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St.

’s does comedy, Will- 0-Way a musical

‘Charley’s Aunt’ ‘Mack and Mabel’ has real charm
always amuses

Performances of the St. Dun-
stan's Guild of Cranbrook -produc-
tion of “Charley's Aunt” by Brandon
‘Thomas continue at 9 p.m, Friday-
Saturday at the playhouse on Lone
Pine Road in Bloomficld Hills, For
reservations, call 644-2527,

By Barbara Michats
spoctal writer

“Charley’s Aunt,” ably performed by
St. Dunstan's Gulld of Cranbrook, is a
sure cure for the midwinter blahs, a
comlc Valentine that never fails to be
great fun, whether one is seeing this
classic Victorian farce for the first
time or the tenth,

Talented Mark Walters is a stand-out
as Lord Fancourt Babberley, pressed
Into service as an ersatz aunt by his
Oxford classmates Jack (Marly Flyan)
and Charley {(Andrew McMechan) when
the latter's real aunt fails to arrive in
time 0 be the very necessary cha-
peront for the two young swains and
their Lair Jadles.

Conveniently equlpped with an old
tady's costume for an amateur theatri-
cal production, Babberley Is quickly
transformed into Charley's lovable old
aunt, Donna Lucia d’Alvaderez. “I'm
fram Brazll, where all the nuts come
from,” Babberley glecfully explalns.

Since Donna Luclz happens to be a
milllonalress, Babberley finds himself
liotly pursued by two aging furlune-
hunterz. “I could never be happy with a
man Jike that!" Babberley ecxelalms
about the cantankerous Mr. Spettigue
{Fred #rmstrong), momentarity losing
himsell in his newly acquired femintnl-
ty. “What we women have to put up
with!”

WALTERS IIAS unabashed charm
and the Implsh grin of a lovable rogue.
He throws himself into the role with
great gusto, and his comic timing Is ex-
celtent.

As the love-smitten Jack and Char-
ley, Flynn and McMechan are convine-
Ing and work well as a team. When the
plot they have set In motlon becomes
more than they can handle, their grow-
ing distress visibly reglsters.
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. Armstrong Is wonderful as bluster-
ing old Spettigue, chasing Babberley
around and arcund the garden, as he
hobbles on a eane. His dellvery carties
great authorlty, and one can readily be-
licve how Intimidating he Is to his
nicce, his ward and their respectlve
suitors,

John Lake Is likeable as Jack's fa-
ther, Sir Francls Chesney, Though hls
current impecunious state makes him a
contender for Donna Lucia's® hand,
Chesney's gentlemanly nature and ba-
sic good sense ultimately prevall.

When the real Donna Lucla shows up
in the middle of the shenanlgans, she
hides her identlty, easlly accomplished
since Charley has never met his aunt.
ige

Performances of the Will-0-Way Repertory
Theatre production of the musical “Mack and
Mabel” continue ot 830 p.m. Fridays-Satur-
days and 4:30 p.m. Sundays throuph March 10
at Will-0-Way Apprentice Theatre, 775 W,
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Long Lake Road, Bloomficld T: p. For
ticket information call 644-4418.

By Debl Bareamlan
spoclal wrlter

Wi]iOWny Repertory Theatre offers an Inter-
esting productlon of a unlque little musleal called
“Mack and Mable.*

The musical, by Michacl Stewart and Jerry Her- -
man, depicts the llves and times of two stlent movie
greats, Mack Senneit and Mabel Normand. It pro-
vides a look at the beglnnings of film In Amerlca
and glves some insight [nto the stresses of movle-
making and movle stardom.

Sets and muslcal accompaniment in the WII1-0.
Way production are simple — almost stark. Eileen
T. Weiss, as dircctor, has chosen instead to rely on
the talents and enthuslasm of the cast to commun]-
cate (he cnergles required In the fledgling movie
Industry, ¢

always a
stage presence, Is tine in the role, her
bearing and elegance most credlble.

