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renewed

By Joanno Mallszewsk!
staff writor

While Farmlngton Hills Ls awalting a
final commitment for a $1.2 mitlion
state land grant to help buy the $2 mil-
lion Spleer property, clty officlals were
expected this week to officlatly renow
a purchase optlon for the 211 acres.

“It has to be exccuted prior to Feb,
15," sald City Manager Lawrence Sav-
age, adding he had an appointment on
Tucsday with representatives of the El-
canor Splcer estate to renew the city's
purchase option on the property.

When city officlals and Birmingham
attorney Nicholas Spleer slgned an op-
tion agreement in March 1983 to buy
the property, the clty reserved the
right to renew Lhe option for an addi-
tional year if on or before Feb, 15 clty
officlals gave wrltten notice and paid
the Spleer estate another $200,000. Clty
officials also made an Initlal $200,000
option payment last March.

When the tlme comes to actually
purchase the Spleer property on Farm-
Ington Road, between 10 and 11 Mile,
the city can exerclse its optlon and pay
an additlenal $160,000. .

All of the city's option payments will
be applled toward the total purchase
price of the property, Savage said.

The clty's chances of the
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On the move

This two-family, 3,.200-square-foot houte Is taking a |
ride down Eight Mile Road. Owned by Farmington Hills’ Leo Adlar
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p Henry Frohson and Marvin TamaroH gavo away
+ tho house to make room to put up a now Datsun showroom and

Hills council scolded for actions

By Joanne Mallezewsk)
stalf wrltor

state land grant were all but assured n
mid-January when state officlals listed
the planned purchase as the 16th high-
est priority project out of 44 projects
expected to be funded this year.

Michigan Land Trust Fund (MLTF)

The procedure used last week to fill
a vacancy on the Farmington Hills City
Councll “was a near farce,” according
to Democratle activist Aldo Vagnozz

“I thought for awhlle that Fred's
(Hughes) term would be over before
you would fill it,”" Vagnoxzd, an unsuc-
cessiul L told

officlats formally adopted a n
Jan. 11 recommending the matching
grant for Farmington Hills, said Ed-
ward Hagen, MLTF staff assistant.

“There is no problem with recelving
the Splcer estate,” Hagen =ald in
January.“There i3 enough money to
cover (the HIlla project )

MLTF’S PRIORITY list is expected
to be introduced [nto the atate Legisla-
ture In March. Final word wlll come
when the Legislature appropriates the
money, sometime in early fall.

State tand grant officials have §18.4
milllon to spend on land this

council Monday.

After 4% hours of debate and te
votes, councll flnaliy appelnted plan-
ning commissioner Robert Anzlovar to
fill the vacancy left by the resignation
of former Mayor Fred Hughes, .

The process council used to weed lts
way through the 19 candidates began
with allowing the 18 candldates in the
room to telk with the councll for flve
minutes. Couneil members questioned
each candldate after hls or her presen-
tation.

‘That portlon of the appolntment pro-
cedure was Just flne, aceording to Vag-
nozz, deapite the fact that be feit Coun-

cllwomen Jan Dolan and Jodi Soronen’s .

lack of was an “insult” to

year, The $18.4 million includes $14
millién In state money and $2 mittlon
in local money cach’project sponsor
pays to receive the matching grant,. -

At the state's suggestion, city ofil-
clals in November zdded $400,000
toward purchasing the acreage and re-
quested a smaller $1.2 mitlion grant.

the candidates,

The interviews completed, the coun-
il members voted for their top three
favorite candldates to narrow the field,

"It allowed them to throw a sop to
some candidates they never Intended to
vote for in the final round,” Vagnorz
sald, adding the first tally allowed
council members (o acknowledge thelr

City officlals quested o
$1.6 milllon grant.

The stale, In other words, wlll pay 60
percent of the purchese price and the
clty will pay 40 percent. The clty's to-
tal sharc of the Spleer land purchase Is
$800,000, Including the additfopn]
$400,000 and the optlon payments. ,

Iriends.
*“I thought that was a charade.”
Allowling council members to choose
three top candldates in the first vote
tally "lcft It open for game playing,”
Vagnozzi said.

FACED WITH TIE votes, a frustrat-
cd council then dealed a motion to

bring former Councltman Juck Burwelt
back into the running.

‘That motion, however, was followed
by another one to also reconslder appli-
cant Masste Kurzeja. But when a vote
was toeken between Kurzeja and top
contendera Terry Sever and Anzlovar,
the council tled again, .

