suburban Life

Loralno McClish editor/477-5450 -

@he Farminnton

®Obseruer

Monday, January 16,1984 O&LE

(FI3B

By Loraine McClish
slaff writor

Mary Lou Bulcher will collect
$22,000 this month after a longstanding
lawsult which charged the Detroit
News with sex discrimination in em-
ployment practices, .

The Farmington Hills resident de-
scribed the sometimes lonely battle as
one that took a big chunk of ber life,
time and energy and one that she en-
tered into nalvely,

“I wouldn't even want to contem-
plate what I would have done if T bad
kaown that it (the lawsuit) would take
Beven years and something lke $%0,000
In attorneys’ fces,” Butcher said,

“I believe In basic fairness. I be-
LUeved that you could go into court and
get a solution Lo your problem and that
would be that. As It turned out, it is
better that I dida't know then all that
would be involved.”

As it also turned out, Butcher's risk
in time, energy and money constitutes
an important victory for working wom-
en In every fleld, but most immediately
In ber chosen profession of journallsm,

THREE OTHER female jourpallsis
who joined her in the suit in 1981 will
be compensated through a rullng by
Federal Judge Avern Cohn; plus anoth-
er 90 women journalists who joined lat-
er in class action,

The apeciilc cause for Buicher's
complaint filed in 1978 was that ber re-
quest for weekends off, after 11 years
with the paper, resulted in a punitive
transfer which allowed for no hard-

A sometimes lonely battle
7-year lawsuit ends with a victory for working women’s rights

news assignments or byllnes,

“There were o good assignments for
toe, 5o weekends off and oo promotion
In sight. The discrimination had clearly
been golng oo for a long time, but sub-
tly,” she sald,

“'At the time the paper had no wom-
en reporters in the business news de-
partment, the Lanalng bureau, the
Washington bureau, the sports depart-
ment, editorial writing or photography.
Eve; g written was belng fiitered
{from a male dominated polnt of view.

“Now, seven years later, women are
In every op- of those departments and
miake up about 30 percent of the newa
room, 80 it was weil worth the trouble.
Readers are getting another viewpolnt
and women's concerns, across the
board, are being taken more serfously.

“IMADE & big dent in getting bal-
anced views in the news."

Butcher reallzed early on in her one-
women lawsuit that there would be no
turning back once she made the com-
mitment Lo the equal rights fight. .

She left the metropolitan paper to
join the public relations firm of Carl
Byolr and Assoclates, “where 1 was al-
lowed (o succeed,” she sald, 4nd she
succeeeded In becoming a vice presi-
dent and the company’s first woman

somebody had to be In the vanguard,
Paying the lawyers' fees was always a
pressure. We were constantly looking
for funds. We tried to kecp up as we
went along with fund-rafsers or just
out-and-out solicitations.”

The “we" she speaka of was a small
group behind ber who uliimately
spread the word of the lawsult in order
{0 reach people who came forward
with financial ald, and some of these
from unexpected places, - -

IN HER BATTLE Butcher got help
from the Detroit Newspaper Guild, (he
American Civil Libertles Union, the
Unlted Auto Workers' Women's Com-
miltee, the National Organtration for
'Vllnmen and Women In Communica.

ons,

“But I also got help from indlviduals,
some men, some women, that I didn't
even know who were In a varlety of
professlons: nurses, teachers, govern-
ment warkers, people who told me that
they just wanted to see come o &
happy endlng.” she sald.

The turning polnt in her lawsult
came when the Equa) Employment Op-
portunities Commission (EEOC) jolned
the suit as an intervener,

“That meant we bad some govern-
ment funds to work with and that wasa
blg rellef, That was in 1931. The EEOC
took care of some very costly research

Butcher
My

reglonal manager.
She also in * find-
Ing the strength to carry on,” she sald,

as the lawsult droned on with pecultar
twists and turns,

“Even when I was very tred 1 had
falth,” she sald. “I had fafth (5 the prin-
ciple. Falth that it was right and that
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Charlene Slabey, the Farmingten Hills composer who was name:
Artist-in-Reaidence in 1981, has written her moat recent work spe-

citically for the Parade of

Amaorios

and and with-
out that help the whole business could
have taken forever,” she said.
“Somehow allies appeared along the
way, and somchow you can find re-
sources as you go along, &3 long as you

know what you arc doing is worth it.” With ¢

chigan. She grew up in Lincoln Park

Lou Butcher looks to the tuture in her now job as

was born and ralsed In
¢ 13 now

and graduated from Unlversity of
Sh

account supervisor with MG and Casey
In

he saven year struggle behind her, Mary

as an
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an account supervisor for MG and Casey in the
firm's new offices in Southtield,

Musicale premieres latest work
of Slabey-Rado collaboration

The Farmington Muslcale will present an entire
program of new works by Farmington Hllls com-
poser Charlene Slabey at 13:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 8, in Farmington Community Library, 32737
12 Mile Road.

