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By Brad Emons
stalt writer

“E’OE KAVULICH has pald his dues.

He's refereed his way from CYO basket.
ball games, back in 1967, to the Big 10 Con-
ference in 1984,

“My goal was to work the high school {state
champlonship) final and now the rest Is gravy,” sald
the 41-year-old Livonlan.

Three weeks ago, Kavullch and two other Big 10
officlals worked the nationally televised Oklaboma-
Syracuse game in upstate New York.

“It was the highlight of my career,” Kavulich
sald. “It was a great game, one of the best I've ever
officiated, You reallze that there are so many good
klds around the country.”

Kavulich and bls two pariners were not only
scrutinized by a natlonal TV audience, but they
were alse performing In front of 30,000 screaming
fans in the Carrier Dome.

“IT REMINDED me a lot of the Silverdome,”
Kavulich said. “F was prepared for it {the game),
but you de have butterflies.

“I was more pumped up, though, than anything. I
Wwas not awestruck by the crowd because of my pre-
vious experiences.”

Kavulich once officlated the wild Operatlon-
Friendship final between Birmingham  Brother
Rice and Detroit Southwestern in 1981 at U-D's Cal-
Jhan Hali.

“The fire marshall had to turn people away for
that game,” Kavutich recalls.

A counselor at Murphy Junior High in Detroit,
Ravulich usually works three games per week,

His schedule this week was heetle. Monday he
drove to Blg Rapids to do a Great Lakes Confer-
cnce game, Today he fiys to fowa City and Satur-
day to Madison, Wis. {both Big 10 games).

He also works the Mid-American Conference,
Midwestern City, Great Lakes, Junior College and
ue games on occasion (like Syracuse),

08 (at Murphy) is the mest important
thing.” he said. *This (s an avocation.

“But travel is the biggest thing. It can be ex-
hausting.”

‘That’s one reason why Kavulich restdes in Livo-
nia where he has easy access o the 275 und 1.96
expressways,

~When you're dolng major college, tlme is a ma-
Jor factor,” Kavulich safd. “The weather sometimes
«can be plain havoe.”

Kavtllch once got home at 5:15 a.m. from a trip
and had to get ready for school within the hour. On
another occaslon, & plane delay gave him just 15
ininules before the start of a game in Minneapolis,
Minn. B
“And then you have to mentally prepare your-
self,” he said.

Long trips are nothing new to Kavulich. It was a
Jong road even getng 1o the Big 10. After passing
the CYO grade, Kavulich worked hls way through
(he high schoo) and small college ranks.

In 1978 he officiated the Class A state lina) and In
'79 it was the Class B champlonship.

“1 WENT through the ranks slowly,” he sald.
“The thing that hetped me the most, and it's my
feeling, and I've expressed it at clinlcs where I've
spoken, is that to be a good officlal, you have to
work the good suburban games, the Publle School
League and the Catholic League to be a well-round-
ed official.

*To improve, you've got to be willing to go
places.”

After accumulating numerous small college as-
signments, Kavulich was spotted by a MId-Ameri-
can Conference officlal working a PSL playolf
game. That led to assignments (n that league and
1he Midwestern City Conference.

"Tom Rucker (a Big 10 referce) has been my big-
gest fan,” Kavulich said. *He's had a lot 1o do with

Youngest
Davidson
wins junior
tournament

Keri Davldson of Farmington Hills and Amy

stars of the nation's Junlor tennls circult, were §m-
pressive winners at the Franklln Winter Junior
* Champlonship tennis tournament last weekend.

Davidson, the 10-year-old sister of Farmington
Harrison High Schoo) standout and nationally
ranked funlor Kelly Davldson, easlly defeated Sher-
rl Vitale of West Bloomfield, 6-0, 6-1 In the Girls
10-year-old divisicn.

Vitale Is the daughter of former University of
Detroit and Detrolt Piston baskctball coach Dick
Vitale.

Frazler, ranked No. 2 In the nation in Glirls 12,
had an equally easy task against Wendy Lyons of
Westerville, Ohio, winnlog -1, 6-2. Frazier Is the
daughter of Carol Frazler, the tournament director
at Southfield’s Franklln Racquet Club,

THE ASHARE family of Bloomfleld Hills had
three entries In the tournament and all three made
1t Into the champlonship match.

Nlcole Ashare, ranked 79th nationally in Girls 14,
wan the 14-year-old dlvislon, ousting Tracy Burton
(ranked No. 111} 5.7, 6-0, 7-6. Burtan is from Cineln.
nat]

" In Girls 13, Kristin Ashare, ranked 14th natfonal.