Motlons to Increase the fleld of can-
didates to etiminats the tie votes after
the first cuts had been made shouldn't
have occurred because It was a change
in the procedure council had agreed to
prior to the candldates’ Interviews,
Vegnozzl safd, ) .

Make tha

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writer

Problems have been few lately,

But Farmington Hills pollce and fire
officlaly are reminding realdents and
merchants that & city ordinance now
requlres address numbers to bo elearly
posted on all bulldings and visible from
the road.

To help lmprove emergency pollce
and fire response time, the Farmington
Hills City Councll last -September
adopted an ordinance requiring all
property ownera to display tdentifica-
tlon numbers on buildlngs.

The ordinance was prompted by flre
and pollce officlals who 3aid emergen-

personnel were having probdlems lo-
cating houscs and businesses because

“The procedure was belng changed
at the whlm.af the councll members,”
Vagnozzi sald.

Inatead, foll g the

Floyd Calmns publicly nnnuunccd’ cach
counel) member's vote last wevk,
“I know leading up to It (the special

in-
tervlews, council members should have
chosen only thelr top candldate rather
than three because there was only one
vacancy to fill,

“It would have been a more honest
vote,” he added.

Vagnoza! also critleized what he felt
was the council's leaning toward a se-
cret rather than public vote for the ap-
polntment. The council, however, did
cast written votes and then City Clerk

Ing) some councll members want-
ed & secret ballot,” sald Vagnozzl, who
contacted the state Attorney General's
offce to make sure a sceret ballot was
prohiblted.

“I don't know of anyone who wanted
a secret baltot,” Councilman Donn Wolt
responded.

But Vagnozzl continued, chlding, "At
one point, the mayor (Charles Wil-

Plaase turn to Page 6

‘that address plain,
firefighters urge public

the addresses were efther unclear or
not posted,

“We've been getting qulte a tot of
calls from businesses,” said Lt. Rlch-
ard Marinuccl, adding that the depart-
ment sent merchants letters reminding
them of the ordinance.

ALTHOUGH FIRE officlals have
notlced sofe houses still do not have
vislble addresses, letters have not been
sent to residents. Most of the apart-
ments and condominiums, on the other
hand, “are in compliance,” Marinucel
said.

Much of the problem Is that many
houses and businesses are so far from
the road ‘that sceing the address be-
comes almost impossible. In other cas-
©9, there are no atreet numbers on a
bulldlng at all, so both fIrefighters and

oral quarrel

shiffers be

Sloce 1944, health wamings have been
q by law on k.
and cigaretta advertlaing. The current
caution states, ‘“Warnlng: The Surgeon
General Has Dejermined That Clga-
retta Smoking Is Dangerous to Your
Health,” ‘
Cigarette advertising hes becn
banned on radlo and TV aince 1971,
Similar warnlngs and bant have nev-
cr applled to chewving tobaces and to-
bacco snulf. But now a consumer group
bas asked tho government to mandate

Should chewers and

warned?

warnlogs on labels and ads for thesg
producta, The tobacco Lndustry opposes

the plan.
Today's Ora) Quarrel queation is:

‘Why sbould muff and chewlng tobac-
co carry bealth warnings simllar to
thosa reguired for cigarettes?

‘To answer thia question, call us at
477-5498 anytlme before 1 p.m. Friday.
To sce how your nelghbors fee) about!
this-[ssue, please sce Monday’s Farm-
1ngton Observer.
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“MOST PLEASED BY
RESPONSE!"

M. Wiicox was gratifiod with the ro-
sufta of the Obsorver & Eccentric
HOUBENOLD PETS claasitiad na
ruood. "'Found an npproprlate homo
'or my 3 ysar old Boston Torslar.
Rocelved 18 calla. I'm & happy sub-
seel =~ who roads the Farmington
Obsarver mota {horoughly then iho
dailiest” ~ =7

Remembaer..,
One call

591-.0900

Use your MasterCara or Visa

O]

police officers must figure out which
building Is which. Nighttime and bad
weather only add to the problem.

The ordinance, however, requlres

more than just placing rumbers on a
'"’.u.” or place of business,

and
1o the ordlnance, must use numbers at
lcast three Inches high — large enough
to be "readable from the centerline of
the adjacent roadway by a person of
normal viston."The address must be In
numerals rather than seript.

