social workers, communication spe-
nlg&hh and chlld development speclallsts” Turner
said.

To get the new center in Pontlac under way,
Famlly Focus Is looking to ralse about $10,000, sal
Dise, The agency has received $3,000 In donatlons
{rom such groupa as the Junlor League of Birming-
bam, the: Troy Junlor Women's Club and Church
Women United. Another $3,000 of gifts have been
in-kind services, furnlture, curtains and palnt,

The agency is hoping to recelve some money
{rom the state's Child Abuse Trust Fund thls year.
The furd, established by the Jegislature almost two
years ago, receives funds from a $2 check-off box
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ning parents

on Michlgan personal lncome tax forms. The fund
helps private and non-proflt ageneles which work
to strengthen famitles.

“Unfortunately the fund has received only a
small amount of money,” Turner aaid.

Mobey Is needed to get Lhe primary program in
place at the new center, Dise sald. The agency's
plans are {0 eatablish what It calls a Parent-Child
Center in Pontlac. There It wlll furnlsh child care
for parents who are atiending meetings and classes
as well as provide informatlon and referrals,

‘The ngency also needs moncy for such things as
educational games and supplies, cquipment for In-
fants and toddlers' room, tralned chlld care work-
ers, and office supplies, Dlse sald.

And still there are plans for expanding the pro-
gram, {f posslble.

Last yearin
Oakland County
there were wore
2,981 reported
incldents of child
‘abuse and neglect.
-—_

i catlon classes to the (Pontlac) space we've been of-
© fercd at the YMCA, at Wide Track and Univernity.”
. Family Focus was founded 18 years &go on the
; premise that there lsn't adequate help for parents.

The non-profit agency started with oaly a con-
sclousness-ralsing plich they gave to anyone who
would listen, .

‘Teday 1t provides a variety of services (hat have
helped some 38,000 families In Oakland County, ac-
cording to Dise,

What keeps it going Is a steady stream of volun-

:_ LAST YEAR In Oakland County there were were
: 3,981 reported Ineldents of chlld abuse and neglect,
. ding to the of Sacial

1 Services.
- . "We see parents from all economic classea,” Dise
. sald. “We see an cxtreme range of problems as well
— everything from neglect to parents who cxpect
“ too l;rmcl: !r:;'m thelr cguudnn.' . .
“Pareat education grown in popularity aver
. the past flve years,” Turner sald. *Many middle
. ¢lass, average parents are seeking reafflrmation of
» thelr parenting skills. About 60 percent of the par-
* enta we sec are not abusive. They have aimply said,
'OK, I know this is a hard job. What canIdotobea
better parent?'™

THROUGH ITS work, Family Focus has become
well known In Oakland County's courts. County

judges have ordered many parents to attend Fami-
ly Focus family educatlon classes,
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. OURNEWIRA
A HANDLE ON MO

PROGRAR GIV

ES YOU
RE THAN INTEREST RATES.

At First of America, our new
IRAs offer you investment op-
tions with a full range of ma-
turities, from three months to 5
years. That gives you more con-
trol over changing interest
rates. And helps your IRA earn
more money. But that's just the
beginning.

Start an IRA with our
low minimum deposit.

Another reason to start your
IRA at First of America is our
low minimum deposit require-
ment. And you can open an
IRA at First of America even if
you already have a retirement
plan where you work.

It’s casy to save for your re-
tirement with an IRA. Because
you never pay taxes on your

principal or interest until you
retire and withdraw from your
account. By then, you'll proba-
bly be in a much lower tax
bracket.

Each year, the money you
put into your IRA is deductible
from your taxable income.
Currently, you can deduce up
to $2,000 per year if you file in-
dividually, and up to $2,250 if
you file a joint return with a
non-working spouse who also
has an IRA.

What's more, your IRA at
First of America gives you the
pratection of FDIC insurance.
So your IRA is safe and secure,
insured up to $100,000 per de-
positor.

With more cthan 200 conve-

nient, full service offices across
Michigan, First of America of-
fers you a variety of flexible
IRA investment options at
competitive rates.

And that's a grear way to
save for your retirement and
shelter funds from taxes, year
after year.

Get our lineon a
great retirement,

For more information on
IRAs, drop by or call your
nearby First of America bank.

When we work together, our
new IRA program gives you a
handle on more than interest
rates. It gives you our line on a
great retirement.

Substantial interest penalty is
required for carly withdrawal.

2} FIRST FAMRICA

WORKING TOGETHER TO BE FIRST.

Memlers FDIC.




