raises doubts:
over cable fee

By Joanno Mallszewsk|
atalf writor

Farmington Hills resldent Sandy
Holng recelved the same MetroVislon
[etter as her neighbors In the sparsely
populated Power Road neighborhood,
The letter sald they would have to pay
a $200-$800 Installation fee before the
cable televislon firm would install
cable lines.

But unlike the more than 30 other
people on Power whose homes have yet
to be wired for service, Hotng recelved
{ree lustallation and bas been watching
cn:c]c television in her home since Oc-
tober,

“I recelved the Uttle blue flyer from
MetroVision, kept the number and
called them,” Holng said. “But they
sald I couldn't get it.”

Hoing, however, dida't glve up.

Instead, she called MetroVislon when
she realized that her house, sltting 900
feet off the cast side of Power, was ap-
proximately 30 feet from a cable box
serving houses In the abuiting Pasade-
na Park subdivislon,

“IT IS almost like we are a part of
that subdivisien,” Holng sald.

“We'll send some workmen," Holng
sald MetroVislon had told her, “They
saw that we were 30 feet from the
hookup box and they said they would

hook up.”
§; h with her dls-

idents and MetroVision stems from the
cable flrm's “line extension pollcy” un- -
der which customers are charged for
cable installation In areas which have
fewer than 30 homes in a Unear mile.

OUT OF the 21,000 potentlal cable
subseribers In Farmln;

percent meet the flrm’s denslty re-
quirements and are recelving free In-
stallation, But about %00 houses
throughout the less densely populated
scctlons of the city are out of Juck un-
less the residents aro willing to pay an
Instaliation fee.

Economlcs fs the culprit from both
the residents’ and MetroVision's points
of view,

The residents are dead sct agalnst
paying the estimated $200-3800 fec,
which varies depending on the number
of residents who subscribe to cable
televiston,

- MetroVision, on the other hand, says
1t Is not a charity.

To break even financlally, cable telo-
vislon must be (nstalled in at least eve-
Ty 25 homes per mile, Bjorklund told
residents lest October.

Average overhead for cable con-
struction is nbout $12,000 for every
mile of cable. Unless there are enough
bouscholds along a cable route, the
{irm loses money, bhe sald,

BUT FARMINGTON and Farming-
ton Hllls officlals, members of the
Oakland Cable Commls-

pute over the Installation fee, Hoing

says the the of
her biouse to the hookup box I3 “the only
reason we have cable”

“People on our street arc gettiog dis.
couraged,” sald Edna McClelland, who
lives on the west slde of Power, south
of the Holng home,

“Granted. I understand the home is
close (o another subdlvislon. But why
can't we be wired through the same
sub,” sald Edna MeClelland, who lives
on the west side of Power. “If it s good
for ane [t is good for another. There are
probably other homes on that side of
the street (the east sldc) that could be
wired from that aiea (Pasadena
Park).”

But Tom Bjorklund, MetroVision
general manager, wearily says, “We
have explalned thiy to the people on
Power Road hundreds of times.

“It Is one home that can be served

slon (SWOCC), say that some of the con-
{uslon over MetroVislon's policy stems
from what constitutes a mile. Instead
of determining that 30 homes are locat-
ed along 0 linear mlle, the measure.
ment fa based on 30 homes for each
mile of cable, depending on how a
strect is laid out,

“They (MetroVision officlals) are
doing what they can o push tho densi-
ty." sald Lark Samouellan, SWOCC ex-
ecutlve dlrector, to allow more rest--
dents in Iess populated areas to have
cable television, without paying an in-
stallation fee,

Meanwhile, resldents and the
SWOCC are awalting the results of a
compliance study and deaslty review
being conducted by the tricity cable
consartium's cunsultant, Hareld Horn.

“We sent a proposal to the cltics

(Farmington, Farmington Hills and
Novl),” ij.t;klllnd sald. “It fs stll] at the

from an ' he added, g
to the hookup box behind the Holng
house that cannot be used to hook up
any other houses on Power.

The monthslong dispute between res.