If your house or place of buslness is
mare than 80 feet from the road, the
numerals on the building must be at
least six inches high, The color of the
numbers, regardless of how far the
building is from the road, must con-
trast with the immediate background
on which they are mounted,

MERCHANTS MUST place the busl-
ness name and atreet number at the
back door 20 it’s vislble from the alley,
service drive or packing lot. The num-
bers in this case must be three to six
inches high. -

The owners of apartments, condo-
minlums and Industrial complexés
must have atrcet numbera at the en-
trance of the road that leads to each
separate address.

Mabile homes must display the ad-
dress on the side facing the road.

Under the ordinance, If police, fire or
other city ofticlals find a bullding with-
out a properly displayed street num-
ber, the owner will recelve a letter
advising him of the new ordlnance.
Failure to follow up could mean a $100
fine. .

But olflcials are hoping resldents
and merchants become aware of the
ordinance and put up the proper street
numbers.

“It's for their benefit,” Marinuccl
sald.

Twenty-five cents

drains

By Joanne Malisxewak|
staff writor

Farmington Hllls officlals will use
more than half of the clty's anticlpated
$360,000 In 1994-85 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) money to
help pay for extensive draln improve-
ments to combat flooding In Tarabus!
Roseland Gardens subdlvlston,

“It Is probably the only feaslble way
of making improvements in thls arca,”
said Clty Manager Lawrence Savage.

The proposed drain improvements
are a prerequlsite to a pro; road .
paving profect in the nelghborhood that
has been plagued by flooding.

‘Tarabusl Roseland Gardens is south
of Colfax, between Farmington and
Glil roads.

Following a public hearing Monday,
the City Councll unanimously approved
spending $196,000 of the total CDBG
mancy on the proposed drain improve-
ments,

Council members also agreed to allo-
cate the remaining $114,633 to the
city's housing rehabllitation program
and $50,000 for admtnistratlve costs.

The clty’s total 1984-85 CDBG moncy.
Includes a $1,833 contingency alloca-

tlon, .
Although council has given thelr ap-

improvements In

cestary drals
" 'the Tarabusi subdivision, the allocation

is contingent on at least 51 percent of
the nelghborhood's preperty owners in.
dicatlng, through petitions, that they
want thelr roads paved.

But permanent paving cannot be In-
stalled untll the nelghborhood's drain
problems are solved, said Thomas Bi-
asell, department of public services ii-
rector.

Without the instailation of a main
lne storm sewer and ditching, a per-
manent pavement won't last for long
because the standing water will break
up the subsolls beneath the roadway, he
added,

*“This i3 an area that has experlenced
frequent flooding and drainage prob-
lems and where our own DPW flnds it
very dlfficult to maintain the existing
gravel road surfaces,” accordlng to a
report presented to council.

“The housing stock is currently qullc
substantial and we feel that with im-
provements in dralnage and to the
street surface that this will help guar-
antee and in fact encourage Improve-
ments in the housing and the genera)
conditions throughout the nelghbor-
hood,” the report continued

Without using CDBG money, the cost
of Installing the storm sewer, ditching
and paving in the netghborhood would
cost an estimated $516,300. That works
out to approximately $3,900 per house-

1d.

But if $196,000 of the city's CDBG
money Is used to pay for the storm
sewer and ditching, plus another
$28,000 from the city to help with the
paving, and about $74,000 in Act S
road funds (gas and welght tax money),
the resldents’ assessments would be re-
duced to about $1,690 a houschold.

COUNCIL, MEMBERS on Monday
also were expected to conslder estabd-
lishing a apecial assessment district for
the neighborhood's proposed road pav-
Ing project. Actlon, however, was put
on the back burner until next Monday
to give resldents time to present peti-
tlons with more than 50 percent of the
resldents In faver of paving,

Although by the end of Monday's
mecting, Blasell had petitions showing
52 percent of the residents wanted pav-
Ing, time is needed to verify the signa-
tures,

“We ave trying to accelerate the pro-
gram as much as possible so we'll have
a full construction scasen,” Blasell
zald,

The Tarabusl drain improvement
was chosen as the priority project for
CDBG money from among 13 total sug-
gested projects. Other proposed pro)-
ects Included road resurfacing, side-
walks and sanltary sewer extensions.

While the other 12 projects were also
deemed necessary, city officlals indl-
cated that the Tarabusl Gardens
project would benefit the most people.
The other projects also could be pald
for through other methods.

Also pushing Tarabusl Gardens to
the top of the prlority list was that this
is the flrst year the arca has been ellgl-
ble to recelve CDBG money.
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