'. Mail-theﬂ becomes problem

By Morie Chestney
stalf writer

If you think mall is safe ln a mallbox,
think again.

‘The lateat sip-off scheme to hit the
suburbs Involves mail stolen from
apartment bullding mall slots, from
mallboxes outside homes and even
from corner collectlon bozes.

“It's the newest glmmick and it's
golng wild,” sald Livonia pollce Sgt.
Jesse Bartlett. *I've had at least cight
cases sinee early December and there's
not a day that goes by that I don't geta

call on (t. We're dealing with “loss
amounts of $5,000 rlght now.*

US. postal inspector Al Glllum
cailed it the “cash-back” or “aplit-de-
posit” scheme. He sald it had becn
spreading from Detrolt into the sub-
urbs since September. Livonta, Weat-
land, Farmington and Farmington
Hills have been hit the heaviest,

*Thleves are gelting more sophistt.
cated, smarter,” Giltum sald.

THE SCHEME goes something like
(hls, Because it might be too cold to
walk to a collectlon box, mall ls leit

near an apartment mail slot or In a
home mailbox for the carrier to take. A
thlef goes from apartment complex to
home mallbox, grabblng the mail and
golng through jt. The thief puts into the
trashcan Jetters to Aunt Mary and
signed checks, Into the thiel’s notebook
goes the person's name, charge account
and cheeking account numbers.

Armed with those three pleces of in-
formatlon, the thief has three optlons,
One Is to go to the store named on the
charge account and try to charge mer-
chandlse, '

“You don't have to have a card to

in
charge,” Glllum said. *My own wife did
It. I somcone asks for identification,
they Just walk away. They might try
four or tive tUmes before making one
purchase.” R

The second option ks a ltile more
complicated. The thlef nceds blank
checks imprinted with a name, bank
deposit slps and a bank to make it
work,

The thlef takes one of the blank
checks and writes a check for, say
$309, to the person from whom he stole
mall. He then prints that person's
checking account number on a bank de-

New Tiger chief hopes for the best
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to buy the team, and that it wasn't for
sale,” M said,

0

MONAGHAN SAID that he was put
off the flrst time he approached Tiger
President Jim Campbell about the pos-
3lbllity of buylng the team. "I was told
that everybody and his brother wanted

But after several meetlngs with
owner John E. Fetzer, the posalbllity
scemed a llttle brighter,

"I told Fetzer at one meeting, 'If you
declde to sell the Tigers, you pet the

Nuclear medicine
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an hour of checklng a patlent’s blood
pressure and count and taking a chanee
of operating to be sure it's a ruptured
spteen, the patlent can be wheeled into
nuclear medicine and  determine
whether Its ruptured withln 10 minutes,
Nowitzke satd.

“It helps give an answer sooner,” she
said.
Nonetheless, while nuclear medicine
procedures in 1983 topped the 11,000
mark at Botsford, compared to only
2,500 in 1968, the dlagnostic tool has
not replaced other more tradltional
tests.

Instead, =l dlagrostic tools, whether
simple blood tests and X-rays, or a nu-
clear scan of the braln, “are used tn
combination, We work hand in hand,”

Ne said. Ce all possible
dlagnostic tests, o patlent's “doctor Is
getting o total plcture of what is golng
on'"

Although “It's an expenslve dlagnos-
te tool, It's cost efficlent,” Morse safd,
slmply Because of the amount of infor-
matlon it can provide relatlvely quick-

y.

While nuclear medicine Is a dlagnos-
tc tool, it Is also used as a screcnlng
device to make sure problems aren't
oceurring, A good example, Nowitzke
satd, Is a patlent who returns about
once a year to be tested for the possl-
billtles of breast eancer.

Nuclear medicine procedures may
also be used therapeutleally, Nowitzke
sald, Althoxgh Botsford does not do
that currently, the process can be used
to destroy somethlng, such as a tumor.

4 3 locations
to serve you

22185 Coolidge
219 Mils, Oak Park

A Mo e it

0% Off

* On ALL Drycleaning

Aondl Qe

23043 Beach
at 9 Mite, Southfield

31555

priceand I'll meet it,’ " Monaghan sald.

Monaghan sald he feels’hls stock
with Fetzer went up becawse of thelr
mutual friendshlp with Michigan foot-
ball coach Bo Schembechler, one of the
dlrectors of Domldo’s.

A dome for the venerable, Detrolt.
owned Tiger Stadlum, a proposal sup-
ported by Mayor Coleman Young, is “a
plpe dream,” accordlng to Monaghar.

“With the economy the way it s In
Detroit, I don't think. it's lkely,” he
said.

NO PIPE dream Ls Monaghan's pro-
posed new headguarters In a 30-atory
tower, which will be modcled after a
1958 Frank Lloyd Wright design for o
56-story apartment bullding which was
never bullt.

Location for the tower s uncertain,.
but Monaghan, who calls himself “the
all-time Frank Lloyd Wrlght fan," zald
he would Itke to build on a 300-acre
pareel of land at US. 23 and Plymouth
Roxd near Ann Arbor,

But.If zoning changes there ean't be
achleved, the headquarters could be
part of the proposed Stroh’s Rlver
Plate profect in downtown Detrolt.

“If I can't kave It in Ann Arbor, I')
o to Detroit,” Monaghan sald.

Questioned on  business  cthiles,
Monaghan gave the following advice:
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*In business, you can be Lhe serewer or
the screwee. Always be the screwee.
Never be the screwer.”

Monaghan was Invited to OCC by
susiness adminlstration teacher Har-
vey Bronsteln. Many in the audlence
were students in Bronstein's principles
nd practices of buslness class.

“Guest speakers are really good for
:he students," sald Bronstein, who last
December convinced former Gov.
Scorge Romney to speak to the class.
‘The speakers motivate the students
nd ;ell them how It Is [n the real
morld."

1t would not be am-
Iss for persons during
tholr lifetime to de-
cide what they con-
sider a dignilied and
meaningful lunoral.
This phrase hes dif-
ferent meanings for
ditterent peoplo, al-
most as wide a range
as Individuat lifo-
styles. A funsral homa
should make svery af-
fort, within reason
and propristy, to &c-
commodato theso
wishes,

Funeral  costs
should likewise be
considarad. It is holp-
tul it tho, surviver un-
derstands fow funeral
charges in tho com-
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posit slip and makes the deposlt slip
out for §150. Ife forges a slgnaturc on
the check, deposits $150 into the ac-
count named on the deposit slip and
gets $150 back from the teller, The
thief has thus made an easy $150.

“THE THIEF'S only Interest iy get-
ting your name and account numbers,”
Glitum said. “They then go to smaller,
branch banks and watch for an lnexpe-
rienced teller. Tellers are not apt to
ask for identlfication because any time
you deposlt money inte your account it
looks legltlmate. it doesn’t make scnse

to deposit money in someone else's ac-
count. If they tried to get al} $300 bank‘
1t wouldn't work.”

The thief can continue the scheme
until either the owner of the blank
checks report the checks missing or
someone reports hls mail missing or,
stolen, *

The blank checks, sent by printing
companlcs, are also stolen from mail-
boxes or' from trays near mail stots,
Glllum said. .

Gillum sald the scheme works be-
cause people, especlally the elderly,”
are “too trusting.” .
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