LOU SINGER is pleasant zs Brasset,
Jack's butler, who serves as a commen-
tator an the behavior of his “betters.” A
littte more havghtiness would enhance
the comle potential of the rolc, though.

The three young ladles In the play
tend to be inylpld characters, and the
casting here does nothing to counteract
that impression. Helen Roberts as Kit-
ty, Jack's love, comes closest to show-
ing some spirlt. Kim Dresbach’s Amy,
Charley's beloved, s partleularly lack-
luster, while Deborah Walker as Ela,
Babberley's true love, 13 cloylngly sug-

ary.

Dircctor Dwight Rinke keeps the
production llvely and well paced, Sat.
urdsy night's curtaln problems not-
withstanding., Rebert Ralsch's sct de-
slgn fa nlcely flexlble, though the black
walls are somewhat shabbily palated.
Corinne Barringer's costumes are ser-
viceable, but the glrls’ dresses should
not separate at the walst when they
move. It's an amusing distraction In a
show that has more than enough genu-
ine laughs.

For the mast part, this cast responds with gusto,
The are well-rounded, and the talent is
consistent throvghout.

: Many supporting characters shine, anel; Clee-
tand as Lottic Ames is really llkeable. She is n frec-
wheeling, uninhibited tatent. Clecland's enthusiasm
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 KEEGO TWIN CINEMA
WHERE MOVIES COST LESS
On Orchard Loke Road at Cass Loke Rd.*
1% Milo W. of Tolegdraph 682-1800
EXPANDED, LIGHTED PAVED PARKING -
NEW DOLBY SOUND — NEW GIANT SCREENS
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Sun,
Wod, & Thurs. Offor oxpires Feb. 22, 1984

table talk

Cajun Creole

A dinner featuring the Creole cule
sine of New Orlcans &nd the Cajun
cooking of the French Acadian Par-
ishes west of New Orleans will be
held at 7 p.m. Monday-Tucsday, Feb.
217-28, at the Lark, 6430 Farmington
Road, West Bloomficld. The menu of-
fers Acadian peppered shrimp, {ried
redfish tidbits, chicken and creole

A

sausage file gumbo, raspberry royale
sorbet cocktall with champagne and
brandy, crawflsh ctouffee, bread pud-
ding and New Orleans coffce. The
price is $49.50 per person. A speclal
wine package utllizing the Cruvinet
Wine System may be added for $17.50
per person. For reservations call 661-
4465,

ALBAN'S

“Botth ¢ Boaskd:

Restaurant & Delicatessen-

SUNDAY SPECIALS
Stutfed Broast of Chicken + Bost Stroganoff + Bakod Fish

Allof the abova include aalad, potato, roll & butier

*3.99

188 N. Hunter
Blrmingham
646-8553
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BaRastaurant
454 West Huron (M-59) = 338-9639
Across from Pontiac aanqral Hospital

ALL YOU CARE TO EAT

Family Dining Special *
Sunday 4-9 p.m., Monday 5-11 p.m.

' MEXICAN ALA CARTEITEMS #B 95

Nachos or Bolqﬁao .

Children 10 and Under % Price
Beverage Not Included « No Carry Outs
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Phit Marcus
Esser

Nancy Gurwin

Oponing Aprl 26 .

28000 Grondt Rwor
18 Ko Formington Hns g

474-4800,
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Nancy Guwin
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FEBRUART SOLD OUT
Mirth % Aged Pertormance
Andabie

474-4800

Something Differen
for.. Breakfast
“-Sunglay Briinc
JLunch,

" Dinner.

Revolving Restaurant

.Saturday Night
Extravaganza -
5:00 P.M.__

" 353-7700

26555 Telegraph Road

[ L’Rondeview ) §

Ls contaglous. Her one number, *Tap Your Troubles
Away,” is a show-atopper,

CHESTER E. Jamison 111 13 another solld talent.
He portrays a number of roles. Each character s
well-developed and bellevable. His number, *When
Mabel Comes in the Room,” Is a perfect vehicle for
his bcfulllnl volce and danclog abllity.