8y last year in 143, lost her championship match to
Colinne Bartel (ranked No, 4 in Glrls 16) of Lodi,
Ohlo. Bartel won in stralght sets, 6-1, 6-0,

Raymond. Ashare lost in the Boya 18 champion-
ship. Grand Raplds’ Murpby Jensen (ranked No,8 In
Bays 14 Iast year) beat Ashare 6-4, 6.7, 6-8,

Terry Heuston of Blrmingham won the Boys 10
division, besting Cullen McMahon of Grosse Polate
Park, 26, 7-6,8-3.

: Nicole Rival of Bloomfield Hills finished second
in Girts 16 to Meg Boyle of Indlanapolis. Boyle won
the mateh 6-7, 64, 6-1, '

+ In Boys 18, No. 10 ranked Malival Washington of
Swartz Creek defeated Bloomfleld Hills' Mike Herb
(ranked 119) 6-1, 6-2.

- | Tho towrnament, In just its fifth year, attracted
390 participants. Only 240 qualified to compete.
Participants came from Canada, Wisconsin, Ohlo,
Indlana, Nlinols and Micklgan, '

" Frazicr of Rochester, two of the brightest budding

my coming up,

“And I want to do the same thing for athers, I
want to see guys get the same opportunlty.”

IN APRIL, Kavullch knew there wou{d be open-
ings in the Big 10. He applicd and was told by Kevin
Donlon, the conference supervlsor, to work the San.
dybs:ndvu College and Pro Summer League In Ann

roor,

“It was 104 degrees in that gym some nights, but
I got assigned to a regular crew,” he sald. “The key
thing s that 1 had the exposure, If you don't have
that, they'll eat you allve.”

Kavullch Is now one of 30 Blg 10 offlclals on a
regular crew {he's been assigned with GI1 Haggard
and Bob Showalter). He carns $300 per game and
has all of his lodging, food and travel expenses are

taken care of.
“There are no guldelines,” he said. “They (the Blg

. 10) don't tell me what to call.

“We're eritlqued every game and required to look
at {llms. It's good because I've had to honestly look
at myself.”

KAVULICH is not only Indebted to Rucker, but to
athletle directors and supervisors of officlals
around the state. That’s why he made the long trip
Monday to Ferrls State.

“I'm fulillling the commitments I've made,” he
said. *There have been a lot of people good (o me,
I'mnot golng to forget where I eame from.

And if Blg 10 offictatlng is not enough, Kavullch
supervises PSL offlclals, officlates high school foot-
ball and does baseball.
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Local referee paying dues'in Big 10

“Oftlclatiog s a goofy profession,” sald the Livo-
nten. *You've got to love it because it takes so
much Ume away.

"I glve my wife (Jan) credit, She's been great
about it.”

On Saturday, Xavullch wlll reach another mile-
stone as a referce.

“In Madlson It will be my flIrst encounter with
Mr. (Bobby) Knlght,” he sald, anttclpatlng a meet-
ing with the flery Indlana coach.

Kavulich reallzes that the profession has its highs-
and Jows.

“You can be here today and gone to tomorrow,”
he said. “But even if I don't ref anymore, I got a Jot
of satlsfactlon out of it.*
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help you make it.
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Bookcases, drawer units & other
accessories at similar savings!

Vicksburg Pine at INKSTER RD. yard
only. Richmond Hill Oak at
SOUTHFIELD yard only.
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- Open:
BRIGHTON 525 Maln Street 2271831 Mon.. Tues.. Wed.
N DETROIT 5311 East Nevado 368.1800 and Fri.
FENTON 14375 Torrey Rood 9-3300 $o0.m.-5:30 p.m.
UNCOLN PARK 3255 Fort Sireet 388-5177 Thues. .
MT, CLEMENS 5South Groesbeck 4892300 Yo.m.8p.m.

OWOosso 1315 Eait Maln Street 722.0911 Surord: ;
-REDFORD 12222 Inkster Road 9379111 ey .
SOUTHFIELD 22800 Wae11 8 Mile Road 3532870 a.m.S p.m. o
SOUTHLYON 20891 Pontlac Troll 437.4161 .
Utca 48075 Van Dyke 739.7463
WATERFORD 7374 Highland Road 2450
YPSILANTY 429 North Huran 481-1500

Some (tems may not be avallable ot all localton. All itms Cosh ond
Corry — Sale ltems morked with *, .

PRICES GOOD
THRU
FEB.1-7




