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China unveiis
a new image

By Corinne Abatt ..
statt writor

Blrmingham Bookstore wlll open a
series of cultural enrichment programs
with Dr. S, Bernard Thomas as the
guest at the Community House at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9,

Thomas, member of the Qakland
University history department, wlil
give a slide Jecture entitled “Images of
China Today." *

He will bring a number of viewpoints
1o his topic. In 1947-48 he was a gradu-
ate student {n Peiking. Thomas has re-
turned many times, most recently In
1980 and 1982 as leader of China tours
for Oakland University credit. Next
June, he will lead his third such tour.

Thomas has published many books
DAVID FRANK /313N Photographar and artleles on China, the mest recent

Cerl E and Anna M. Barnes Jr. recentiy presonted the otching at  ing by Luigl Rosaint is “Viow of the Pyramid of Calus Cestus, Rome” {“flr;":lfh s “Life and the Chinese Revo-

¢ight, *Intorior View of the Basllica of ‘St. Pster's, Rome” 1748 by 1822, At lelt js *Roman Candelabrum® 1778 ciso by Glovanni Pi-
ranesi. .

Giovanni Gatliale Firenesl io Oakland Univeraity. The conter otch-

By Corinne Abalt
staff writer

HE COLLECTION of se-
leeted prints, “From Line

to Tone,” on display at
Meadow Drook Gallery
through Feb. 11, educates as well as
provides enjoyment. ;
These .64 examples of printmak-
ing from a 15th century deed to a
20th century lithograph by Wl Bar-
net, are on loan from Cart F. and
Anna M. Barnes Jr. He's professor
of art history and archeology and dl-
rector of the Center for the Arts at
Oakland Unlversity. She’s a member

of the English faculty at the untver - 3

sity.
Barnes told a class visiting the ex-
. hiblt, “We bought our first print less
than three years ago.

Since then, he sald, they have
been Interested In 17th, 18th, and
19th century works which served as
illustrations to document -geor-
graphlcal sites and bulldings. Later
they became interested In people
and activitics.

“These (kinds of works),” he told
the class, “are stlll avallable, still

H sl N
Some are not substantially more ex-
pensive than posters.”

THE ACCOMPANYING catalog,
with excellent prints of many of the
works In the show, follows the chro-
nology of the exhibltlon and con.
tains blographical informatlon on
each artlst along with explanations
of the printmaking processes- and
subject matter,

Much of the catalog material was
taken from a more comprehensive
work prepared by eight of Barnes'
students. Thelr orlglnal, unabridged
waork is presently avallable in limit.
cd edltion form, but may be printed,
bound and dlstributed more widely
at a later date.

Thls well-organized, easy to fol-
tow exhibit beglns with early pages
of text which soon changed empha-
sis from printing to {llustratlon,

From here the progression Is
woodcuts, etchings, black and white
and color Ilithography. Etchlng
didn't give way to lithography, the
two existed together, so the exhibi-
tion doesn't cut off one and start the
other.

Printmaking can atso be docu-
mented by subject matter. Early in
their collectlng, the Barneses were
interested in the etchings of sites
and monuments which served then
much as post cards and photographs
do today, pletures a traveler could
bring home to show where he had
bee

n.
GIOVANNI Batusta Plranesi,
Barnes told the students, did ex-

tremely well in this type of art..

Etehings of monuments and classl-
cal sltes, dominated 18th century
aubject matter.

Those who made the “grand tour*
usually went back home with Pi-
ranesi etchings, bought for about
$12 at the tlme. Other artists, [n-
cludlng Piranesl’s son, Francesco,
followed suit.

' Interest In portraits waos at jts
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“Tour du Gros Horloge” in Ev-
reux, France is a lithograph,

done In 1824 by Richard Parkes
Banington. .

heighth in the 1Bth century as peo-
ple wanted to know what the famous
[ooked llke, 50 porteaiture became a
form of reportage.

‘The rise of imperialism generated
an interest In far-sway places such
as Alexandria, Egypt and Balbek,
Syrin, the latter stil] one of the trou-
blo spots of today's world,

As literacy spread, social com-
mentary became more lmportant,
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“Honore Daumier," said Barnes,*

was the.most famous, He published
4,000 Jithographs In newspapers.”

The great American artlst Wins-

low Homer made his living as an
*illustrator from 1870 to 1885, and
many of his works, llke those of
Daumler, were concerned with the
human conditlon,

One of Homer's In the exhlblt,
“Morning Bell,” 1s a poignant exam.
ple. It shows a line of young glrls
and boys golng off to work In the
factory carrying thelr lunch pails,
yet they look ltke they ought to be
golng off to school.

Highlighttng the sectton on color
lithography Is “Pavlllon de Flore,
Tuileries,” by Thomas Shotter Boys,
& chromolithograph, 1838, “the first
successful color print ever made.”

Up to 40 stones (each with a dif-
ferent color) were used to make
such prints and color registration
(placement) had to be exact cach
time.

Barnes sald, as he and his wite
tatked Informally after his presenta-
tion, “We've learned a lot and we
wanted to share.”

He sald he would like to exhibit
thelr collectlon at the gallery sever-
al years from now with a whole new
body of works.