Written speclfically for this occaslon, which rec-
ognizes the Parade of Musle

roque Style” to be premlered by Eleanor Peets.
THE MOST recently performed work by Stabey
L2 & choral anthem, presented last fall by the choir
of Nerth C Church, under
the dlrection of Harry Langsford, with soloist Bev-
erly Steift, soprano. The work was written in mem-
ory of Strey, concert planist and charter

by the Natlonal and Michigan Federations of Musiz
Clubs, the premlere will feature flve Farmington
Musicale members, all <2 whom bave been heard
cxtenslvely in the Detrolt area.

The centerplece of the day will be a major work,
the song cycle “House Outslde of the City: 3000
A.D.” To be performed by Mary Sue Ewing, sopra-
no, Fern Barber, clarinet, and Mary Behnan, ptano,
the dramatic compaslition provides glimpsea into
the minds of four survivors of a cataclysm.

The song cycle is the latest In a 19-year collabo-
ration between composer Slabey and lyriclst June
Rado, plenist and past president of Farmiogton
Musicale.

COMMENCING WITH 30 art songs, the two
women bave written the muslcals, “Mackinact”
commissioned by the musieale in 1972, and “The
Power Of It All"” commissioned by Farmington
Community Center 1n 1974,

Ensulng major works of their collaboration in-
clude a Christmas cantata, “A Star Qut Of Jacob”;
a chancel opera, “Lydia,” and “Earth Psalms” a
symphonic song cycle for four-part women's chorus
and chamber orchestra, commissioned by the Ma-
drigal Club of Detrolt.

The February program, to which the public is
bugutcdpzslll lnchéde “Two Lyg: Eum for Volee"
to erformed by Mary Sve g and Mary Beh-
nan; a set of pieces for two clarinets called “Blue
Barley” and “Pink Oatmeal” with Lols Swanson
and Fern Barber, clarinetists; and a four-move-
ment suite for plano, “Dislogues on 2 Thema in Ra.

member of Farmington Musicale.

Named 1981 Artlst-in-Residence by Farmington
Arca Arts Commission, Slabey has a master’s do-
gree In composition and is a Tong-time teacher of
plano and composltion.

Baby-sliting for the February program Ls avaii-
able for a foe for members and guesta,
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CLEARANCE

NEEDLECRAFT DESIGNS, SUPPLIES

{;1 l . Handpainted canvas, books, kits and more
23
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rated with fyricist June Aado for the past 19 years.

Local churches join
to sponsor film series

Jaycee Week
celebrated

Japuary 15-21 is national Jaycee Week, pro-
claimed to reco, and promote the actlvities of
the organization which offers lcadershlp tralning

to keep you busy on snowbound days or
take on your winler cruise, Classic and
contemporaty designs lor all levels of
expertise, Loi us help you select alt
the materials, colors and 1extures

!'Focus on the Family" Is the title of
the series of fllms which will be co-
sponsored by two local churches, Hope
Lutheran, 39200 12 Mile Road, Farm-
ington Hills; and Splrit of Christ Lu.
theran, 40700 10 Mile, Novl. The family
life program, featuring seven fllms,
will be shown at 8:30 p.m, on consecu-
tive Sunday evenlngs, starting Jan. 232..

Dr. James C. Dobson, lsofhlﬂ clln}-

at Unl

of
ty. of Southern Californls, developed
the film serles which covers a wide
rahge of toples, Includlng authority,
discipline, spanking, TV, splritual
training of children and marital har

méay.

!'synApl.ng the Will Without Breaking
“tha Child” 8 the topic for Jan. 2% in
Hope Church,

“Christian Fathering” Is schedaled

for Jan. 29 in Spirit of Christ Church.
“Preparing

for Adalescence: Peer Pressure and
Sexuality” on Feb. 12; and “What
Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew
About Women: The Lonely Housewife"
g“l';e; 19 will all be shown in Hope

‘The serles concludes with '“What
Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew
About Women: Money, Sex and Chil-
dren,* Feb. 28 in Splrit of Christ
Church.

Each {llm is complete within itself,
Area residents are invited to attend
any or all of the sesslons, without

charge, .
Baby-sltting will be provided at both
churches.

through community development projects to its
mem|

ﬁ&;mbenhlp Is limited to men between the ages
of 18.35.

To highlight Jaycce Week here, the Jocal chapter
is aponsoring its 17th annual Community Leader.
ship Prayer Breakfast and its asnual Wild Game
Membershlp Dinner, both on the same day, Thurs-
day, Jan. 19.
co'l‘he breakfast begina at 7:30 a.m. in Glen doah

untry Club. Reservations are necessary and can
E made through Bob Coleman, at $340% Graod

ver,

The dinper, open to all men to learn
about the organization, begins at 7:30 p.m. in Salem
Churcb, 33024 Oakland, There s no charge for the
dinner, but reservations are asked, by the
Farmington Area Jaycees, 477-JCJC.

This year’s president of the chapter Is Dr. David
HCamiu. who is axsociated with Plaza Veterinary

ospltal.

REGULAR SHOPPING HOURS:

ihat you need o create a limeless
masierpicce lor your home.

Jacobson's

Birmingham
Wo welcomo Jacobson’s Charge Card or The Amerlcan Express® Card,

Dally: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 9:30 aun. 10 5:30 p.m.
Doty and Evenings: Thursday and Friday 9:30 a.m. 1o 9:00 p.m.




