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MS: mysterious, sinister, deadly

MY CLOSEST ENCOUNTER with multiple
sclerosis came after the fact.

Twelve-year-old girls were not considered
candidates for the disease of the nervous sys-

tem that destroys the myelin sheath around

the spinal column in an onslaught that affects
vision, balance, mobility, and other functions,

So when our daughier, Linda, did develop
these symptoms more than 20 years ago, there
was never a mention of multiple sclerosis,
though, in a matier of days, msee——E—
she began to suffer double =~ ————
vision. lack of batance, and
constant nausea.

“A tumor, or encephali-
tis,” the pediatriclan in-
toned. “We've got to get 4
her some help qulék." 4 o

Days spent in Children's .
Hospital cvolved into o SHirlee
spinal tap which eliminat-
ed cncephalitis as the lden
problemy; the shaving of
Linda's long honey-blond hair for a ventricu-
logram; and then a diagnosis of an inoperable
brain tumor.

She was supposed to die in weeks, but had
cobalt treatments at Harper Hospital, im-
proved physically and came back to us emo-
tionally from a deep depression, which had
kept her mute and locked into herself,

For several months, she improved: walked,
swan, rode a bieyele and was sometliing of a
curiosity to medical personnel.

IN JUST a few months, her symptoms re-
turned. For humanitarian reasons, she was
treated with cobalt to her brain to reduce the
pressures of the tumor. The cobalt also dam-
aged Linda's brain.

Fourteen more months she lived a kind of
hall life. Each morning my husband, Jack,
carried her into the family room where she
lay on a sofa. She slept in a hospital bed in her
own room, but seldom used the waiting whee)-
chair,” Her neck museles lacked strength to
support her head.

She walched TV, played games with her
younger siblings, and often couldn't quite re-
member things, like one in senility,

Two vital decisions were made. Linda would
stay at home with us, always. And when it was
aver, a complete pathology would be under-
taken. We had lived with mystery long enough
and believed that perhaps the doctors could
learn something that might help others.

ONE NOVEMBER night, my daughter dicd
holding my hand, finally at peace. :

In a few weeks, when the pathological ex-
amination and the resulting tests were com-
plete, we were told that Linda never had a
tumor, that she had MS.

Several times after Linda's death, 1 re-
marked Lo physicians that she had dled of MS
and they contended I was mistaken — she was
too young. True, they knew more about dis-
ease, but I made a point of learning.

Just today I was told that MS literature de-
scribing the degencrative discase as occurring
in patients from 20-40 years of age has been
changed and now refers to patients 15-40
years at onset. Sophisticated diagnostic proce-
dures now substantiate that it does eccur in
younger persons.

THE TRAGEDY of MS is that it appears, in
a sneaky way, In young people, and can take a
long time to cause pronounced symploms. A
virus is one possible cause, one that can stay
dormant for many years.

a getr when
leave, almost miracutously, In some fortunate
persons, the attacks may never recur. For
others, in weeks, montits, or years, they're in
trouble again, often worse trouble.

+  Linda’s mysterious improvement after the
first cobalt course was a remlssion. We know
that now.

Stewart Newman, a Southficld MS patient,
once said that MS can involve any bodily func-
tlon, sight, hearing, bladder and bowel control,
and cause muscular weakness, too, making it
a formidable foe.

DAN MURPHY, Oakland County executive,
is the honorary chairman of a performance of
a Pulitzer Prize winning play at the Blrming-
ham Theatre Lo benetit the MS Socicty.

Murphy Is one recruit in an army of sup-

porters of the society and the rescarch, reha-
bilitation and other work done wunder its
auspices.

Genie Francis, who plays Laura in TV's
“General Hospital” stars iff the sometimes
touching and often hilarlous story of three sis-
ters,

“Crimes of the Heart” won the Pulitzer in

1981. It also won the New York Drama Critics *

Circle Award, You can get a cheaper ticket by
not attending the Jan. 27 opening event but not
the warm glow that comes from supporting a
posltive effort.

IF YOU CHOOSE to support the MS Soci-
ety, for $25 you can see the play, for $50 you
can see the play and attend a gala receptlon at
the Robert Kidd Gallery. And for $100, or $175
a couple, you can add a buffet dinner at the
Bleomlield Open Hunt.

Dennis Green, whose wife, 33, is an MS pa-
tient, has blg plans and high hopes for the hunt
club gala,

“My wife was diagnosed a year ago, not
very long after our marriage,” he says, “We
gol a crash course tn MS, a mysterlous,

ulnhercdltary, emotional and physical afflle-
tion.” .

Green, uslng show husiness connections, is
trying through Pat Archer, owner of Excali-
bur, a Southfield restaurant, to get Frank
Sinatra to appear at the hunt club party.

