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Stop bickering
at council table

CIVIC LEADERS and their public ‘con-
duct are the beacon of a community, When
that beacon shines, the clty stands proud.
But when that light is dimmed, residents
suffer,

Unfortunately, one of the weaknesses of
local politics in Farmington Hills is the
temptation by some leaders to make decl-
stons on the basis of personal Ukes and
dislikes.

The squabbling between Mayor Charles
Witllams and Councilwoman Joan Dudley
must stop.

1t is one thing to debate openly the is-
sues and to have philosophical differences
about them. It i3 quite another to turn dis-
agreement over publle issues into person-
al animus,

The recent exchange between Dudley
and Willlams during the selection process
of a councll replacement. at last week's
meeting is'just such an example of coun-
terproductive conduct, Voters should keep
tabs on this conduct and urge their city
leaders to act in a more appropriate man-
ner.

BETTER YET, council colleagues
should call a halt to these outbursts.
A mayor, of all persons, just doesn’t tell

a colleague to “shut up.” Neither does a
clty’s first cltizen talk about golng “Into a
back room and flip a cofn or split a deck”
tochose & replacement on a city council.

No matter how facetious the mayor
may have been in making this remark, jt
certainly shows a lack of judgment to
even suggest such actlon. Such statements
only reinforce in residents’ minds a nega-
tive stereotype of politiclans which is un-
deserved by mest who work to serve their
communlities,

The point bas been made quite clear
that Dudley and Williams don't get along.
But they must look beyord thelr dislikes
and work for the good of the city.

Farmington Hills has plenty of prob-
lems without these two bickering.*Bath of
these council members have much to offer
in dealing with thls community’s future .,

Disagree {f you must on policy. But Jet's
keep it clean,

Welcome to fray

Welcome aboard, newly-appolnted
Farmington Hills Councliman Bob Anzlo-
var.

The process which the councll went
through to select Anzlovar demonstrates
thatm this glly"_s leglstative body is able ta

After six years and two foiled
the Michi Bell Teleph

Tea T — an essen-
tlal ingt in a

has made his way to the council table, We
wish him success In his tenure as a councll
member,

Although our cholee for council was
someone other than Anzlovar, we feel that
his selection was a falr compromise be-
tween the factions which presently split
the council.

Anzlovar’s views on issues are repre-
sentative of many people In this commu-
nity.

running a town,

We also are glad to see that council re-
sisted the temptation to close the debate
and make its selection in the secrecy of
the proverbial smoke-filled room. Some
consideration was given to that possibility
before the night of the candidate inter-
views,

The secret ballot would have been fool-
hardy. Openness always is the best poliey
in government. We look for its continued "
practlee with this councll.

Was ‘racist’ wolf
coloring the news?

MOST DAYS I don't fee! sorry for the
blg, rich papers downtown. Yet even rich
guys deserve falr treatment, and last
week they certainly got the short end
from a report by three Ohlo State Univer-
slty journalism school faculty members,

Because of the OSU people’s built-in
dispositlons, it- was a foregone )

MCHIGAN
TREASURY
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Wrangling in state Senate

THE POWER shlft in the state Senate
from the Democrats to Republicans Is
complete with the naming of GOP mem.
bers as committee chairs,

he Republlean lead p
that the reorganization of the Senate com-
mittees was done with the idea of improv-

ing the state’s business climate and edu- )

catlon'system. .
These are the same subjects which fig-
ure to be Issues the GOP will use this year
in its effort to convince voters'to elect
Republicans to state offlces Nov. 6.

There Is something of a warning In thls.
The Senate could become the forum for
political wrangling of the highest order
with the Republican leadership attempt-
ing at all times to limlit the power and
influence of Democratie Gov. James J.
Blanchard's adminlstration and the Dem-
ocratic House of Representatives;

ITIS NOT lost on the Republican power
structure that choosing to make last
year's 1 income tax increase a

- Richard

* the Detroit News and Free Press would

wind up locking raclst and, therefore, ter-
rible in the eyes of right-thinking folks.
The 29-page OSU study, was commis-
sioned by none other than Detrolt Mayor
Coleman A. Young, smarting from the
coverage he got during the Magnum Ol
overpayment case and Vista Disposal bri-
bery case | g the sewage tr
plant.

