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Why women resist high tech

Tn 1982 the average math score for males on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test was 492 va. only 443 for
females. Tho result is consistent with past years,

Scoring between 600 and 800 on the math test
svere 20 pereent of the males and only 9 percent of
the females.

This |s signiflcant because mathematlcal com-
petency forms the basts for moat, If not all, techno-
loglcs,

Ttescarch on leamning-style preferences shows
wormnen fear and resist numerics, or mathematics.
Although they possess the abllity to achieve, wom-
cn have such a derogatory self-lmage of thelr math
abliitles that they have no confidence they will suc-
ceed in math classes. .

EDUCATIONAL researchers argue the Amerd-
can educational system s largely responsible for
any differences in achlevement. Girls are not en-
couraged to take high-level math, In math class-
rooms, they often aren't given the kind of attention
boys get.

in high schools as well as colleges, most ad-
vanced math classes have few, If any, women en-
rolled. "Before they become teen-agers, little girls
do well fn all subjects. In high school, the paths
veer apart,” according to Jacquellne Scherer, soci-
ology professor at Oakland Unlversity.

Scherer believes sufficlent evidence exists to
show that It is our culturo and soclallzation, not
biological limlitations, which have stecred women
away from technology.

“'As they mature, girls begln to avoid ‘male’ ac-
tivitles and, more sadly, ‘male’ subjects such as scl-
cnce and mathematles,” deelared Scherer,

SEVERAL STUDIES indlcate there are about as
many women as men who have high mechanical
aptitude. Also, women often score higher than men
in the arcas of motor coordinatlon, finger dexterity
and manual dexterity.

Glven these findings, it is surprising women
received only 10 pereent of the bachelors' degrees
In engineering (n 19680. This statistic has improved,
however, from less than 1 percent In 1970,

In

women 48 per-
cent of ail students enrolled. Yet the U.S. Depart-
ment ef Educaticn notes that {n 1975 only 15,8 por-
cent of students enrolled In technleal voeational
eduatlon programs were women,
Professor Scherer feels myths about women con-
tinue to perpetuate female isolatlon from technolo-
gy. "These myths,” she concludes, "condition our

daughters and perpetuate the gulf that keeps wom. .

en away from technology."”

ONE MYTH promotes the porsistent view that
girls get along better with people and should avold
the study of objects.

A second myth encourages the belleve that wom-
en are not tough-minded enough to deal with hard
facts.

‘The third, and most Insldlous, myth s that wom-
en by nature have no role in technology.

The perpetuatlon of these myths places women
at a severe disadvantage when they seek jobs In the
marketplace. It cleses doors to wamen. It makes
them weak in opposing the Improper use of technol.

ogy. In plain words, It renders them pawerless.
Wamen currently make up more than 40 percent
of the labor force in America but are substantially
under-represented in the lechnologles

“TRADITIONALLY In our culture, women have
been steered away from machines,” sald Sherry
Turkle, an assoctate professor of soclology at Mass-
achusetts Institute of Technology.

“Even women sclentlsts will tell you that thelr
fathers taught their brothers how to wire a house.
But when they got near the wiring, their fathers
would yel), *Don't touch that! You'll get shocked!”

“It's the same today. To a large degree, the com.
puter culture s made by men for men.”

Tecehnlcal fields have always ylelded much high-
er salaries.

Most high school counselors do not even consider
advising the female student to enter the cngineer-
ing fleld, although many have strong mechanical
and Gender ping
must cease. Females should be encouraged to con-
sider a technical occupation.

Dr. Watcke, a Troy resident, is dcan of tiber-
al arts at Wayne County Community College.

Ma Bell helps disabled

Michigan Bell has opened a customer service
center for handlcapped telephone users at 26200
Greenficld In Oak Park.

The Telecommunleations Center for Disabled Cu-
somters has working dlsplays of many products and
handies repalr and billlng Inqulries.

Among the products offered at the center are
telecommunlcations devices for the disabled, the
Medic Alert Phone, speakerphones and automatic
dialers for people with motion Impairments.
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