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Mooting each other face to
face, tho audionce at Long
Meadow Eilomontary School
discovers there lsn't any stage
to scparate it from membors of
the OCC Chambos Theater.

Some p

O foolln'. It was a Girambaloobler. Big as life on the gym
floor at Long Meadow Elementary Schoot In Avon Town-
8hlp.

Pp.
It played bazeball (sort of}. It danced {a Ilttle), It made
children and teachers chuekle (a lot).
When the hunters freed the gentle Girambafoobler, a sigh of

‘Wallace Smith narratos tho atorios whlle the actors re-
;Inla the action moatly in mimo.

Shivering In the winter's cold, tho mice
layed b; the

. * audlence, look to Fraderick, the mouse

: artist for some reliel Teachers, (nciude
Long Meadow ptincipal Anita Page were
sclocted by the actors to participate in
this segment. The artist everyone criti-
cizod as lazy managed to oase winter's
chill by evoking Images of sunshine and
fiowers In the minds of his fellow mice,

?l rated G’
for Girambafoobler

thus emerging as tho hero of the tals. jous

R - <}

rellef rippled through the gym. Casting off the anger (hat trans.
formed it Into anather creature, It girambafoobled lts way home.

That [risky little beast was braught to Wle In the imaginations of
its audience last week by the Chamber Theatre of Oakland Com-
munity College's Orchard Ridge campus in Farmington Hills. The
brainchlld of Instructor’ Wallace Smith, the B-year-old theater
group performs fanciful vignettes that eschew sexism, viclence
and raclam,

1 believe very strongly in that,” Smith safd. Uslng materal that
reflects the bellefl’s of the group's founder, the ensemble's style
remalns subtle, not strident. “We don't push that. We don’t preach
It. We don't punch It.”

ALTHOUGH THE group will dlscuss the the plays' lessons If the

2 1s | '8 not & datory part of any perform-

ance, Smlth zald, “It’s not driven Into the audience, It's inherent In
thepleces.' | . B ’ .

Tho OCC group has performed In front of everybrie from pre-

schoolers to seniors Ln places ranging from schools to haspltal hall-

ways 1o streets. After the president of the Unlvérsity of North.
Dakota saw atory on Smith and his group in the Christian Science
Monltor, the OCC instructor was asked to particlpate last April in
a conf for peace by the y and the clty of
Grand Forks, N.D.

He and his actors tourcd through as many of the elty’s schools as
they could Includlng two “humongous" schools on a nearby Alr
Forcebase. -

Usually not so far flung, touring has been an Integral part of the
OCC Chamber Theater since its Inception. Originally, the college
lacked facllitles for such performances, so Smith declded that the
actors would travel to their audlences. Armed with a few plots, he
persuaded writer friends to turn them into short stories which
Smith in turn transformed into plays.

THROUGH THE ycars students and a writer Arlene Victor
Biggs have contributed enough plays so Smith cen rely on a bank
of about 25 atorles to find seven which fit the needs and talents of
his cast. The company has about 14 actors but shows ean be put on
by as few as saven or elght people. .

"1 wanted to tour and do original material that had something to
say other than dolng klddy shows,” Smith sald,

“We all know hew-much vlolence there is In reallty. There's
violence in the mediz and in children’s programming. Why not
offer an alternaplve to that? We stress positiveness and love — not
{car, vengence, violence or paln,” he satd.

“In the pleces we have, there's conflict. But the resolutlon comes.
through posltive action, not violence,” he said.

Sharing a tender momont, the Tender
family members discover they've man-
aged to save from the flood what thoy
fove the most, cach other. Loarning that
people are more valuable than objects are

trom lower left) Qrog Velzy of Waterford,
the Tonder son; Ethel Parks of Bloomfleld
Township, the Tendor mother; Tony Lord
of Southfiold, the Tender father and .
Denlse Cohon of W. Bloomfield, the Ten-

theater
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Puiling together ‘to

wife, son, dog

moussd

a handsome meal.

Statf pho. lbu by
David Frank ,

harvest the glant rad-
ish, the old man, his
and
cat learn that aven a
tiny mouse has
somothing to con.
tribute. It's with tho
holp the
group is ablo.to yenk
the glant radish from
the gardon and shato
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