Merchants seek stiffer sho

By Tim Richard
stail writer

Police, city attorseys, judges,
lawmakers — all should crack down on
shoplifting, “the most expensive crime
in (he nation,” according to & Pontlac-
based drug-store chaln.

But at least one sheriff and some Ub-
eral slate’ legislators are cool to a
crackdown on a crime whose average
take 13 $14 in merchandise. ,

. *'Shoplliting has incressed to.where
it now equals 6.6 percent of the nation-

j assistant vi dent for h«:‘m’coqx;
Ing: vice president for
rate security of Perry Drug Stores Ine, _

His boas, company President Donald
Foz, sald drug chains nationally eam
an average of 2 percent on sales, and
his own flrm is at 1 pereent. Thus, sho-
pliiting losses are triple the stores’
earnings. .

“WE GOTTA have jails (o put 'em
In,” responded Oakland County Sheriff
Johannes ‘Spreen as store officials last
week unveiled their proposals to a
luncheon meeting of ‘businessmen, po-
Lice officials and the media,

“I'm being sued by inmates’ lawyers,
and they're winnlng. I'm under (feder
al) court order to get ‘em out of fail,”
aid Spreen, referring (o an order to re-

condltions. "We've had to tell potlce not
to arrest women.”

A bero to merchants I state Rep. Joe
Forbes, D-Oak Park, who Introduced a
legislative blll {o stiffen pemalties for

RRUPKA BAID the “prototype shop-
Lifter” s no longer the 18-year-old mid-
dle-class high achool girl."" He gavae thls
description:

# “Shoplitters (In 1982) ware almost

shoplifting and broaden merchanta'gqually divided betwoen tho sexes.”

tlghts to apprchend suspects. “T
couldn’t get a hearing on it,” Forbes
2ald in & telephone Interview. “Having
been 2 myself, P'm sym-
pathetic.”

Successfully oppesing the bl for
five ycars were liberal Democrats Per-
ry Bullard of Ann Arbor and Lyn Jon-
dahl of East Lanslng and the American
Clvil Libertles Union. “It becomes a
cliss syatem philosophy,” said Forbes.
“They see the poor and black getting
arrested.” :

Forbes sald be prefers otheg pro-
grama to help the poor instead of golog
easy on shoplifting.

‘The bill would have made It a felony
to steal property of more than $100 res
tall value, In order to detaln a suspect,
@ merchant would not be requlred to
sea the theft but to hava “reasonable
grounds” for suspicion. The me.chant
could not be beld liable if an arrest -
were made. To recover civil damages,
the merchant would not have to win &

@ People in the 17-39 age-bracket
accounted for more than half the ar-
rests. The other half were minors and
pocple of 40 or more.

@ “The American shoplifter todny
may be one who is mature, educated
and well-dressed.” Far from belng
needy, shoplifters may be bored, frus-
trated or deslrous of “beating the sys.
tem.”

A $7.7 million financlal pact will
trigger business develepment in an
B20-acre research park northeast of
Ann Arbor, according to private de-
velopers, government and Unlversity
of Michigan officlals.

The Ano Arbor Technology Park, on
US-28 within two miles of the U-M
North Campus, is the product of a two-
year planning cffort by Wood and Co,,

State ma

® America's value system is chang-
ing — for the worse. Research in a Chi-
cago department store showed one
shopper in 12 had stolen sowmething.
Shopllfting is increasing becauso peo-
ple are discovering only cne in 1,250

shoplifters ever go to jall for that of- -

{cnse (although they may by Jalled for
drugs or weapons charges),

ALTHOUGH SHOPLIFTING may
out rank bank robberles and street
crimes o its gross economle impact,
Krupka sald, It's not taken serivusly yet
by the law enforcement network.
“Judges are reluctant to imprison

an Ann Arbor-based development flrm,
and the U-M. !

‘When fully developed, at (he end of
13 years, the park will have an estimat-
ed value of more than §250 million and
employ more than 12,000 persons.

THE $7.7 MILLION line of eredit is
the first land developmeat loan made
by Michigan's state retirement syatem.
1t will be tsed to install utllitics, roads,
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shopllfters becatwe of the crowded con-
ditlons of our jalls,
*“City attorneys will not

{Ro-BBXOPA

plifting penalties

But some legislators, judges, police disagree

prehended and prosecuted an average
of 250 shopllfiers per month ~ 102
percent more than the previous year.
“We have sharply reduced shoplifting
losses in our stores with tight and effi-
clent security measures. We also are

cases lavolving less than $5 or $10 of
merchandise.

“Police nliluen glve shoptifting low
prigrlty becauze of thesa attittudes,” he
sald,

A retaller procecutes, not out of vin-
dictiveness but In order to curb lo
that ralse costs and prices. In fact, sald
Krupka, “he frequently ends up with a
grealer 1oss becauss he has to pay em-
ployees walting In court to testify.™

In 1983, he gald, Perry stores ap-

lghting and landscaping.

“This massive undertaking will
greatly expand the area's economy,”
said Rex E. Jensen, prealdent of Wood
and Co. “Whlle this project is well-
plenned, It Is the financing that makes
itareality.” |

The U-M provided planning assist-
ance to the park and continues to par-
ticipate In a committee that will select

pp 5 in greater
numbers,” he sald,

FOX SAID his company last year
pald out 225 rewards to cltizens {af $25
each) for Information leadlng to con-
viction of shoplifters, -

This year the firm willl recruit peo-
ple for instore “bocest patrols” to as. -
sist in arreats and convictions.

