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Raider netters stunned

Experts say that in yball, emo-
tlon and enthuslesm are as Important,
1f not more important, than pure ablis-
t,

Y.

Skeptles of that theory should have
been at the North Farmington-Redford
‘Thurston match last Wednesdny,

Thursten, the long-time patsy of the
Northwest Suburban League, up and
beat league power North Farmington
in three games, 15-12, 14-16, 15-9,

The shock waves are still being felt
throughout the area.

“We were flat, stale, everything*
gald North coach Sandy Lublenlecki.
“Nobody. had a good night. Thls hap-
pens fg:sports, It's something that, no
matter what you try to do, you can't
snap out of it.”

THE RAIDERS were without poten-
Uzl all-stater Amy Austin. Austln
sprained her ankle early in Mondny's
match at Brighton. Lublenlecki said
she may be out as long as two to three
weeks,

“There i3 & possibillty of a bone chlip,
toa, She wlll wear a cast for a couple of

that,” she sald.

‘The loss of Austin may have been
part of the reason for North's lack of
spunk. But, as Lublenfeckt sald, “We
bave played flat before when Amy was
In the Uns-pp.”

Give Thurston credit. They were a
bungry team, and when they scnsed the
victory, they went after it with  fury,

“Thurston is & vastly improved team
from a year ago,” Lublenfeckl said.
“They are golng to be & tough force in
this league. Every one of thelr glrls
bustled. They went after cvery ball.

they got 50 fired up.”
One statistle, more than the others,

told the tale of North's defeat — ser-

vice reception. The Ralders had been
recelving opponents’ serves with a 92
percent proficlency eatering the Thurs-
ton game. They received just 81 per-
cent against the Eagles. Unrcceived
serves mean automatic polnts for the
opponents.

THURSTON'S SERVERS, thus, had
a big night. Helen Carano was success-
{ul on all 18 of her serves, while team-

days. We'll sce what happens after  When they saw that we were down, mate Lisa Poy made 19 of 20.
ralcons regain winnin
. A————

The F HI
team got ltself back on the winning
track Wednesday night, but not In a
fashlon entirely sultable to coach Kim
O'Nelll. .

The Falcons destroyed Plymouth
Canton, 15-2, 15-5, but the match was,
according to O'Neil, & sleeper.

“I'm happy we won, but It was real
dead, qulct. I don't like gnmes like that.
1 ltke more actlon, Everyone was kind
of standing around, and not cveryone
was putting out thelr maximurn ef-
fort,” she satd,

To llven things up, O'Nefll brought in
three junlors off the bench. The substi-
{utes came through.

Ann Malone, Jenny Lindbert and
Judy Baranyal played strong games
boih In the backeourt and at the net for
the Faleons.

“Those three glrls did a super job for
s

The Falcons (3-1) have an important
week ahead of them. They travel to
Walled Lake Centra) on Monday and

volleyball

then to Plymouth Salem on Wednesday,
The matches are cruclal league games
for the Falcons,

FARMINGTON HARRISON dida't
win its war with Livonla Bentley
Wednesday, but they did win a very im-
portant battle, ccach Ron Shortt aald,

In thelr first game of the scason, the
Hawks were routed by Salem. They
weee a lstless, lackadalsical con-
tingent, and Shortt was not pleased.

“We bad a little talk about our Inten-
alty,” Shortt sald.

His team responded agalnst Bentley.
The Bulldogs won in three games, 159,
14-16, 16-14, but the Hawka played
well. B

“We flnaliy started to play, I'm hap-

py with the team. I'm not happy with
the score, but, the improvement we
made and the Intenslty we showed
were encouraging.”

The first game looked like a repeat
of the Salem debacle. In the second
game, Shorit went to hls bench, It
turned out to be tho right move.

Junjor Kim George came off the
bench and it a fire under the Hawks,

“She really got us going. Both Bent-
ley and I subbed at the same time, and
we took control of the second game.
Then they put thelr starters back In and
they couldn't beat our second-string.”

George and company stayed In for
the third game and fought to the end
before loslng. ’

Karen Sklar, a Hawk starter, has

., *“Ilove it,” sald an ecstatle Thurston
coach Chris Wandyg. “The whole team
played outstanding. North dldn't scem
to really fight back and our girls reatly
wanted It They played thelr hearts
out.”

