Thursday, Fobruary 16, 1984 O&E

(©O15A

Colleges, business eye high-tech link

By Kathy Parrish
stalf writer -

It can take years for Industry to plck vp on uni-
versity research, or for faculty to sce

Auburn Hllls assessor Laurence Murray
stressed the tax break was granted to entice
Comerica, not to get the Qakland Technology
g:rk ux.nilerwny. And each future facility will

thelr findings put to use,

That “technology transfer” could be speeded up
at the planned Oakland Technology Park linking
high tech b with Oaklang C Cot-
lege and Oakland Unlversity,

“There's a natural tie between the development
of new Ideas and thelr application,” explained OU

Presldent Joseph Champagne, who bas pushed the
cars *

coaperative venture for three 5

“The tate is trying to move into high tech. And
we have the brain power, We can cootribute in o
service way to b s d >

on its own merits.

““We {lnd that bualnesses put that tax moncy
back into blgger bulldings, which means twice
as many jobs,” explatned Murray, "“The public
purpaose of all this is ereatlon of new jobs and
employment opportunitles in Michigan.”

0U'S CHAMPAGNE presented the Qakland
Technology Park concept to the Michigan
High Technology Task Force in 1981, A
As vice president for academlc affalrs at

.the University of Houston, the Industrial psy-
hologist ba d d of the

CHAMPAGNE cavislons a New England

Houston Arca Research Center. One of 50 ma-
Jor high tech parka in the natlon, it fs among
35 wlth dircct unlversity connections.

“Industry on |ts own cannot generate the
technology it needs to be competitive,” satd
Champagne, who calls the university-busincas
venture a “natural marrlage serving the In-
terests of both.”

Not interested in sclilng OU land, the unl.
versity president would like to see the unjver-
slty provide property for jolnt use like a con-
ference center. ' .

LOCATED IN Auburn Hills, the 1,800-acre Qak-
land Technology Park Is bounded by 175 to the
west, Unlversity Drive to the north, OU o the cast
and M-58 to the south,

Untll now it was just a rolllng, wooded area
bisected by Galloway Creek and crossed by the
Clinton River at'the south end. A dirt road which at
one polnt becomes a single lane, Squlrrel links the
university wlth the commumity eollege.

But this spring Comerica’s new computer opera-
tlons center employing 800 opens on the alte. The
area’s frst bullding has led to a flurry of specula-
tlon over which flrms will be next.

Among those named are Genera! Dynamlcs,
GMP Robotles Corp. and even J.L. Hudson Co..

Expected soon are announcements from South-
ficld developers Schostak Brothers & Co., as well as
reports from companles hired by the Auburn Hills
land owners to do feasibllity studies, land design
and finance consulting for the project,

OU contributed $10,000 in "private money within
the university"” for the studies. OCC was not asked
to pltch in.

“AS FAR AS I'm concerned we're moving along
nlcely,” sald Oakland County Exccutlve Danlel T.
Murphy, who thinks the project “bodes well for the
county.”

“We're really on the move. Once the purk gely
going, 1t will £ill up fast.” -

To Murphy, it’s essential that tha county help the
arca attract buslnesses, He sees it as a prime Joca-
tion which could become an Important business cor-
ridor like I-696 in Farmington Hllls and Southfleld.

"“Economic development {3 our biggest problem,”
explained the county executive, whose staff will
help market the project.

“We expected that business would know where to
come and get Informatlon, And we've found out
that Isn’t the case. So we're helping however we
can."

Murphy is opposed to tax breaks for busincsses
settling In Oakland Technology Park, belleving that
ought to be a last resort “not the flrst thing they
tatk about.”

BUT ONE of the area's big attractions is the ap-
proval by Auburn Hills of more than dozen proper-
ty tax abatements to industrial facllitics. Comerica
will pay half the going millage rate for 12 years.

area "where the university and park
come together in meaningful ways."

He is excited about the prospect, which he
believes would benefit students through jobs,
Internships and coop arrangements. “There
would be an incredible number of hands-on
experiences that haven't exlsted for them be-
fore,” he sald.

But the p also acknowl.
edges thet the schools must be “vigilant” in
watching out for thelr integrity and independ-

ence, ;
“The thing to remember Is that we must
the of the y; to

The tibbed feather pump from Chasles Jourdan, A steck, open-toed
sithouette on the most modern, sculpted heel, It's a restatement of
2 classic...made brand new by high-tech touches...by ane of the
world’s master-creators of design! In white, red, khaki,
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remaln a frec institution,” Champagne
siressed.

“But I belleve there Is a way to maintain
the unlverslty's integrity and independence. 1
wouldn't push the university into anythlng
that would compromisc its valucs.” :

ALSO EXCITED about the Oakland Tech-
nology Park concept is OCC President Robert
Roclols. The development Is next to the com- *
raunity college’s Auburn Hills campus, wlich :
Is where its vocational programs are concen-
trated. Along with manval and high tech .
skllls, there is a bullding devoted to robotics.
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Think Spring!
How Arrivala -
Cuwront name
brands always
20 - 60% of

during our 1920s Great Escape Weckend. And|-
you'll hear the music of the Jazz Age, dance its |-
dances, watch its movies, meet its people, taste
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ASPER

TRUNK.SHOW

GREENSTONE'S

Creators of fino jewelry-
" for over 55 years.

528 N, Woodward Ave,'.
Bitminghem, Mich. 43011

(313) 642-2650

ANTIQUES|

THERE'SALOT
GOING ONIN

Obgerver & Eccentrit .
classc.lfled
ads’

: |.Wednesday, February 22
from 11 am. to 3 pm.

at Hudson's Oakland

~ | Join us for an Informal

trunk showing of

Kasper for Joan Leslie

fashlons. On hand will be Kasper
representative Leslie Rosen

who will present this
fresh new collectlon
of spring and summer
sults and dresses.

All, from 11 a.m. to

3 pm.in The
Woodward Shops.
See you there.
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coats and jackets

g in a splendid sclection
; of styles and colors

Coats warmed with wool
119.99 to 169.99
orig. 240.00 to 340.00

For misses ond petites, marvelous
sithounttes in all wool and woo! with o
fouch of polyester. Solid colors

and tweeds from names you love.

Also:

Down coats and jackcets
59.99 to 79.99
orig. 175.00 to 220.00,

Lightweight warmth in quilted polyester-cotton
or polyester-nylon with 80% down, 20% feathers.

In fashion and rcutrol shodes.

Selected collections—no? every
style in every color or size in all stares.

*Percentage off original prices,
intermediate reductions moy have boen
taken prior to this sale.

Sorty, no muail or phane ordors.

§ole ends February 23rd.

ord & Taylor, Twelve Oaks—call 348-3400
Open doily 10 to 9 Sunday 12 1o 5