State narrows field in fundin

By Josnne Mallszewskt
slaff writer

Farmington Hills' chances of recelv.
Ing a $1.2-million state land grant to
help buy the $2-millfon, 211-acre Spicer
property was all but assured last week
when state effivlaly iisled the planned
pufchase as the 18th highest priority
project out of 44 projects expected to
be funded this year,

“There s no problem with recelving
the Spleer estate,” sald Edward Hagen,
Michigan Land Trust Fund (MLTF)

Onee Horn completes the study, the

SWOCC must review It and make a de-

clslon on what should be dome,
Samouclian sald. .

stalf assistant. “Thero 1a enough money

to cover (the Hills project).”
MLTF offlcials formally adopted a
11 r the

Jan,

matching grant for Farmington Hills,
Hagen sald. The priority list will be
sent to the state Legislattre before the
month’s end. Final word will come
when the state Legislature appropr-
ates the moncy, sometime In early fall.

“Once the (atate) Leg ture ap-
proves the list, the usual process, from
what I understand, is that we will
recelve a contract from the MLTF,”
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By Tom Baer
staff writor

As long as the weather is brisk, Jan-
lce and Marllyn Mancuso's business
probably won'tbe. -

The Farmington-reared Mancuso sis-
ters operate Renalssance Afr Inc.,
which provides services to lght alr-
craft and the pilots who fly them out of
Mettetal Alrport In Canton Township,

And cold weather Is death on bual-

ess,

“Bad weather definltely hurts the
business,” seld Marilyn, who tralns
would-be pilots and sells aviatlon fuel
for the more than 200 alrplancs han-
gared at Mettetal,

“It's 2 lttle cold for flying,” Marilyn
2ald on a bitter-cold day last week. You
have to pre-flight your aireraft, and It's
kind of cold to stand outside and do
that kind of thing,

“'When It's cold, my training pro-
gram docsn't go, and I can't sell fuel if

I

Flying high!

people aren't flying. Those are our two
basic sources of Income.”

Another, more glamourous, one is
the Bell Ranger helicopter which rests
in the Mancuso's bangar at Mettetal
when |t isn't rented out for $350 an
hour, Including the pliot and fuel.

e Mancuso's best customer for the
hellcopter ts WXYZ-TV, which uses it
to track down big nows storics. Ashley
Helmbaugh, the hellcopter's pilot, Is
employed by Renalssance Alr, as are
the six alrplane pllots who glve fying
lessons and the two full-time mechan-
les who perform the required maln-
tenence on the alreraft,

RENAISSANCE AIR has turned into
quite 2 success story for the Mancusos,
who never dreamed they'd be running
an aireraft-oriented business (and cven
fiylng the planes themselves) back
when they were attendlng Farmington
Hlgh 2chool In the early 19603,

“I never wanted to be anything but a

- little inte-

Sister act makes airport business go

housewife,” said Janlce, now 40. “In
fact, I got marrled a fow weeks after 1
graduated.”

The Mancusos arc sisters who mar-
ricd brothers, accounting for the same
last name even after marrlage. Janlce
martled Ed; Marilyn marrled Dan, The
brothers, lke thelr wlves, operate a
buslness together — M & B Contracting
In Navi. Ed and Janlce Ilve In Farming-
ton. Dan and Marilyn call Novi home.

‘The alsters have juggled thelr busi-
ness activities with raising their fami-
lles. Janice and Ed have four children;
Marllyn and Dan have three,

Janice and Marilyn have their hus-
bands to thank for the business getting
started — even though the men show

+ "1 flying. The Mancuso
brothr-  purchi: d the helicopter sev-
eral years ago, th "ag it be would just
the thing to carry the:  from job slte to
Job site around the Detrolt area.

“But their nced for It just didn’t keep
up," Marilyn said, “and we wanted to,

do something else with it.”

That something else turned out to be
renting It to corporations, which use it
for acrlak photography and hauling ex-
ecutlves, and Channel 7.

Meanwhtle, the predecessor of Re-
natssance, Plymonth Aero, went out of
business. The sisters jumped at the
chance to {1l the vold. “It just sort of
fell into our laps,” Marllyn remem-
bered.

THE BUSINESS, In cxistence for
four years, has been at Mettetal for the
past two,

“We're not making a milllon dollars,
that’s for sure,” Janlce said, “but busi-
ness Is good, and it's getting better alt
the time. I'm proud of the services we
provide on the fleld. For years, they
didn’t even have fuel here. The old
owners couldn't afford to keep it in the
tanks.

Please turn to Page 3

zald Douglas Gaynor, Farmlngton Hills
director of speclal services,

THE CITY Council, Gaynor sald,
will then have to approve the contract
which details what the clty may do
‘with the property.