For North, tho lone bright spot was
aophomore Latnnn Shaw,

“Lalana came off the bench and real-

Iy shined,” Lublenleckt sald, “She really
c:;rnn on — our brightest star, Our only
star.”
Shaw dldn't miss a ball, playing
mostly in the back row, and she caught
everyone's attention with a thundcrous
spike in the final game, Lubienicckl
sald Shaw's performace earncd her a
starting spot In the Ralder line-up.

North (2-1) wasn't the only NSL pow-
er 10 get knocked off In the first week
of league competition. Westland John
Glenn, surprlsed Livonia Franklln n a
{wo-game sweep, 18-4, 15-13,

‘The Ralders attempted to defend its
title in the Andover-Lahser Invitational
over the weckend. The Ralders had
won the tourney the past two years, De-
talls will be in Thursday’s Farmington
Observer,

g toucn

been the most consistent player this
season. She has yet to miss a serve.
Against Bentley, she was 11 for 11,

The Hnw‘ks (0-2), travel te Livonla
Churchlll tonight.

FARMINGTON MERCY'S Laurie
Huston dld a little bt of everything for
the Marllns Thursday, and it pald off in
a 15-18, 15-8 victory at Livonia Lady-
wood.

Huston'’a offenslve net performance
in the opening game sparked the Mercy
win. Sue Scott chipped in by serving
seven straight polats, Including a pair
of aces.

In the second game, it was Huston's
serving that helped turn the trick, Mer-
cy led, 10-6, when she stepped Inta the
server's box and finlshed cut the game
and the match,

The win kept the Marlins undefeated
for the season. They are 2-0 for both
the season and In the Catholic League.
Mercy hosts Harper Woods Bishop Gal-
lagher Monday.

Pioneers destroy Ferris State

By C.J. Risak
otalf writer

The glvcaway wasn't supposed to
start unttl next week.

But i Oakland Unlversity's athletic
department, which Is trylng to attract
fans with a promotlon that would carn
a winoer $1 mlllion dollars, wants to
keep those fans in thelr scats all It has
to do ks schedule a couple more games
like last Thursday’s.

QU won the Great Lakes Intercolle-
gate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) bat-
tle, holding off vislting Ferris State 75-
69,

IT WAS A VICTORY the Pionecers
“really needed,” according to coach
Lec Frederick. “We've lost some tough
opea the lust few times out.”

The win boosted OU's recard to 85
overall and 2-1 In the GLIAC golng into
Saturday’s battlc at Wayne State.

Aud the Fioneers were the superior
team from the beginnlng untll — well,
almost ~ the end,

They piled up a 13-palnt bulge with
7:32 {0 go and still had & scemingly safe
elght-polnt edge with 2:01 left. But thea
OU got a lttle careless,

In the flnal 1:34, the Ploneers com-
mitted a turnover and mixsed a palr of
layups and the flrst free throw In a one-
and-one situation.

FORTUNATELY, FERRIS waa just
25 incpt down tho stretch, Following
Oakland’s turnover, guard Willlam
Wheat, who had canned some long out-
slde jumpors, missed a layup with 45
seconds left that would have cut Ferrhs’
dedledt to four,

Instead, OU rebounded Wheat's miss

. and got the ball downcourt In a hurry,

with Mike Mohn laying It in to restore
hia team's elght-point advantage.

Ferria waso't flniabed. Delalno
Rimmer, who bagged 20 polats, hit a
palr of jumpers to cut the OU lead in
half., But tho second Rlmmer basket
cama with just threa seconds leit. Rob

- Skinner hit a palr of frra throws with s
. socond remalitng to give OU its final
margin of victory. ° )

SISO TR

OU sporis

“They were shooting them from out-
doors — not outside, outdoors,” Freder-
Ick 2ald of Ferris' outside shooting,

OF COURSE, the OU coach wouldn't
bave wanted it any other way. He put
bis team Ioto a 2-3 zone most of the
game to force Ferris outside, and it
pald off. The Bulldogs often looked
confused, spending & lot of time looking
{or a good shot and then seltling for a
20-foot jumper,

'"We knew they could hurt us Inside,”
Frederick sald. “They’re stronger and
quicker than we are.

“We thought we could get what we
wanted offensively, But we bad to hold
them on defense.”

What QU got offenslvely was some
hot abooting from Mohn in the firat balf
{17 of his 21 points) and strong work off
the bench from Chris Howze and Craig
Mitchell.

