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Trends of “1984° were reversed

By Tim Richard
ataif writer

To futurist Alvin Toffler, “1934~
came closest to occurring In the late
1950s.

“We have been moving from a 'mass’
o a de-massifled soclety,” safd the one-
tUme journallst whosc books bave
tumed “The Third Wave” and “Future
Shock” into household words.

George Orwell's 1949 novel, *1984,"
pictured a soclety conslsting of three
super-natlons constantly fighting Umit-
ed wars over a small, unceveloped seg-
ment 5! the world and Its supply of
nlave labor, The Americaz and tha
United Kingdom had become the chief
clements in one super-nation called
Oceanla. In Oceanla’s strictly stratified
socicty, 85 percent of the people consti-
tuted 2 mass called “the poles.”

Orwell's 1984 was a projectlon of
trends that were In place in 1948, at the
close of World War IL But Toffler, In a
recent lecture at Schooleraft College,
sald those trends reves themselves
in the late '50s and carly *60s.

WHAT ORWELL was witnessing

MDOT taking
i-696 job bids

The Michigan Depariment of Transportation
whkill take blds Wednesday for 24 construction and
improvements projects for state highways, roads

was the peak of the world’s second rey-
olutlonary wave (agriculture was the
flrat), Totfler sald,

“Deaplte the differences between so-
cicties llke Japan and Sweden, the US
and the USSK,” he sald, “there were
certaln parallel forms.”

In the second wave, there was mass
production, made possible by “brute
force* technologles and high-energy In-
puis.

There was mass distribution of this

mass production —~ through supermar-
kets, glant deparment stores, chain op-
crations,
* There was mass education. No mat-
ter what the cur a tha nation,
children learn: fundamental
things: punctuatlty, obedience and how
to perform repetitive work by rote.
“These skllls are required for an indus-
trial labor force.”

‘There were mass media — three pa-

tlonwide telovision networks In the US, *
and a growing influence of a few met-

ropolitan daily newspapers.

‘There was a mass rhythm to soclety
— rush hour traffie, prime time televi-
alon, bedtime,

There we-e nuclear famtlles as con-

trasted to the extended families of
farming days, and children rarely wit-
nessed work. The elderly wero sent of
to fnstitutions.

Nolongar,

“THE WORLD wc've known ls com-
ing apart at the seams,” Toffler safd.

The thied wavo of revolutions began
with literary critlcism of conformity in
such novels as "The Man in the Grey
Flannel Suit® and such soclo'ogical
studles as “The Organlzation Man.”

“Because of computer controls, there
has been a shift to customization of
production,” said Toffler, who with hix
wife vislts {actories all over the world
while other tourista visit cathedrals,

“Factories no longer turn out a mil-
lion of this and 200,000 of that but 38 of
lha, 13 of that and 27 of the other,” he
sald,

As for mass distribution, he found
“the supermarket is obsolete” — attest-
ed to by the flnancia) troubles of such
major local chains as Great Scolt, .
Kroger, Chatham and Packer. “Now
1t's a bunch of boutiques,” he sald.

Toffler's poll of the audlence showed
85 percent recently bad purchased

something by mall or telephone. He
visualized the day when customers
would order a product by telephone
and, whlle punching in the order, ac-
tivate the hnology to tom-pi

duce whatever they ordered.

The third wave has hit the medla
particularly hard, Toffler sald. “Untll
1977 there were only three networks.
Today there are an increasing number
of cable channels for every concevable
group in soclety,

“In the print media, there are special

interest magazines — 15 flylng maga- X

zines alone. There s even a specialized
newsletter tn the survivers of thaso 1ost
In particular plane crashes.”

In politics, this customlzing is seen in
the number of single-lssue candldates,

In the military, customizing s evi-
denced by precislon targeting of weap-
ons - a far ery from the trench war-
fare and military draft of the second
wave, or of Orwell's “1984,"

WHERE WE work shows we aro far-
ther than cver from the soclety of
“1884,” In which hero Winston Smith
worked znonymously in the 100-story
offlce building of the Ministry of Truth.
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“*Commuting b anti-productive and

one of the dumbest things we do,” sald
Toffier. “It once made sense In the doys
of factorles.

“When the cost of transportation
rises, employees need a raise, We need
to have highways, tralfic police, cafe-
terias — a major drag on the American
cconomy.

*Today when a majorlty of the work
force handles data, paper, numbers, it
Is no longer necessary to concentrate
masses of people under the same roof.*
{In fact, the number of white-collar
workers in America exceeded the num-
ber of blue-collar workers for the first
time in histery in 1957.)

and airporta totaling an esttmated $17.1 milllon, .

Planned for Oakland County by May 1885 arc the
resurfacing and pavement replacement on aix
miles of I-96 Freeway from the west clty limits of
‘Wixom, cast to the Interchange with I.275 In Novl,

Constructlon of a raltroad bridge to carry the
Grand Trunk Railread over new I-696 Freeway and

a temporary rail runaround in Royal
Pleasant Ridge (n October 1985,

Also planned for Qakland is the construction of
an alrport beacon at the Oakland-Troy Alrport at

Troy this March.
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to hear Viet vet
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their guest speaker Michlgan Chrlstlan College
Prof. John Robert Todd at their monthly meeting
Tuesday. )

Todd, 2 Vietnam veteran decorated many times, - .
Is a graduate of the Unlversity of Michigan and has
a law degree from Georgetown Unlversity in Wask:-
ington. He was blinded in the war and ls involved in
a network of volunteér groups o ald Vietnam vet-
erans,

The mecting will start at noon [ the Birming-
ham Communlty House, 280 S, Bates. Reservations
may be made by calling elub offleers at 644-8782.

Short tenure

The shortest presidentlal term in U.S. history was
served by Willlam Henry Harrison,

Pick up last month’s phone bill.
(On i .ot handly, go divectly 1o Sop 2.)

Choose five out-of-state calls.
(The ones Jou thought you got 4 good deal on.)

Go to the phone ar?d call MAX
at 1-800-631-4000. (4 (5 fue.)

Inaugurated In March 1841 as ihe ninth president
1o hold the office, Harrison caught pneumonia dur-
ing the cold, drizzling ratn of inauguration day and

died in April. He was succeeded by Vice President .

John Tyier,
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ARE YOU READY FOR
THE SUPER BOWL PARTY?

Trays at 31% per parson
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mﬂﬁmﬂ WHOLE SPRAL  HALF
855-4414 5229 ) $259

ikl_.‘ ALLY MALL i ,I";T:': » e pa

Otaatx t strowse - BRING AD - SAVE $2.00
Fiermingion Hms, M, gol

Frod Tasie Toat « You be the

Ay [N

\\\\\\\%

Hang on a sec while we run
a computer check so you can
compare your rates to ours.

Sit down before you realize
how much you've overpaid.
(Uh huh, antn with ML, Spwint or Allret )




