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Appeals to Soviet Union go on and on

(FIBA

By Loraine McClith
etalf writer

For more (han flve years'a trans-
planted Soviet citlzen working as an
englneer In F

Hllls has been trying to get hls wite and
2on out of Russia,
50 far, the Soviet Unlon g

Donald W. Riegle Jr. and Carl Levin
{no relation), his employers at Carter-
Weber in Hllls, and seversl

bas ignored his appeals,
But Simon Levin keeps trying and is
thackful for the help of U.S. Senatorn
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3 Troop 179 Scouts

take Eagle Awards

Boy Scout Tycop 179, aponsored by
Central Church of Christ and led by Dr.
Jokn Richardson, saw three of its
members earn the Eagle Award this
month,

Honored by an awards ceremony at-
tended by Farmington Hills Mayor
Charles H Willlams and State Rep. Wil-
bur (Sandy) Brotherton were Scouts
Stephen Davls, John Suh and Tim
Wight.

Davis, a natlve of Farmlngton, en-
tered scouting In 1978 as a Cub Scout in
Longecre Elementary School's Pack
45. As a Weblo, he earned the Arrow of
Light, Cub Scouting’s highest honor.

In 1970 he joined Troop 179, where
he has a perfect attendance record for
two of the four years he has been a
member.

He attended scout summer camp for
three consecutive summers, weat on
his troop’s Philmont Scout Ranch Ex-
pedition In 1981, and Ls planning to go
agaln thls summer, He has scrved his
troop as asslstant patrol leader, patrol
leader, quartermaster and librarian,
and was elected by his fellow Scouts to
the Order of the Arrow.

FOR HIS Eagle service project, he
the log cabln pl on
the grounds of the Farmington Com-
munlity Center. He restored the latch
and hinges on the door and the shutters
on the windowa to thelr original condi-
tion, along with the levellng and resto-
ratlon of the entire cabin. The project
iavolved about 110 man-hours,
Power Middle School, Steven

' recelved awards for superior grades,
- outstandlng attendance, and cftizen.

ship. Now 18, be attends Farmington
Hlgh School where he s on the debate
team and [a in the mathematics and
computer program.

He likes to ski and has entered com-
petitive races, His other hobbies In-
clude skeet shooting, archery, fishing,
end camping, activities he enjoys with
fellow Scouts and his family.

Davls is an avld traveler and, at age
10, with his aunt and cousln, took a
crulso on a Russian ship to Cuba and
Mexico. He plans a trip this winter to
the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico,

After he completes high school, he
plans to attend college to prepare him-

‘sell for a career In veterinary medi-

" JOAN SUH was born in Seattle,
where he lived untll he was 3 when bly
family moved to Taylor, Two yeara lat-
er, the family moved to Plymouth,

.where he jolned a Cub pack at his ele-

mentary school. After living ln Plym-
outh for five years, the Suhs moved to
thelr present home in Farmington
Hills.

Suh progressed through the ranks of
the Cub Scouts and the Webelos to earn
his Arrow of Light, Cub Scouting’s
highest honor. .

In Troop 179 ho has been involved in
the troop's many activitics, One of the

ghrl In his scoutlng carcer was
tis backpacking adventure In the sum-
mer of 1992 to Phllmont Scout Ranch,
pear Cimmaron, N.h.

In Troop 179, John has been assistant
patrol leader, patrol leader and troop

organirations includlag the Unlon of
Counsel for Soviet Jowry and the De-
troit Soviet Jewry Commitice.

*“I'm thankful to all who tried and ail
wl;: arc still trying to help,” Levin

But, ha adds, “T'm stll looking, still
scarching, still wondering what more
can be done and who to talk to next.”

WHEN LEVIN was granted permls-
sion to leave the Soviet Unlon, be left
with the blessings of his wife Tretyako-
va Tarnara (known as Tamara) and hia
parents. A few months later bis son
Mark was born.

