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By Tom Baer
staff writer

Sandy Gram ean yack and yack
about kaynks.

But he'd much rather be tucked tnto
one paddling down the Clinton Rlver on
his way to Mt. Clemens.

“Hey, I know a place along the Clin-
ton fust past 1.75 and M-59. It's 80 pret-

"ty that I could show you a pleture of It
and you'd swear it was some stream In
the Upper Peninsula.”

Gram, who manages a downtown

Farmington 'store which sells equip-
ment for outdoor enthusiasts, is high on
kayaks, canoc-like craft’ with Eskimo
ortgins in which paddler and boat zeem
to become one. .

Kayaks, which welgh about 40
pounds and stretch 18 feet, 1 inch, are
completely cavercd except for a hole in
the center for the paddler, A nylon
"skirt” worn around the paddler's
walst spreads out to form (hopefully) a
watertight scal around the opening.

“It’s somewhat more forgiving than
& canoe," Gram sald. “You can take

water over the bow and still have a
chance. If you get knocked over by a
wave, or if you hit a rock and tip over,
you could still roll back up.”

Kayaking down a river like the Clin-
ton {or a more rapid atream) is “an ad-
venture, a thril), an assumed-risk activ-
Hty,” in Gram's words. “You reallze
that you could get hurt, but you could
get hurt driving your car, too."

Kayaks and kayaking have become
popular, according to Gram, fust as
rafts and rafing caught on several
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years ago,

“We probably seld 30 (kayak) boats
last year — and that's,more than I sold
durlng the last 12 years,” Gram sald.
“Lots of people were dolng white-water
raftlng, and a lot of the guides on these
rafting trips would be in kayaks.
'rh‘cy';:e $0 much more mobile than
rafts,” .

MOST MODERN kayaks are madé
of tough materials called Marlex and
Fiberlastie, “We -call them Tup-
perwear, lovingly,” Gram sald, “Those
materials we cali bombproo!. I've scen
cars run over them with ho damage.”

Paddlers pitch and yaw in kayak tuneup

Would-be kayakers can learn the ba-
ale skills by joining the Farmington
Canoe and Kayak Club, sponsored by
the Farmington Hills Parks and Recre-
atlon Department.

The club conducts classes in kayak-
Ing on the calm waters of the Oakland
Communlty Collegs swimming pool.

*“The first thing you learn to do Is to
get into It.” sajd Gram, who asalsts the
club. “It can be a little tippy some-
Umes because the center of gravity Is
so low.” '

One important thing for student to

learn is the Eskimo Roll, a method of
righting the craft — and the paddler —
once It's been tipped over. A combina-
tion of paddle work and a scapping of
the hips ls needed. - )
Instructor Jerry Huey demonstrated
fhe roll for club members last Monday
night at OCC. N
“The classes nre very lmportant”
Gram sald, “You learn -the basic
strokes and how to hold your paddle.
After the class, there's kind of an open
pool for them to paddle in. Usually, it's

! Ploasa turn to Pago 4

Carol Famwn (canter,

) and hor partner Sue Wedda propare to do
an Eskimo Roll while Instructor Jerry Husy eupervises.
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The boat ti
the kayak.

Dave Justus (loft) of the Far
Klopman. Jim Payne, an expori
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gton Hilla Parks and Recreation Department di
[lce{l paddier, looks on from behind.
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memory lane

Memaories, memories . . . bave we got the mem-
ories. And we'd like to share themn with you. Using
local newspaper files, we're dishing up generous
slices of life In the Farminglon community from
490, 30, 20 and 10 years ago. .

FEB. 17, 1944 —

“SAY FELLA, don't forget that the Ides of March
are fast approachlng — all too fast,” noted the
Around the Block column. “And before that day our
Uncle Sam would like to have a little report from
each of us. If you're stuck, however, there's lofs of
help about Farmington with an income tax service
opc"nk each evening and a ‘revenoor’ coming to tho
bank.” P

“UNCLE SAM makes aure that our soldlers are
well-fed,” sald an advertisement for the Farming-
ton Bakery, “It's just as neccssary that workers at
home have nourishing, appetizing meals.”

CLASSIFIED AD: “FOR SALE — Four docs and
one buck rabblt, 6 months old. 23018 Lakeway,
Farmington.” P .

SHORT ITEM: “Last year Germany dralned
large marsh areas In the Ukraine and r

0133 before 10 a.m,, all day Sunday.” Another clas-
sifled: “Ten-Inch console mode) television, good
condltion, 22435 Tuck Road."