Tom Chapman and Caz Badynee also perform
with vigor. Chapman portrays a particularly lke-
able and three-dimensional character. It is uncom-
mon that a cast can so strongly support the maln

s ch istic is the s

partlcular attrlbute.

‘The main characters, Mabel and Mack, are par-
trayed by Cynthla Betley and Marc Jarchow. They
believably portray a vulnerable starlet and an
overbearing movle mogul. Their best scene is the
one in which they sing to each other, “I Won't Send
Roses.” It Is a sensltive interpretation of a polgnant
song.

The choreography In this musical ts reaily quite
200d. It is creative and within the abillty of all the
chorus members, It s most pleasing during the
number “When Mable Comes in the Room.” The
east dances with style and confidence.

There Is an effective use of a apottight through-
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SENIORS...

k Enjoy the conviviality of

the Pike Street Comipany
at 10% DISCOUNT

off the luncheon menu
G

2:30-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.

Pike Street
Com any

%«:MP

18 W. PIKE STREET, PONTIAC

Phone 334-7878 far reservations

Valet Patking
Available

©

!ORIENTAL PALAC

SPECIALIZING IN
SZECHUAN, MANDARIN &
CANTONESE CUISINE

out this productfon. It Isolates characters durlng
private thoughts and while communleating dlrectly
wlth the audlence. The use of the spot tn the final
scene Is really a nlce touch,

EILEEN WEISS has a good understanding of the
Intent of this musical, The play Incorporates histor-
ical information with real-life drama and eater-
talning fuff. Welss has insured that cach element is
effectively communicated. o

To see thig play’ls to see a cast thoroughly enjoy-
ing itself while at the same time working very hard
to present a finished product.

| Coupon Good Thru 2.22-84 *

DARLIN' LILLY’S

20200 Orchord Lake Road
Batween 12 & 13 Mils Hoads
N 851-4577

ANY TWO VEAL DINNERS for *14.95
CHAR BROILED BABY BACK RIBS for2 1495

pilad o feltuckd s 400 8 baske of homamade beead. e
LUNCHES » DINING - DANCING
- BOEBY LAUREL BAND WED.-SAT.

This weekend meet
New York's
greatest swinger.

e etimien At
Everything will b swinging at our 1920s
Great Escape Weekend, inc}uging the Sultan of
Swat. You'll hear the tango, dance the Charles-
ton, sec the movies, taste the foods and meet
the people who made the twenties roar. So grab
your babe and come on out.

Henry Ford Museum
February18and19

SUNDAY BUFFET
Fried Basboqued Chicken Appetizor,
3 MAIN DISHES: 1 Chickan, 1 Bool, 1 Vogata-
ble, Shrimp Fried Rice, Egg Roll, Friod Wonton
Soup, Frult and Salad Bar}
ALLYQU CAN EAT - Manu Changeg Wookly

Adults '5.75, Under 12 '3.50

umﬂyra FREE
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STENLING HEIGHTS ¢ SUMMIT PLACE CIREMAS
EVERY TUESDAY

ALL FEATURES $ oo
e ALL DAY

OPEN 7 DAYS
BUN.-THURS. 11:30 AM. t0 10 P.M.
FAL & SAT. 11:30AM. 10 11P.M.

20133 Nortmwstienn Huyy
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Beautiful facilities for
Wedding Receptions,
Bridal Showers, Bar
Mitzvahs and every other
important occasion.

Accommodating Meetings and
Seminars from 5 10 500.

Inquire about our off-premise
catering. 644-1400
Ext.502/3

Woodivacd at
Long Lake Rd,

STERLINGHTS, Fxmae.
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