The firm supported establishmant in
Michigan of o “Shopilfters Anony-
mous” program similar to one in Penn-
sylvania for flrst-time offenders.

kes loan to research park

tenants and monitor the park's devel-
opment.

“We belleve the Ann Arbor Technolo-
gy Park will be a focal point for inter-
action between the U-M and private en-
terprise,” sald James F. Brinkerhoff,
U-M vice president and chief financial
olfleer, “The park offcrs a potential for
UM students, faculty, and researchers -
to both assist and Jearn from high-tech-
nology flrms,

WOODEN SHIP KITS
AVAILABLE AS
LOW AS $40.00

A Wode? BAp Kit wil be &

pricelass heirloom for o
famlly, .. 8¢ eall Todag for .,

CAN YOU IMAGINE 2000 HOURS
OF FUN FOR UNDER $350.?

FREE MOVIE TICKETS
YOU CAN HELP DESIGN A NEW HOME!

Pulte Homes of Michigan Corporation is Inviting you to
participate on our consumer survey panel. We realize how
important your ideas will be to future housing design. NOW IS
YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE METRO
DETROIT HOUSING MARKET. .

If you meet the following criteria, please call and get your®
appointment today:

duce -Jall- overcrowdlng and improve conviction on the criminal charge.
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193 W. Maple NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS
644-8233 I‘{ \'(oudo:'l usc'lt or yﬁur Inm\lyﬁolusnl'l‘wnnx I;. coﬁx:lgln
. > 5 iy arilal esteles and collectl-
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Art Nouveau, Branzes, China, Cryatal, Jowalry, Paints
Ings, Porcolains, Rugs nnd Sliver. Coll for an oppolnt-
ment {313) 338.9203. .
OUR STANDARD COMMISSION RATE IS 0%
FOR ALL ITEMS SELLING OVER $1,000,
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Currently renting.

Would like to live in the Farmington Hills area.

Annual income of 35,000 or more.
Desire a home in the 70,000 to 80,000 price range.
Have specific ideas on what you desire in a new home.

Phe Doll Waspisal & Toy Sotdicr Shop
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GALLERIES, inc. f§e SINCE 1959

AUCTIONEERAS « APPRAISERS + ESTATE SPECIALISTS
Mome OF\Ca 73 Woodwar Avarna + v, Licrgen 43043 +1311)330-3303
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Be Window Wise...
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‘WINDOWS
t loss through your windows
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by 55%

Reducing drafts and cutting heat loss Is tike
monaoy in the bank. And 3M Magnetlc Inlatior
Rigid tnsulaling Windows save three ways; tirst,
tough, vinyl moulding reslsts conductive heat loss
batler ihan metal. Second, Ihe magnatle seal and
gasketed moulding reduces cold dralts (and
noise) from coming In, Third, 1ighlly sealed dead
air space culs 1olal heat loss In hall.

The 3M Insulating Window converts a single.
glazed window 1c double glazing; convets a
double-glazed window Into a tripie-glazed window.
Easy to pul on and Lake off, It seals like a
magnetic refrigerator door.

Call us for a free cost eslimate of professionat
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Instatlation.
Your Windows Are Our Business...
3M hears you...
JAMCO SHheasyou...
M Window Energy Savers
1
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STORE WIDE CLEARANCE SALE

Y2 OFF...

Thru January 22 « Super Bowl Sunday

Save 50% on EVERYTHING in the store. Nothing is excluded.
Choose from many familiar name brands including Pegasus,
Chardon, Farah, Ejoven, Angels Flight, Sansabelt and more.

100% WOOL SUITS

R0G. 4210 c.cceisneen
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WOREELEND SUTS sg2.50

SI:S?L?OATS $39.50-°49.50

DRESS & SPORT SHIHTSs

Rog. *18-'28....... =

9-%13

ENTIRE DRESS PANT SELECTION

Rog. *16-'40

ALL JEANS

ROQ. 418124 vvcsecssecesmssssssssns

LEATHER COATS

Rog, *139-4225........

LEATHER PANTS

Rog. 1128

$8-520

3 9.00-512
$70-%112

%64.50

ROY .

" OAKLAND MALL
. FAIRLANE ~DEARBORN

LIMITED TO THE FIRST 50 CALLS .
Please phone 661-2505 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
and ask for Denige Sorles If you are interested in particlpating.

For your time, you will recelve two FREE UNITED ARTIST MOVIE
TICKETS for select theaters In the Detroit Metro area.

THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO BUY!
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e
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Announces

AN :
UNPRECEDENTED
YEAREND
FUR EVENT

poes 21 ey N B
Farmington Hills Store Only

Wednesday, January 18th 10:00 A.M. to 9:00 PM.
Thursday, January 19th 10:00 A.M. to 5:30 PM.

Loehmann’s always offers spectacular
savings on our fabulous furs, but this time
we have really outdone ourselves.

Due to ad purch and drastic markd s
we are offering our entire fur collection at unheard of prices.

[f you have been dreaming of owning a luxurious fur,
you will be astounded by the
quality and price of every fine fur In our stack.

%céma/nozéf

Often imitated. Never equaled.

Farmington Hills

Loehmann’s at Hunter Square
Located on the Southwest Comer of Orchard Lake Road and Fourteen Mile Road
(313) 855-2393