“Ql' Blue Eyes,” who will be performing in
the area that night, Is the natlenal honorary
chairman and a spokesman for the MS Soci-
ety. Green and others have their fingers and
toes crossed that a very special personality
will make it to the Bloomficld Open Hunt.

Before the fact or after, it isn’t necessary lo
be an MS patient or even to know one to want
to help. Those who need ticket information
can call the MS Socicty at 967-2022¢

-# JICLOCK Jr.
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FRIDAY
FISH DINNER

o IO
& Bakod Polatoos
with complete dinnars
33480 W. 7 Miie at Farmington Rd.
Livonia {F.nart Shopplng Center) » 476-8215

JLUNCHEON

BVEAY THURS.

PATIENTS WHO PRACTICE
AVOIDANCE -

It is common for a potlent to aay; “i'va boan pul-
ting off gening you, not bacauso of the money, but
bocauce | eouldn't work up the norve o como.”

- What keeps thom away? )

0no reason Is apprehension. The person betoves
that ho or sha will learn somoibing sbout thelr haallth
1hoy didn’t want to know, fuch os “Stop smoking' or
“’L.0ss woight.” Ancther couse I3 o misconcoption
that g lest the physiclan may porform, such as an X-
ray, wlill adversoty atect the peraon’s heatth,

A tasty Top Sirloin and
succulent King Crab Legs, <
served with a choice of vegetable

plus a trip to our Salad Bar.

Prench Colony

Reslaurant
3k § v
LIVON{A-WEST

6 Mile Rd, & 1-275 Ph. 464-1300

fuel saving W
solution?

Does your present doorwall lat
cold ait in and warm al¢ out?

cold?

Install The “Pertect Mate”
Doorwall Storm System.

Does it sweat and t0st? Are the frames Ice cold? Are
your tuel bills skyrocketing? Is your home comforiably
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oral quarrel

Vatican-U.S. relations

This. week's Oral Quarrel ques-
tion asked readers how they !e:l

As 2 listening post for the world
1f the United States should establish
Jatl with the

about the United States
lishing diplomatic relations with
the Vatican after a lapse of 117

years.
Following are the responses:

1 think the Pope Is a wolf In
sheep's clothing, I am fed up with
hearing his name through the media
so much,

.

No donflict of church and state. A
power which controls 2a many peo-
ple and exerts as much power as
the Vatican, there we should have
dlplomatic relations.

.

The United Stales should not ap-
point a Vatican envoy. This violates
the princlpal on which the United
States was founded -~ the separa-
tion of church and state, The Vati-
can exists primarily as the head-
quarters of the Roman Catbolic re-
ligion rather than as a secular
atate, Conferring upon it ambassa-
dorial status provides that rellglon
with a status none of the many
other church organfzations in the
Unlted States and the world can
have.

.

The desire for mutual Christian
relationships between the church
and the state should be for world
peace. A suggestion that the antl-
quated Constitution of the United
States be brought up to modern
times, We need Christlan people in
this country and not Communists or
athelsts, We only llve once ard why
can’t we betkind and loving to ev-
eryone as God wants us to be. Wish
I had the faith of Pope John Paul.
Bless him and the Farmington Ob-
server. ;

T P
Vatican we'd bave an advantage
that we have otherwise not had,
Many countries already have diplo-
matic relationships with them and
it would provide us with the oppor-
tunity to be In on the relatlonship
thot thesa countries already have. I
think we should establish diplomat-
ic relationships with the Vatican.
. e

The United States shouldn't bave
any diplomatic relations at all with
the Vatican. It may be a sovereign
atate, but its rule extends over a
church not a country. We do not
need diplomatic relatlons with a
church that already is quite. well
represented In this country,” It
seems to' me that this country’s
Constitution guaranices a. separa-
tion of church and state. And this is
a flagrant violation of this princi-
ple I'm disappolnted in President
Reagan. I voted for him. I'll vote
for him again.

This Is a flne idea. Too bad it
waso't done earller. In the late for-
tles it was tried before, the last
time I recall, In that time there was
a lot of milltary {nformation com-
ing out of the Vatlcan that we had
no other way of getting. This is one
way of doing it. They should have
done It before but baven't got
around to it. That's my point of
view — it's a real great idea.

L

It i3 absolutely essential that our
government not do this proposed
diplomatic relations with the Vati.
can. A separation of church and
state, which we should be con-
ccrned with. To my knowledge and
cducatlon thls has been followed
and should be followed.

4x7Q obisng
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What sooms 1o work the bost to overcome this
attitudo of avoldance I3 having the patiant talk over
the matier with friands or-family in a caim way. Re-
poatedly polnting out to the parton that procrastina-
tion solves o probiema eventuatly loads to their
changlng their mind. Howsvor, this dialogue nooda to
continus unill the patient hns made and ket his or
her doctor's appointment. -

Thoraailar, It is up 10 Iho doctor
sleat mot thot he
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