SHORT ITEM: “Mrs, Charles A. Armstrong of
Mayfleld Avenue was a luncheon guest of friends In
Detrolt last Tuesday. A beautiful cake honored her
birthday.” :

FEB. 20, 1964 —

IN A BRIEF ceremony at the beginning of the
last Farmington Clty Council meeting, the councll
meeting room In the new municipal building was
offlclially dedicated to the memory of the late Pres.
ident John F. Kennedy, Monsignor Thomas Behan
of Our Lady of Sorrows Cathollc Churceh In Farm-
ington gave a brief talk in tribute of the late presl-
dent, 23 did Farmington Mayor Robert Lindbert,

FARMINGTON TOWNSHIP'S volunteer fir- -

fighters responded to
63, to the 1

port. False alarms accounted for 15 of the runs,

‘Township fire calls have nearly doubled gince 1958,

calls durlng

a record 561
ire dep

DETROIT STREET Railway (DSR) bus runs
to

much peat” Another short item: “The anclent
Egyptlan eleaned his hands with sand.”

“WHEN THE long distance clrcults you want are
crowded, the operator wlll say, ‘Please limit your
calls to five minutes,’ " sald an advertisement for
the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. “That's a good
idea for the war-busy days and nights. It helps ev-
erybody get better service.”

FEB. 18, 1954 —

‘WORK IS EXPECTED to begin soon on the first
unlt of the new Alta Loma subdivislon in the south-
west secllon of Farmington. A deposit for the in-
stallation of sewer and water lines has been filed
with the city, according to City Manager James
Tennanl, and work will begln as soon as weather
permits. The subdlvision is bounded by the Cut-Off
on the south, Glll road on the west, the extension of
Alta Loma on the north and the extension of Cass
on the cast.

A RECENT WIND and rain storm Interrupted
service to 240 telephone customers in the Farming-
ton exchange, according to n Simpson, manager
of the local Michigan Bell office. .

“DO YOU DOUBLE park 6r make U-turns in the
‘center of the business district?” asked the Around
the Block column. “If you do, the police may have a
little communtcation for you. The City Council has
asked-the pollce department to keep a sharp eye
peeled for auch viol 1ly on Fi

rom F Detroit
w1l begin soon on a trial basls,

FARMINGTON TOWNSHIP ranked fifth in Oak-
land County In new resldentlal dwelling starts in
1963 with 321, according to a report released by the
county, Southfield led the county with 1,020 new
houslng starts. Bloomficld Township was next with
829, Waterford Townshlp had 385 and West Bloom-
{icld Townshlp 825,

AN ADVERTISEMENT for Conroy’s Super Mar-
ket, 23534 Farmington Road, listed rib-end pork
roast at 29 cents a pound and round steak at 89
cents a pound. Also advertised: Smucker's
strawberry prescrves at 49 cents for a 20-ounce jar.

FEB. 15, 1974 —

FARMINGTON BOARD of Education trustees |

Elizabeth Brennan and Kathryn Stirling resigned
last Wednesday. The two were the last remaining
members of the conservative faction which had
dominated the school board before the last election,

Brennan cited the last board meeting, when she
failed to get a motion on the floor, as one reason for
her resignation. “I will not serve on a board that
denles me my right to speak freely,” she sald. Stir}-
ing echoed many of Brennan's complaints. “My
volce Is not beard in legitimate school matters and
is ssemingly not necessary even In matters of ex-
treme importance,” she said.

THE SPECIAL education program at Farming-

Road. So now you have been advised. Observing the
law is always a lot safer and usually a lot cheaper.”

CLASS AD: "1840 DODGE two-door scdan,
1o good running condition, four new tires. Farm

ton's C School got a helplng band from the
Farmiogton Police Officers Assoclation recently,

. The organization donated $300 for a new whirlpool
for the school, which serves mentally and physical-
1y bandlcapped students.
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A sumplus of style
for the adventurous
individualist In

oversized pleces from

. LEON MAX, Designed [n
cool, crisp cotton to
combat the heat of
civillzed city streets,
Here, a Jacket that
looks best with sleaves
rolled up, In putly, §78.
T-shirt styled top,
sand-toned, $42, And
cropped pants that
wrop and belt In tront,
putly, S60. All, S-M-L.
The Individuallst

in The Woodward Shops,
at Hudson's Northiand
and Eastland.
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éla‘bnbm BY PHONE: 24 hours a day,’? days a wa

ek, . '
~ fmued Moo Delrolt, calf 569-2854. Eisawhete, lolklise 1.800-233-2000.