His wife and son wero granted per-
misslon by the U.S. government to ca-
ter this country in 1981, but as for per-
mission to leave the Saviet Unlon, Lev-
in says, “We just appeal, and appeal
and appeal again, The standard proce-
*dure (there) is to leave you very uncer-
taln, leave you hanging. Rensons for
denying the request aro just not given.”

The flrst thing that happened to both
Levin and hin wlfe when they applicd
for permlssion to leave the country was
that they both Jost thetr jobs.

“That s also

"

Separated from his wife and éon,
Soviet refugee struggles to find

SHE IS vislted by the Soviet police
periodically but, other than that, is not
barassed, for which Lavin is grateful,

Even 50, Refusnlks are not allowed
fo atfain jobs and Levin is not able to
send her any money.

"My father helps her as he can”
Levin sald. "1 can send clothes for
Mark, xmall packages; that's about all.
‘The duty on clothes for her or any other
ﬁlmlnyul present would be prohibl-

ve.”

Levin bas boen denled a request to
re-enter the country as a touriat to visit
hls wife and meet his son.

Levin talks with his wife and son for
about 15 minutes every two weeks,

MARK i3 in preschool now, a school

Levin sald. i

Levin's request was granted, “for no-
body knows what reason,” he sald,
Mennwhile, his wife has become o “Re-
fusnik,” which makes ber a marked
‘woman,

Levin 2y a “‘cultural and be-
bavior class,” and is taking classes in
flgure skating.

Tamara Is attending Ameriean cul-
tural sesslons, an afternoon affair of-
fered by the US. Consulate for Re-
fusniks who are walting to joln their

familles in this conntry,

“But the phone conversations,” Levin
sald, “are mostly confined to keeping
current on how the appeal I8 going; who
she talked to last and who ahe should
talk to next; who I've talked to and
what 2ld they say,

“And all of It is taped, We know all
foreign calls are taped. Even calls
from one city to another in the country
are taped, 80 we are sure hers are.”

“IT ISN'T easy to get from one city
{0 another, or even call a relative in
another city, That's the way a totalitar-
lan government has of prevanting the
beginning of any organization between
peeple who might have a similar prob-
lem; something Americans seem to
:nve a difficult time uaderstanding,”

L]

Stating that Sen. Riegle i3 was one
who does understand, Levin pulled a
copy of a letter from a thick file that
carried tho history of his and his wife's
appeals. The letter, addressed to Soviet

‘ways that will bring them together

President Yuri Andropov and signed by
Rlegle, states: .

“As one American polltical leader
who has consistently called for im-
proved relations between the USSR,
and the US,, and who has continued to
argue for closer contact and coopera-
tlon between our nationas, desplte pub-
Lic reaction against the Korean fetliner
incident, it Is vital that small but alg-
nificant human gestures occur which §]-
lusirate the humana attitude the Soviet
[y has toward & of
the least rank who are suffering be.
lc:ise families have not yet been reun-

“I know the 9,000,000 people of Mich-
igan wonld deeply appreciate a gesture
By the Soviet government toward these
familles, and it would be a strong sig-
nal that good will can prevafl between
our pations on fundamental {ssues that
affect the lives of everyday people.”

The letter is dated Nov. 16, 1983, It
bas not been answered,

Youth in concert

seribe, He now serves as senlor patrol
leader, is an Order of tho Arrow mem-
ber and a member of tho troop leader-
ship corps. Ho bas earned eight skill
awards and 21 merit badgea.

Sul’s Eagle project was bullding a
two-foot-wide oval brick walkway
around a memorlal garden on the
grounds of the Farmington Historical
Museum, The walkway contalns 6568
bricks, ls 24 meters in clrcumicrence,
and creates an attractive addltion to
the museum’s grounds,

JOHN'S HOBBIES arc music and
camplog. He Is a former member of
the Farmington High School marching
bard and dlving team,

Suh is a Natfonal Honor Soclety
member, was the sophomore class

president last year, and ls now junlor. Stephen Davis

class prealdent. .
. Other honors Include winning a gold
medal in the Michigan Selence Qlym- -
plcs, several awards in plano competi-
tlon, and ecarning a flrst-dlvision rating .
&s a member of a saxophone quartet.
He aings tenor in Men's Glee Club,
which earned high ratings in both re-
glonal and stage competltion. e
Suh s employed with Plazn Veterl- -
nary Hoapital and does general mainte- -
nance work In and around the bospltal.
He plans to pursue a career [n cngl-
neering.

