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Schools must make decisions now

COMMENTS OF school officals: .
® A rudical depurture from the Ristoric
position of the Michignn Department of
Fdueation. .

— Timothy Dyer, superintendent of Wayne-

. Westiand School District.

o It's almost as-if the state looked at
asr requirentents and copied them,

— Zelda Robinson, president, Southfield
school board.

® My concery. achen all this started
roming unt was thad we'd iave a knoesjerk
redetion.

— Richard Wallace, Farmington school trus-
tee,

® What they're doing is bringing the
strte boned more und More into e opera-
sions of Soend sehool distriets. .

— Kenneth Erickson, superintendent of Red-
Sord Union school district. X .

What's all the fuss over? The answer is the
reeent release of a report by state Superin-
tendent Philip Runkel called “Belter Educa-
tion for Michigan Citizens: A Blueprint for Ac-
tion, the Michigan State Board of Education
Plan.” ’

Runkel made.a series of recommendations
for tmproving kindergarten through 12th-
grade education over the next four years.

His plan would toughen graduatlon require-
ments by mandating four credits of English,
two credits of mathematies, iwo credits of

Nick
Sharkey

seience, three eredits of social science, two
credits of a foreign language or fine aris
course. ane credit of physical education and a
half credit of computer education.

The state requires a student to lake only
one-half eredit of civies .

Runke! calls for extending the schoot year
by 28 days and the school day to six class

have cited money prablems, Some say, “We're
;lolng"u great job: the other guy has' prob.
Cms,

ALL SUCIH fesponses miss the, point, Local ..
districts’ do have much flexibllity. but by the
Michigan Constitution, the responsibility for
public cducation rests with the State Board of
Education. ,

Michigan and locat school districts will have
maney problems for many-years, That docsn’t
mean steps shouldn't be taken to improve lo-
cal education,

Finally, districts can't be complacent and
point fingers at the “other guy.” Every district
must make improvements.

‘Two themes emerge from the spotlight on

hours. It rec teaching lon

THIS REPORT culminaled a year of strong -

published criticisms of schools. + .

* The opening salvo last spring was a federal
study of schools called “A Nation at Risk.” It
charged our nation's schools are threatened by
a-“rising tide of mediocrity.” Several simllar
reports followed. . [

Most noted that scores on standardized tests
given to high school seniors have fallen over
the past 20 years. They indicated that in most
couniries. studénts attend classes longer than
the 180 days required in the United States.

Predictably. this criticism has drawn the lre
of local school officials. Some have dredged
out the argument of “local autonomy.” Others

public ed ion,

First, a school district must come up with a
specific plan for its’ future. For example,
Wayne-Wesltand recently eslablished five-
and 10-year goals. These incorporate the pro-
posals made in “A Nation at Risk™ and in ™. .
A Blueprint for Action,”

“Because- of the disirict’s planning, how a
student is dolng according to the set criteria is
known throughout the year." said Dr. Clarice
Staiford. assistant superindent for curriculum
in Wayne-Westland. . .

Second, any improvements In local .educa-
tion will comc only as a result of the coopera-
tion on a wide range of persons: educators.
purents. residents, local school boards, indus-
(ry and government.

oral quarre!

This" week's. Oral Quarrel
question’ asked readers if .the
Unlted States Footbali Lengue
games would hold thelr Interest
through the coming months.

Following are the responses:

Yes, especially after the
Panthers did so welt last year.

Football is feotball. I have had
enough through cellege and pro-
fessional games. I am looking
forward to baseball. J can't see
this USFL. Thal s too much
football in ene year. They arc’
kiiling it.

Calls split on USFL

to watch fooiball in o non-tradi-
tionally football scason and it
shoutd be a lot of fun.

[}
No. it will certainty not.

All five of us in our family
will be watching the Michigun
Panthers in the USFL all sum-
mer.

3

:

We are atready inundated with
foolbail games on TV and the
USFL  giumes being shown
through' July is a pain in the
neek as far as 1 am concerned.

ATTENTION
STAINED GLASS STUDENTS
DAYTIME & EVENING CLASSES
NOW FORMING
BEGINNER'S TOOL KITS - STARTING AT *32,95
STUDENT DISCOUNTS

50/50 SOLDER WIZZLING
*3.00°16. LT 1| . [GLASS ROUTER
GOODTHAY 2- ou QOO0 THAY 2.20-84
THE LARGEST BELECTIONS OF GLASS A BUPPLIES
AT THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN

GLASS CRAFT

34843 GRAND RIVER, FARMINGTON
(IN THE BANCTUARY SHOPS)

471-9003

OPEN MON.~THURS. 10-8, FRL 10-8, SAT, 10-5

Do yoﬁ want a‘productive functionat
Hat tes work:efficiency and rais

Redtord Office Products will show
‘We know how imporiant the work environmont is and understand how to got It
waorking at its best. We also beliove interlor deslign is a personal mattor. Only
you can provide us with tha basic Ingradients for a ’functional® design - your
individual tastes, your prized possassions, your needs and wotk patierns.
‘Whather your job entails all naw turnishings or a blending of old with new, we
can provide you with a prolessional touch In snace planning, color seloction,
ang |deas. ¥ poting, fabrics, window trcatmonts,
reupholstery and accossorigs from our Qualily sources will make your curent
project a beautiful reality,

Qur design servico is available 10 you at no charge provided you make your
“'interior purchases” through us. Our Interlor Designer, liene McClure, ASID will
help you save time whila glving you both tuncilon and aesthetics a1 a price you
can't atford to pass up. We look forward 10 working with you.