HOWZE, Normally 2 starter, hed
been struggling lately, mainly becausa
of a virus that hit him last month. He
locked falrly sharp Thursday, hitting
six of 11 from tho floor, acoring 14
points and playing 32 minutes,

‘"We're misalng a cylinder with bim
out of there,”” Frederick sald of his
sophomore guard. :

Mitchell added 10 points and four as-
alsts off the bench. Skinner acored 11
points, was credited with six arsists
and mado a of steals for QU, while
Mohn topped the rebounders with nlne,

Jolning Rimmer in double figures for
Forris was Wheat with 18, Georga Day-
1s with 14 and Mike Thomas wjth 12.

OU took the lead for good with a 10-3
blits just before the midway polot of
the first hall, Tho spurt gave the
Ploneers an eight-point lead, and tha
closest Ferris could come the rest of
{irc way wax six until tho final seconds.
—~The" Pioneers host Lake Superior
State at 8 p.m. Thursday,

p
t

Chris Howze, an Orchard Lake St Mary's

JERRY 2OLYNIKY

graduate, dishes oft

while driving againet Ferris State Colloge Thursday night.

By Brad Emons .
stalf writer

Redford Union sure doesn't play like
a basketball team that has lost 30
games In a row.

Just ask North Farmlngton.

The Raiders used a big second quars
ter Friday night to turn back the stub-
born Panthers, 60-58, in a Noiihwest
Suburban League clash.

After Rick Anderson’s free. throw
with four seconds left gave North a
two-point cushion, RU's Kelth Ruloff
took a pass and dribbled down the
floor, arching a 17-foot jump shot at
the buzzer — only to fall off the front
of the rim.

“They don't like losing, and they
don’t accept It,” sald RU coach Lee
Blerke of his team. “Even at 0-8 (this
scason) we can play with these teams,

“Each time we lose, we break down
In a certain segment of the game. We
nced to put it all together to win.®

RU led 16-14 after one quarter, but
North came out smoking In the secand
quarter behind -the shooting of guard
Steve Bambach, who drilled home 10
points agalnst the Panthers' zone de-
fense.

“WHAT WE dld Ls let Bambach shoot
from the corner from us,* Bjerke ex-
plalned. *Our down-extenslon man
didn‘t get out like he's supposed to.”

7

~T::m Negohian

Rick Pennala of North Farmington (with ball) looks for an opening
down the lane during Friday night's Northwest Suburban League
basketball clash with Redford Union. Pennala and his teammates
held on tor their second straight NSL victory, 60-58.

North extends
RU loss string

The result was a 20-8 North scoring
edge and a 34-22 halftime lead. -

“The kids have gatned a llitle more
confldence in the things we are dolng,”
sald North coach Tom Negoshian. *You
can see it In Anderson, our sophomore,
and Rlck Pennala, our junlor polnt.
guard, who runs our offense.”

Andcerson, o 6-foot-6 forward, led all
scorers with 19 polnts. Bambach added
13 and 64 junlor workhorse Bob
Chawllk contributed 11 polnts and 12
rebounds. Scott Draper, a senlor,
chipped [n with 10 points (n his best
outing of the season.

“Draper, the last three games, has
played cexceptionally well,” Negoshian
said. “He's staying withln his role and
1s working into the system.”

Ruloff, who sparked RU's late rally,
scored 17 polnts In a losing ¢ause. Rich-
ard Williams added 12 and the persis-
tent John Copley contributed 10.

“THESE kids never qult” Bferke
sald. “They're hard-werking, and they
work thelr tafl off, It will come.

“What's hurt us is that the school sys.
tem dldn't provide us underneath. The
school system has to rectify that It
we're to be competltive. For the first
time we have a freshman team,”

North, at 2-2, is by no means out of
the NSL pleture.

“We felt the next four (league) games
— and because we're young — would
tell more about us,” said the North
Farmington coach. “The four Fridays
In a row was the push. Now we have
two more (o go.”

RU suffered a big blow in the open-

- Ing guarter when polnt-guard Dennis|
Bushart went out with a sprained an. .

kle. He never returned.

“IF WE lose him it will be very se-
rlous,” Bjerke sald. “In my oplnlon he's
the best sophomore guard In the area.
He's averaglng 15 polnts and five as-
slsts a game, We had to go away from
our original game plan because of it,
but we dld a great job coming back in

the gecond half, What kllled us was our

frec-throw shooting.”

RU hit 10-0f-21. North, meanwhile,
was a little more proficient at 14-0{-21,
Including two key free throws by Dean

Temple with 37 seconds to play. That

gave North a §9-55 advantage.