TIM WIGHT was born {n Dearborn, :
where he began playing with the Dear-
born Hockey Assoclation when he was
6 and was captain of his team when he
was 8, He was Involved In the YMCA
Indian guide program, where he be- :
came Interested In camping and dolng
the crafta that developed his artlstle
ability. In 1978 Tim and his family
moved to thelr present home in Farm-
Ington Hills,

He bas a Farmington Observer news-
paper route and uses his earnlngs to
pay fur mist of Wls perzonal bclong-
Ings, He waa recoy 23 "Carrler of
the Month™ for his dependable service.

In March 1980, Tim jolned Troop
170. He i3 now troop quartermaster. He
has held positions of patrol leader, as-
sistant patrol leader, and bugler. He is
& member of the Leadership Corps and
2 member of the Order of the Arrow,

Ho plans to go next summer with his
troop to camp and also to Philmont
Scout Ranch.

FOR HIS Eagle Scout project Wight
planned and org: the preparation
of a nature lull&rouuh the mul:\d:l?l
the Farmington Community Center. He
directed fellow Scouts and others in :
butlding a fence that bad deteriorated,
making algns to gulde people through
the grounds, cleaning out a major trash
deposit along the pature trail, and the
constructing of a 320-foot wood chip
path through the wooded saction of the -

to open up an area for the |
viewing wild llfe and vegetation,

‘Wight's hobbles Lnclude participation
in virtually every kind of sport, cape- :
clally water akilng; snow skilng at ' ;
which he won has both a gold and a ..
sllver medal; foothall (he played on the o

Metropolitan Youth Symphony will appear in
concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, in Southfleld
High School, Labser and 10 Mile.

Two hundred young musicians representing 40
metro-area communitics will present a aymphonic
program which will include Bach's “Double Con-
certo in D Minor,” Schubert’s “Unfinished Sympho-
ny No. 8 in B Minor” and Chopin's “Polonalse.”

Young musiclans from Farmington who will be
playlng fn the concert are Catherine Wetendord,
Debble Schurgin and Kellene Smales,

Farmington Hills youth {n the symphony are
Brooke Beresh, Jason Blederman, Derek Cheuk,
Howard Collens, Rebeeca Goldberg, Jamet Lee,
Jenalfer Litvin, Michele Marchese, Jennlfer
Schack, Victoria Schack, and Brian Vosko,

THE SYMPHONY for high achool age musiclans
will be conducted by Thomas V. Course, depart-
ment chairman of instramental music in Blrming-
bam Public

Schools,

‘The Concert Orchestra of those jn 8th grade
through junlor high school will be conducted by
Douglas Bianchl, director of instrumental music at
L'Asnse Creuse High School.

The string orchestra composed of the youngest
musiclans will be jed by Judlth Culler, music edu-
cator in Highland Park Public Schools,

Tickets at $3 each wlll be avallable at the door.

Metro Youth Symphony concert schedule for
1884 will include appearances in Orchestra Hall,
Sunday, March 4, and Southficld High School, Sun-
day, April 15.

Antique toys now on display

The Plymouth Historleal Museum is featuring a
display called “Toys From Yesteryear” through
Sunday, Fb. 19. The toys are from the Detroit An-
tique Toy Museum, an afflliate of Detroit Historical
Museum, They range from the 18980s to the 19302
and include iron toys, wind-up toys, tralns, dolls, tin
toys and antlque games,

Also on exhlblt are minfature rooms and doll
jouses.

Pl’nm Pli‘ymwth Historical Museum, 155 S. Maln,
ymouth, Is opea 14 p.m. Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays, Admission is $1 for adults; 50 cents
for youth and 25 cents for children,
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A MAGAZINE AS BIG
AND VIBRANT AS
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WVt mroanatian Do gt tive magazne it
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