Receipt of the state grant later thls
year will represent the culmination of
4 long, hard-fought battle by communl-
ty leaders to acqulre a clty park. The
&ereage is owned by Blrmingham at-
torney Nicholas Spicer, who inherited
it from his late mother, naturalist El-
eanor Splcer.

School chief says district

By Tom Baer
staff writer

Thanks- for your concern, but it
docsn’t really apply (o us,

That's what Lewis Schulman, Farm-
ington's superintendent of schools,
seems to be saying to the state educa-
tlon officlals who last week unvelled a
plan to Improve schools,

ways had cootrol over such things, ‘“Wa
preler doing It ourselves,
‘“This dlatrict feels that those selec-
tions aro best left to the local board of
d and the f

=

serves."” .

‘ Schulman, who heads the 9,856-stu-
dent Farmington district, sald that he
and his fellow admlnlstrators had in-

Qutlined in a 39-page report, ‘Better
for Mich Citizens: A

od 41 parests of students in'13
achools to

bliclrad

gAtber oplnloas on the well-
critique

Blueprint for Action," the plan calls for
many changes, chlef among them:
tougher graduation standards, a longer
school year and days, more movey for
teachers, and tougher college entrance
requirements. .

“IVs Gnusual for this state to man-

date requirements,” sald Schulman, ex. .

plalning that local disiricts have al-

on educa.
tion by the Natlonal Commission on
Excellence In Education.

The comments of the Interviewed
Farmington‘pavents will be examined
ata carriculun meeting at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday at the board's central office,
32800 Shiawassee.

.. Issued tast spring, the sational re-
port was tilled “A Nation at Risk” bo-

cause it was highly critlesl of Ameri-
can publie educatlon.

The natlonal report was followed by
many others, including the Iatest one
by the state board of education,

‘"We have no objectlon to the state
board of education wantlng higher
standards,” Schulman sald. “Ours are
already high. -

“Thelr motlves are fine. Thelr mo-
tives make sense, But they'll have little
effect on this dlstrict.”

THE STATE'S proposal for a longer
school day — at least aix-hour class
days for senior, middle and junior high
students — struck Schulman as some-
thing that woulda't b nesded fn Lio
Fi dlstri

‘armington ct.
*We're not campaignling for a longer
school day,” he sald. “Most of the par-

-

MLTF olficlals have $18.4 mlllion to
spend on land acqulsition this year,
Hagen sald. The $18.4 mlillion inciudes
$14 mlllion In state money and $2 mll-
Hon in local money each project spon-
sor pays to recelve the matching grant.

But the grants requested from the 44
project aponsors total about $2 mlilion
more than the MLTF can award, he
said.
But that docsn't bother MLTF offi-
clals, Hagen ssid, because typleally
some projects fall to the wayslde by
belng sold before sponsors  recelve

OK

ents we Intervicwed safd they thought
the school day is loog enough. They
seemed to be saylng that they're inter-
ested In quality over quantity.”

State offlcials have sald that the
longer school year — the state wants It
extended from 180 to 200 days — plus
the longer achool days will carry a hef-
ty prico tag. .

State education officials have esti-
mated that lengthening the achool year
alone would cost $500,000. An import.
ant issue is who will pay for the plan,
the atate or local districts. Legislators
have sald chances of state funding are

The stato board's plan also calls for:
® Foreign-language courses at the

Floaso lurn to Paga 2

sweepstakes

furding or through attrition,

City officlals have been kecping thelr
(ingers crossed since they were asked
in November to reduce the grant re-
quest because the clty's orlginal $1.6-
million request represented about 15
pereent of the MLTF's total funds,

MLTF trustees told clty officlals
that the trust fund could ot afford the
origlnal B0-percent matchlog grant but

" pay 40 percent,

To avold losing the state grant, clty
offlctals (n November added $400,000
toward purchasing the acreage bor-
dered by Farmington Road and 10 and
11 Mile roads. At that time, clty effi-
cials also requested the smaller $1.2-
mlllion MLTF grant,

The city's total share of the Splcer
land purchase is §800,000,

would consider a 60-p

ant.
THE STATE would pay 60 percent
of the purchase price If the clty could

in the next couple of
months, Gaynor sald, city staff will be
adding to ex(sting plans for uses of the
planned park.
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