THE J-SCHOOL trio began by assum.
Ing what they were settlng out to prove:

“In a very real sense, the mayor of De-
troit and the Detroit media serve different
constituencies, The media seem never to
have recognized that, The reporters talk
about Detrolt as a large metropolitan
area spreading from the city center,

“Coleman Voung wasn't elected by
those people, In the view of the mayor, the
‘media represent an outside set of interests
— Interests which should be treated with
suspicion. E

“Glven the soclal geography of the met.
ropolitan area, thereis a racist relation-
ship between the media and the city.”
(talics mine,) .. :
- In other words, before any reporter
writes or broddeasts & word, we are told
we have a “racist relationshlp.” With such
.a rigged set of ground rules, reporters, ed-
itors and anchor people can't possibly win
or break even., They are gullty by defin!-
tion.” ~ ' . -

NOT ONLY s the mayor-media rela-

tionship “racist,” but “news Is by defini- -
tlomrracist.” L . )
If news be the anusual, say the profes-

sors, then a black mayor Is unusual, black
contractors are unusual ‘and- as meeting

. whese whites are unwelcome i unuluat. -

The sledding becomes doubly tough: a
racist relationship between mayor and
media, and news that is defined as racist
— all befoge a word is written.

S0 it comes as no surprise that the pro-
fessors flnd “clear instances of racist lan-
guage” in the news columns of the Detroit ..
papers.” N

WHEN THE facully members' claime
they “were successful in Isolating our-
selves from Young's influence,” the rest of
us must arch an eyebrow.

It is important to note — as one News-
hating TV reporter failed to do — that the
stydy wasn't commissioned by an outside
agency like the chamber of commerce or
Archdiocese of Detroit. It was hired by
Young, who tends to meet problems with
the ery of “raclsm.”

Crying “racism” is an easy alibi, It

“aaves you from dealing with the facts and

issues at hand, Shouldn't the Detroit De-
partment of Transportatlon be merged
with SEMTA to form the comprelensive.
transit system we visuallzed back {n 19687
Go 'way, redneck, that's racist, Shouldn’t
the people.who pay for the Detroit water
and sewerage system have a volce in Its
policles and operations?® Bug. off, you
Grosse Pointer, that's raclst.

One thinks of the.aliepherd boy In the
Aesop fable who cried “wolf, wolf” 50 of-
ten-that no one believed him. One day a
real wolf came andate the brat alive.

partlsan issue led eventually to the recall
of two Democratic state senators and the
GOP's present enjoyment of power in the
Senate. .

The vote to increase the income tax
from 4.6 to 6.35 percent was almost en-
tirely partlsan with only one Republican

senator, Harry DeMaso of Battle Creek,

helping glve it a bare majority. Since then,

. Bob
.Y Wisler

DeMaso has been treated like a leper. Al
though he Is consldered his party’s leading
taxation expert, he was bypassed for chalr
of the tax-writing Finance Committee
and not even given a seat on.it.

Republicans made political hay by
making the tax hike the Blanchard-Dem-
ocrat tax hike.

The danger is that the natura? tendency
on the part of Senate Republicans to keep
a lid on all allocatlons and expenditures —
thus retaining as much as possible of the
tax-revolt constituency — may lead to
political and governmental dlsorder..

Although the move to lower the state
income tax, thereby mollifying a still un-
settled populace, seems to have been put
on the back burner, there are any number
of GOP senators who would like to spon-
sor a tax-cutting proposal,

WHETHER A CUT is the wisest course
of actlon at this polnt doesn’t seem to
matter as much as the political advantage

that would acerue to those In the jorefront
of any such maneuver. .

Surely, this is behind Gov. Blanchard's
recent proposal to lawer the income tax
three months ahead of schedule this year.