Eledford Office ProducisD

29198 Six Mile
(Jusl East of Middlabelt)

L Livonla

SARSZAELSRSYS

20292 Middlebelt Rd. (South of Eight Mile)

Now Shop Sunday

During our A71th Anaual Storewide Sule

Murch il 1-5 p.m. ..

Insweal Since 1937
A Bedutiful Store with Beautiful Furniture
Livonia
* 474-6900

* Open Mon., Thurs. & Frl. 'TH 9 P.M,
S—

MEN...WOMEN

ou how!

522-8050 |

Don'tlet another day go by without N
taking care of yoursol To start you on o l.
1haroad 16 & trim fit “now" you, we'ro R

making this spocial tirst tima olter on.
all 1 ysar renowabdle momborships,
Enroll now and rocelve 50% olf your
annyal dugs for as Jong as ya remaln -
@ United membor., Drop In 1oday for a
froo courtesy 3pa visit using all spa
tacilitios.

FACILITIES INCLUDE:

» Large Crystal Cloar
Hot Whiripool Bath
« Dry Californla
Redwood Sauna
+ Hot Wat Finnish
Stoarn Room
« Tho World's Finost R
Prograssive and Variable

Machines

Gas On The Wgy

Go MINI MARKETS

Wa're open 24 hours a day 7 days a week
Gase Ol Milk+ Bread » Soft Drinks» Snackse Clgarettes

- o\ DL ..(r’ 2 A6 \.
o’ j&;‘ o WITH COFFEE
Full and self serve gas avallable

No alcohol In our gasoline

31420 Schoolcraft Rd.
(Meorriman & 1-98)

LIVONIA

. F
Programs & Supervision

+ Professional Madical
Advisary Board

= Cardlovascutar
Condltioning

« Ultra Modern Soporate Aorobic
Dance Studlo

« Supervised Nutritional Guidance

* Luxurlous Vanlty/Cosmatic Area

+ Private Individual
Shawers—Lockers

* 1800 Afflliato Spas

VISITORS WELCOME
Beginners Programs Starting Dally

50% OFF!
MEN...WOMEN...CALL NOW!

UNI’I'"E!) HEALTH SPA

EAST
Farminglon Road At 7 Mile Dequindre At 18 Mite
In the K-Mart Plaza 1n ihe Windmill Ptaza

477-5623 254-3390

LA There are just oo many sports
. shown on TV intérferring with
No. regular programming.
[ ] L]

Most definitely. It will be fun

10% to 30% OFF | -

SELECTED MODELS of CURRENT
1984 SKIS and BOOTS

” ASSORTED " LADIES WE HAVE
K- NORDICA | EVERYTHING
SKIS SKIBOOTS FOR SKIERS
ATALL
30%.s¢| S99 | enice
00
)\uosm MODELS ALL SIZES LEVELS )
"ADULT SKI YWE RENTY AD "
PACKAGE | sranp ﬁw ADULT SQI Blojfl;ls
SETS atall |sds noors. poces. ON SALE
PRICE AND BINDINGS

$10 DAILY
JIDAYS 25 7DAYS*45

LEVELS FROM
/ANOT AT AREA SHOPS/\ "MOSTSIZES _/

\ KIDS SETS TOO G\
JUNIOR YCROSS)

'DYNASTAR Y

SSIS SKIBOOTS cogx}rny
SIZES
30 /Ooff 12-3 s39 SEA](_:SKAGE
STARSOfT-S SIZES at all
\jrAnu;z'E'::'"“‘ A4-8 s49}\PRICE LEVELS/

(20% to 30% OFF| “Sr" )
A FINE SELECTION

of SKIWEAR PACKAGE SETS

r69
at all PRICE LEVELS}waLesssmsAnoovs

FROM
POLES, BINDINGS

PRICES GOOD THRU SATURDAY FEB.4

*BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Square Lake Ra . 339-0603
*BIRMINGHAM: 103 TOWNSEND cotncrofPierce ... ... ... 544.5050
*LIVONIA/REDFOAD: 14211 TELEGRAPH atthe Jotinies Fwy . 534-8200
*MT.CLEMENS: 1216 S GRATIOT "5 mute north o1 16 Mi 463-3620
*EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY botween 8 and 9 Mi 778-7020
*ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW westof U S 23 ., $73-9340
SFLINT: 4261 MILLER across trom Genesee Vailey Mah 313-732-5560
SALPINE VALLEY: SKI AREA M-53 Mittarg . . B87-1970
*SUGAR LOAF: SKI AREA 18 miles north ot Traverse Cily  616-228.6700

SFARMINGTON HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE AD a1 12 M 553.8535
*VISA *MASTER CARD *DINERS *AMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME
OPEN EVENINGS ‘TIL 9 P.M., SATURDAY 10- 5:30




