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Former Detroiter Ellon Phelan frequently works with unusual ma-
terials. Above, *Walking the Dog,” 1984 is oil on atumnium, 53-by-
78 Inches, At right is*Calypso,” 1881, oll on alumnium, 48-by-956
inches. Phatan considers her carlier atfiliation with Detroit's Caso
Cerridor artists an important part of her growth,

Staff photos by Mindy
Saunders

Phelan’s paintin

By Sarah E. McHoeal
spoclal wrllor

Elleo Phelan’s paintlngs stimulate

¢ cye, arouse the scnses and, In the
Frocess, open up, guite I ically, 3
{ecling of space and light. Emblematic
In shape, expressive in use of paint,
they are beautiful warks.

Currently at the Susanne Hilberry
Gallery of Blrmingham through Febru-
ary are paintings from 1979-1984 by
Phelan.

The paintings are all based on com-
binatlons of the L-shape, The picture
plane is either cut asway or constructed.

The materials of paintlng comprise
much of the emphasls, but, as Phelan
explalned, beyond the use of materials
the works are about landeapes,

Out of a process with the L-shape

paintings, like those of Monet or

Turner.

The peteeption of environment and
atmasphere in these works s pure sen.
sation. This abstract art adeptly cap-
tures our surr by relying on
the essence of palnting. In fact, without
demand for our attentlon on content or
figure, nature Is repeated, not por-
trayed.

‘THE USE of color ts so effcctive at
grounding and centering attention that
it carcfully guides the eye acting, by
Phelan’s conselous effort, for color to
read space.

Much is transmitted through use of
color and palnt. The opaquish dripped
palnt in "Watercolor® Is like rain on a
window. The effect of melting,
streaked color in *Thaw™ appears [llu-

since 1977, the pleces in this show have
reached a point of successfully creat.
ing the sensation similar to open alr

sory.

The solid to liquld transition of sub-
stance connoted In this work seems

review

ever changing, therefore unending. Yet,
of course, it Is static.

The personalities of some of the
works are achicved by color. “Calypsa™
and “The Islands,” inspired by a vaca-
ton to Barbados, capture -associations
2nd encrgies of the Caribbean.

Of Interest are the four prints re-
peated ioto paintings In the middle
room. The process of experimentation
with the L-shape is further revealed to
us. “Walking the Dog™ conveys rhythm
by use of the combined shape and the
use of contemporary colors. The cffect
is quite humorous.

PHELAN, born in Detrolt, cow lives
and works In New York City. In the fate

*60s and carly '70s, she was involved in
the Cass Corridor art scene. '
Phelan said of the Cass Corridor,

“Things were golng on that were not
going on anywhere else . . . real In-
volvement with abstract ideas unltke
the reglonal work of Chicago, San
Francisco and Texas.”

Slnce then she has shown in New
York, Chicago and on the West Coast.
Her work has been in group shows in
Milan and Venlce, Italy, and Munleh,
Germany,

s shown at Hilberry

In 1880 ber work was Included In
“Contemporary American Palntings®
at the Olymplc Winter Games In Lake
Placid, N.Y.

She has shown frequently at the Hil
berry Gallery and also was well repre-
sented in the "Kick out the Jams: De-
trolt Cass Corridor 1967-77" at the De.
troit Institute of Arts which later tra.
veled to Chicago.

Presenting
early music

Itallan vocal and instrumental music
of the late 16th and early 17th centu-
rles Is on the program for a concert at
8 p.m. Wednesday |n Oakland Universi-
ty’s Varner Reeltal Hall.

Performing will be the Oakland Cho-
rale and Ci Lyle

Claudlo Monteverdi’s “Magnificat®
from 1610, Glaccome Gastoldi's *Bal-
letti* from 1591,  severa) canzonj by
Girolamo Frescobaldi and some madri-
gals by Barbara Stroxzl, one of the first
docpmcnted Woman composers,

Nordstrom of the university's musie
department faculty wllt direct the con-
cert with musc played on the recorder,
crumhorn, lute, viel, harpsochord and
theorbo.

Student musiclans will perform

sar authority
on early ensemble repertolre, especlal-
1y ensembles using the lute,

The concert, open to the publlc, free
of charge, is presented by the Center
i?r the Arts and the department of mu-

c.
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TROY COLONIAL
»Large threo bodrooms, 2% baths
= Family room with raised hearth fireplace
* Enclosed front porch, large deck with Jacuzzl,
<+ Emorald Lake privilegos on .38 acres
+$117,800

643-8500

OPEN SUNDAY 1-5
30815 Billington Ct., Birmingham
«Teorrific Land Centract Terms
+ Circular drive, security system .
» Largo opon foyer, dramatic living room, formal
dining room. Florida Room. A MUST SEE!
+$137,300 . 540-6777

FIRST OFFERING

«Immacutate 3 bodsoom colonlal - St. John Woods

« Huge famity room with doorwall to dock
« Large gorage, full basoment

+ 2 fireplaces and morol

«$76,600

= Now docor—not even a nall holo
* Refinishod floore; docorator blinds

= Super now dock; rocreation room w/baer

« Mature troes; fine Southfield sub
»$74,800

IMINGHAM
540-6777

ENTERTAINER'S DELIGHT

547-2000

643-8500

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT
* Spectacular ot with ravino -
«3 Bedroma, Famlly Room, Porch
« Privato, lovoly Southhold sroa
= 10% Land Centract 10 Oct., 1986

+$84,000 540-6777

SUPERSB LOCATION !
«Brick Colonlal avor 2400 Sq. Ft.
«Forma dining room, Femlly room
+ Don, 4 Bodrooms, 3 Baths

+.2 Car Garage, Vinsolta Park Area
*$109,900

540-8777

"HUNTINGTON WOOD8
« Throo Bedroom Cantor Entrance Colonlal

+ Two Full Baths, First Floor Lavatory

+ Library, Separate Dining Room
«BRING ALL OFFERSII! SUST REOUCED
+$72,000 LAND CONTRACT TERMS

EXCEPTIONAL
SOUTHFIELD TRI-LEVEL
*60 x 120 Cuf-Do-Sac Lot
»3 Bodrooms 2 Full Bath Brick Home
+Spacious Famlly Room, Céniral Alr
+» Largo Kitchen w/All Appllances

557-8700

£rg
«PRIME 11 MILE + EVERGREEN AREA

SUPERB BUY
« Groat gataway right In the clty

* 1% acres, ravina salting overicoking river,

omodelad Kltchen with Oak Cablinets.
« Central Alr, Sprinkler Systam

'WEST BLOOMFIELD
T res1-23087

557-8700

OPEN SUNDAY -4

)
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FAAMINGTON HiLL8
LASBIC BEAUTY

+ High assumabls land contract
+ Heatod Inground Pool, Large Mastor Bedroom suite
« Finishad Rec Room, Contral Alr
* Professiolnally Landacaped Yard
« Covored Brick Patlo. $105,900

ASSUMABLE MORTGAGE
+ Boautiful 3 Bedroom Brick Ranch
+Romodeled kitchen Inctudes all appliancas.
« Qutatanding Rec, Room.
« 2% Car garage, Enclosed Porch,

540-6777

. | R
CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HiLLS

* Quality bullt construction by Lorimer

+ Living room with manteted fireplace

= Formal dining room, tamlly room

+ Mastor bodroom with tull bath

«$210,000

"BLOOMFIELD -

. i 644-6788
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