Gailery hours are 1-5 p.m. Tues-
day-Friday, 2-6:30 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday and cvenings through
the flrst admisslon when there Is a
Meadow Brook Theatre perform-
ance, The anllery i= on the Ozkland
University campus, Rochester,
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of Christ,” from *“The Life of The
Bolow is a lithograph
“An Evening al the Quard Room,” 18485.

Virgin,” s a woodcut which dates from 1505,
by Honore Daumler,

e

Thomas sald, “Our view of China re
flects where we are as much as where
they are.

“We scem to be in a period of some
negativism now. There was almost a
cuphorle reaction after Nixon opencd
the doors.”

He said that after the Vietnam War,
there was a disiilusionment with antl-
Communist policics and this made us
more receplive to China. Americans
saw and admired some of the valucs of
what appeared to be an egalitarian so-
cicty devoted 1o the betterment of
mankind, Thomas said.

TODAY, he sald, our viewpoint has
changed. It Is much darker.

“The new (Chinesc) leadership Is erit-
ical of the leadership of the previous
decade. They themselves will talk
about the backward steps that result.
cd.”

He said that now in their egahitarian
values we see a “creeping caplitalism,”

“Thelr aims and goals are easler for
us to understand — they are interested
tn our technology, our scientific ad-
vancees, and would Jike to partlcipate in
investment opportunlties,” he said.

The recent news about the crack-
down on crime In Shanghal makes us
aware that they, 100, are having prob-
lems with crime and probably share
some of our other problems, he said.

‘This means we no longer judge China
on a sel of standards very different
from our own, Thomas said, The myth
has disappeared; both sides have be-
come realists, he said.

“As I remember the China of 1947-

Dr. S, Bernard Thomas

4B, we arc dealing with a China that
has moved very far forward,” Thomas
said. “They have placed a kind of floor
under their soclety in terms of provid-
ing the necessities of life. . . China s
a couniry able to pay its own way. Chi-
na has over a billlon population. You
have to understand that China has huge
problems and it can’t operate in the
same free-wheeling way that we do.

“An Independent, strong, friendly
China would greatly increase the op-
portunitles for Amerlcan trade and
business investment in China. ‘There-
fore, It's important for us to know
something about China.”

Thomas said he has always been able
to make contact with the Chinese peo~
ple. talk to students and visit his many
friends of Jong standing without any
problesns,

“These days, the Chinese are cager to
make contact with Americans,” Thom-
as said. “For one thing, most Chinese
are studying Foglish and they want to
tryatout.”

The lecture Is open to the public. For
information, call Birmingham Book-
store, 642-440t.

Vishniac photos tell
poighant story

By lea Lax
spocial writer

The Pierce Strect Gallery s now
showing Roman Vishnjac'’s 19305 pho-

review

tographs of the pre-H Jewish
geltos of Eastern Europe.

Although we have seen countless Im-
ages of the results of Nazt atrocities,
only here can we glimpse, with the
cloudy anger of survivors, the spark of
life belore It was extinquished.

From approximately 16,000 plctures
Vishniac took aver a skx-year-period,
about 2,000 survived nine arrests and
repeated confiscations of his cameras
and film.

Only through the exquisite novels
and short storles of Isaac Bashevis
Singer have we expetienced the Interl-
or lives Vishniac has captured wlth
such pathos.

THE CLOSENESS of the ghelto
warld seen through vells of snow and
raln, sellers of food and dry goods,
young children with liguid cyes and
black garbed Hasldim gather at the
table of God's Word to uphold thelr end
of an ancient covenant,

I found mysclf having qulet conver-
sations with these Images, wondering
how faith and thelr certaln dark knowi.
edge served them In the tme that re.
mained. What did the miracle of Han.
nukah mean in 1938 for the Jews of Ka-
2imierz, Cracow?

Despite the absence of any trace of
the sun’s warmth, 1lfe and death dance
on the faces of young Talmud students,
wrapped In blankets te cheat the cold,
in the gait of the rabbi and the town
fool of Munkatch and in the atmos.
phere of spirited study and devotion
among the puptils of Rabbi Baruch Ra.
binowitz of Mukacheva.

Questl nag as the incredible

moment of Vishnlac’s accomplishment
Is percelved.

Elaine Yaker, a co-owner of the gal-
lery, attributed this rare exhibition of
photographs outside of London, Am-
sterdam and New York to a frultful
mecting she had with Vishnlac in his
New York apartment a year and a haif
ago.

NOW IN his 87th year, Vishnlac con-
tinues to devote his time to lecturing
and the search for meaning with the
camern, Speaking eight languages,
with severa)l advanced degrees in 200l
ogy, medlcine, and Orlental art, and his
own life being a story of near escapes
trom the Bolshevlks to Berlin In 1920,
it Is no wonder he Is a living legend
among his peers and becoming so with
the general publle.

The signlficance of his work has been
recognzled by such Juminarles as Ed-
ward Steichen, Cornell Capa, and Phl-
lippe Halsman.

From 1-4 p.m,, Sunday, Pierce Strect
Gallery wlll host a special voluntary
fund-raiser to benefit the Holocaust
hemorial Center of the Jewish Com.
munity Center of Greater Detroit.
There wlll be an informal lecture and a
volee recording of Roman Vishniac
talking about his photographs. Every-
one is welcome, For more Information,
call 648-6950.

The exhibit contlnues through Fri-
day, Feb. 17. Hours are 11 am. to §
p-m., Wednesday through Friday, 217
Pierce Street, Birmingham,
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