But even Blanchard’s proposal to cut
the tax rate by 0.25 percent Oct. 1 doesn't
seem to be as much a clearly-thought-out
plan to trim the budget.in appropriate
areas as a desperate maneuver to take the
heat off the administration and those leg-
islative Democrats who aré still possible
recall targets.

What is lacking in all the turmoil is a
cogent, thoughtful approach to reduclng
the cost of state government.

MOST OF the Legislature’s time is sthl
spent ciscussing " program=, proposals,
benefits and legislation which will add
layer upon layer of services and more cost
to government.

Not enough time Is glven to determining
how the state is going to contirue to sup-
ply the services and funds that it has un-
dertaken over the years.

Not enough thought is being given, for
example — as it hag been pointed out re-
peatedly — to some way to reduce the
cost of the ever-rising Department of So-
clal Services budget and to find ways of
meeting the demands of an educational
system which needs more money to fm-
prove its posture, .

No antilﬁ:iotic for-this flu bug

COUGH. COUGH,
I've got this scratchy  throat and

congestion in my head. This Is being writ-

ten by a man fighting the flu.

Last week I watched as three members
of my family were bedridden with the flu.
I was proud that somehow I had dodged
the bullet. - -

I made several trips to the hospltal with
family members as they recelved medlcal
help. We found wall-to-wali people suf-
fering from the same symptoms — fever,
chills, congestion, coughing. . :

While at the hospital, 1 noticed that
many. doctorg and nurses were coughing
and sneezing, *

Cough. Cough. .

What’s going on?

THE WESTERN Wayne County area is
suffering from a major outbreak of In- -
fluenza, according to Dr. Don Lawren-

© chuk, head of the Wayns County Health

Department. [
He identified it ag the H1-N1 straln,”

.cummoﬂzo'cnllm the Braztliap - strain.’

‘People may be affccted by this straig

Ounr fragmented soutt n
region needs some’ beavy dizcussion of
governmental modernization and reférm
— not soclological claptrap which damns
the message carrier in .order to avold
duﬂnzwlthihemmge. Tt

can be pi d by a flu vaccine. This

#train' was prevalent a few years ago, 5o
" most older people have Immunity ¢o it.

“Many young persons are bothered by
-this flu'because they have not received the

“vaceine,” Lawrenchuk said. o=

Nick
Shar!cey

_compared to other years?

. 9

This strain contrasts with the H3-N2 or
Philippine strain which was prevalent in
this area last year, The flu vaccine was
ineffective with H3.N2, and it serlously
affected many senior citizens in nursing
homes, Lawrenchuk said,

Although some peaple dle of flu‘every
year, the bigger fear is that it will develop
into Reye's Syndrome. Reye'a is a myate-

- ‘'rious lliness which often causes death, es-
. peelally‘'among children. Seven cases have

been reported in Michigan this year,

Typically, Reye's foliows a lung boul

with the flu, :
Dr. Carol Bird of the Oakland County
Health Department said not much is
known about the specific cause of Reye's.
““There i5 a statistical correlatlon between
the taking of aspirin during the flu and
getting Reye’s,” Bird said. . .

HOW SEVERE s the {lu outbreak as

County health authorlties have no read-
ily P one
year to another. -

Wayne County's Lawrenchuk said “sev-
eral” school districts in northern and
downriver county areas have canceled
classes because of the flu outbreak.

He would not Iidentify the schools
closed. “That's a declslon for the school
administration to make, not the county
medical people,” he said. - !

Oakland County’s Bird sald Several
schools had closed in that county also, “It
was for a variety of reasons, not Just a fiu
outbresk,” she sald. .

- Typleally, .schoals are closed when 20
percent of the population is out sick.

Cough. Cough, .

HOW IS IT treated? Unfortunately,
there's no simple method. No- antibiotic
has beon discovered for the H1-Bl strain
or any other strain for that matter be-
cause they are viruses and impervious to

. antlblotics.

' The usual advice — éetlmg rwl and

'gvrinking plenty of fluids — stil} applies.

ith thig strain, bed rest can be for as
long as two weeks, an unusually long time
for the flu, .

Cough. Cough, .

I've got to knock off now. I think It go
home and get some rest. -



