Feminism needs understanding

There are those for whom feminism ta o disease
that the world would be better off without, For oth-
erg itlsall there Ls,

ut regardless of whether we're anxiously awalt-
ing.its demlse or carrying Its flag, the v}v,omen’s
movement has happened, Not only Is It a fact of
lifo, it has proven to moke a difference In the way
]t’r;;n many people, women and men allke, look at
. X

Feminlsm Is certalnly not without Its antago-
nists, They can be found among both genders of tuhc
race and on both sides of most other issues,

But regardless of where we atand, it may be as
important to understand the antagonista as it ia to
listen to those who are marching in the parades,

On the one hand, not unlike the plantation owners
who were deprived of thelr workforce more than

!100 years ago, many of these folks have much to
050,

WHEN THE slaves were freed, the plantation
people lost much more than a handfol of workers.
They lost a lifestyle. That is the way [t s when
people call for equallty in a soclety in which Ine-
quality has become an unquestloned way of life.

‘That I8 preclsely what 13 at stake, and those who
oppose movements of liberation know it only too
well, It is no wonder they rise up in an anger born
of fear.

They have much to lese and the losses go far
beyond the kitchen. Corportlons will never be, the
same. Those who pay women 41 cents to every dol-
lar In the male paycheck stand to lese a bundle.
Wouldn't you be an antagonlst? . }

Government people can be no less’blamed for
thelr reluctance. Some of them may take pains to
put a woman here or there to whom they can polnt
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with pride. But as of now, they know that on the
bottom line the men run the show.

AND THEY also know that if the parade Is al-
lowed to march on, that will change. That is a fact
to be understood whether you walk in the parade or
are walting on the sldelines for It to end.

Even the churches stand to lose a lifestyle In the
face of feminism. No wonder it Is easier for them to
preach against the very inequality that lurks in Its
sanctuaries,

When we conslder that “God' Intended it this
way," the challenge of the women's movement has
Eot to be a terribly diffleult pill to swallow. The
very fact that there have been somo Inroads makes
the prospect even more frightening for those who
unttl now have thought it was all a bad dream?

Some of the antagonists are from among the
female of the specles. Like so many of the slaves of
old, they have prehaps become 50 accustomed to
the atatus quo that they can envision no other way.

After nll, it 1s no easy thing to be told you are not
free when a)l along yau thought. youwere.

AND THEN there are those women who are
painfully aware of their lack of frecdom. They are
aware, too, of the lack of freedom knawn to so
many males and females allke, At the same Ume,

Repeat words for elderly

Dear Jo:
1 would like to comment and perbaps, add to (he

column you wrate abost the older gentleman wha

constantly asks people to repeat themselves,

1 quite understand thls problem as I norsed bath
my husband, for 11 years nfter a stroke, and my
muother who died 1o her 905, For years they both
asked me to repeat almost everything that I safd
dometimes as many as two and three times.

i Now that I am in my 80s, I {ind that ] am begla.
ping to bave this same problem and have come to
ke conclusion that it is not that we cannot hear
weat is being sald, it Is that people In general speak
{ar too quickly for the older brain to think fast
4aough to separate out the words In order to clearly
wondérstod exactly what is being sald.

* I fecl embarrnssed when I bave to sk people to
tepeat themselves, but I must do 5o in order to un-
{erstand and to glve & correct reply.

: So, Jo, my request to your readers who speak too
ﬁulckly 1s for them to slow down when speaking to
s elders we are listenlng and to plese be patient.

H
Dear Mrs. V.2

. Your observations are excellent, and research
ttudies sypport your statements. I apprectate your
$akling the time to write — thank you,

+ Also, another reader, who asked that I use her

comments, but not to publish,her letter, stated that

‘the tower pltched male volce, gently and slowly .
Spoken was the easiest to hear and understand,.

while the higher pitched femalo volce was almost
inaudible.

3 She requested that she would appreciate it great-
Jy If saleswomen in particular would lower thelr
Jone slightly, speak more slowly and look directly
-at thetr eustomers (partlcularly those who are old-
'cr) when spedklng to them,

Dear Jo:

+ My husband at sge 81 is in poor bealth. My
ndavghter and I kave decided to keep him at bome
Mfor as long as possible. Could yoa suggest one or
1two blocks on how to care for an older person such
{as my husband. Neither of us bas any nurslag train-
*ing or education, but so far we are rxmug[mgm:h:e‘ci
E irs. .

+
\Dear Mrs. G. '

3 Your husband is very fortunate to have such car-
2Ing relatives as you and your daughter.
N
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gerontology

Twa books on caring for older persons are “The
Geriatric Alde” by Jane Henry Stolten (Llttle,
Brown) and “The Aged Patient: A sourcebook for
the Allled Health Professlonal" by Nora Ernst and
Hilda Glazer-Waldman (Year Book Medical).

Caring for a relatlve at home can be very trying
and difficult. I hope that you are aware of the ser-
vice provided by your communlty to assist you in
your endeavours. If not, you can find out what is
available through your doctor or commualty health
nurse. Good tuck.

Dear Jo:

My doctor told me to take calelum daily, but I'm
ot sure how much to take . . . what do you seg-
geat?

3.8,
DearJ.S:

Calclum carbonate 500 mg. is the recommended

dally dosc.

" Deardo:

I am 64 and enjoy average bealth — my problem
Is that T get uncomlortably cold fingers, even on
days that are considered cool rather than cold.
Should I worry — or Is it just my age.

Mr.R.T.

Uncomfortably cold flngers in cool or even cold
weather s not a normal part of growing older. I
suggest you make an appolatment with your doctor,
You have a medlical problem that needs medical
adyice. .

Meanwhile, you would be wlse to wear wool lined
leather gloves when going out and avoid placing
your hands in very hot or very cold water,

Readers can write to Jblayne Farrell at
P.0.Box 66, Postal Station G., 1075 Quecen
Street East, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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they are reluctant to leave the sidelines and joln the
parade because they do not wish to be branded as

“radical.”

‘They want to be able to be for freedom — for
themselves and others — without betng identlfled
as pro-abortlon. It may be that parades are not
their style, and they may be beyond the anger zone,
Even movements for frecdom can unknowlngly be-
come a sourco of its deprivation.

Understanding the antegonists, of course, s one
part of the problem. But not untl] the marchers can
sit down with the spectators to understand the is-
sues will we really know what it means that “to the
image of God they were created, male and female

ted” .

they were crea
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This weekend there's
going to be some funny
_ businessgoingon.
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The Little Tramp wilt be here, along with
the Lone Eagle and the Sultan of Swat. So come
visit the time of flaming youth, rccoon coats,
jazz music and speakeasies. Dance the Charles-
ton. Watch the silents. Have a rip-roaring good
time at our 1920s Great Escape Weekend.
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FUBNITURE
Now you can buy namo
. top quality
furaiture the direct way
al a Wwemendous
savings, and have it

serviced by a company
that has 35 yoars n the
furniture  busingss, A
company that's horo in
1his area to serve you
personally. Find out
about thia new way to
get the kind of furniture
&nd servica you expect,
with greater savings
than znu‘d OvOr expect.
Call 356-1980 now for:
dotalls.
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Getting
settled
made

simple.

New-town dllemmas fade after a
WELCOME WAGON call.
As your Hostess, it's my Job to help you
make the most of your new neighbor-
hood. Qur shopping areas. Community
opportunities. Speclal attractions. Lots of
“tacts to sove you time and money. Plus a
"basket of glfts for your family. Pli be
listening for your call.

et

CALL
356-7720
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