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Tourism best
for economy

MORE BUSINESS and clvic ieaders
need to hear about the industry which i
going to brlng back Michigan from the
hard times — tourlsm.

Thank God for people like Bill
McLaughlin, the metro Detrolt tourist
chief, who spends a good deal of his time
in converting the unwashed to the belief in
the of this

e
Industry for our state. Sure, lots of folks
think automoblles when talking of
th n Michlgan's Tour-
ism, they say, is for the northern reglons.

They're mistaken. When it comes to
jobs — bread and butter on the table —
tourism can do a lot of providing for this
part of the state in the coming years.

Let's face It: The auto companies have
figured aut how to make more money with
far fewer workers, Just this jast quarter,
the auto industry posted a loss-to-profit
swing exceeding $2.5 billion, according to
the Wali Street Journal. Yet GM fs think-
ing of cutting its work force by more than
60,000 by 1986,

BUT TOURISM, a labor-intensive in-
dustry, has yet to reach its potential in the
Great Lake State,

“Jobs, jobs, jobs,” says the governor.
And that's what we necd — jobs for those
who are being forced to sit idle and are
now sapping Lhis state's budget. Jobs to
make them taxpayers rather than de-
pendents of the state.

discover Michigan
by Bill Stockwell

DID YOU know that the village of Chel-
sea, with a population of only 3,700, has
six different educational centers in or
near by? The glant Unlversity of Michigan
is in Ann Arbor. Eastern Michigan Uni-
verslty and Cleary Business College are In
Ypsilantl. Wash C Col-

crackerbarrel
debate «

. Steve
i Barnaby

[T
\vaio

Every
center bullt will provide more jobs.

hotel, restaurant and convention

Unfortunately, tourism serves as a

1 in the thinking of far
too many of the state's movers and
shakers, Lots of Up service ls given to it,
but not nearly enough money.

At Jeast the state has 3 guy arcund lke
McLaughlin who is spreading the gospel.
Just last year 830,000 visitors came {0 the
tri-county area and left behind $135 mil-
lion, McLaughlin said recently,

And this reglon could have far more of
those tourist dollars If we urged our state
business, labor and governmental leaders
to pay more attention and spend more
bucks on it

FOR TOURISM to succeed, McLaughlin
reminds us, we all must bury our parochi-
alism In the back yard with the dog's hone.

He warned that if Telegraph Road is a
barrier between the city and the suburbs,
then we can't survive,

And he's right. He reminded us that
when tourists think of this area, they don't
distinquish between Detroit and the sub-
urbs,

Nelther do they distinquish when they
spend their money. Whether it be a hotel

from our readers

Mayor criticizes
council coverage

To the editor:
As a newspaper, you have for years

chided the Farmington Hills Council, or as

3 you prefer, that “gang up at Eleven Mile.”
s

Some has been justified, some not. I would

1
- ke to criticize your reporting and edito-
r""*'f.m

in a2 matter that wasa't contro-
versial untll you made it so.

I am referring to your “headlines” on
February 9, 1984, “Willlams to Dudley:
Shut up” and when “Dudley complalned
Willlams shouted back ‘Shut up.’ " If you
were to review taped recordings of that
meeting, you will find the following:

Each council member in rotation had
Just been given their turn to speak on the .
cnnfldate of their cho::::é As lc(hainnnn, I
spoke after all others spaken. During
my talk, I ==id something that another
council member took issue to and who in-
terrupted my talk. With no raising of
volce or shouting, I replied to that person
as follows:

“Whether you want me to say it or not,
I'm going to say it, s0 you keep your
mouth shut. I've certainly kept my mouth
shut when you were talking. I appreclate
you do the same.”

IN ONLY reporting part of this, these
words “shut up" are completely out of
context, Perhaps I should have used dif-
ferent words, and I apologize if some
found them excessive. However, there isa
protocol that we follow at meetings that
to be recognized to speak, a council mem-
ber waits until the other member has
completed what they have to say and then
asks to be recognized before speaking.

One councll member has had a hard
time adjusting to this procedure and has
been y, Interrupting other per.

in F Hills or a in
Westland, it's all the same to lourists.
They just want Lo have a good time.

We should concentrate our efforts on
ensuring that tourists do have a good time
by supporting moves to provide appropri-
ate facilities and cash expenditures to
this job-saving Industry.

lege, Jackson Community Culleé'c and
Concordla Lutheran College are close at
han

Scoopism

Supporting tourism through time, mon-
ey or philesophical backing is an {nvest-
ment in our state’s economie future

in news;

racism in cities

TALK OF raclsm is common these
days.

A panel of Ohlo State University jour. -
nalism professors found Detroit newspa- "
pers guilty of raclsm when reporting the
now infamous Vista sludge-hauling con-
tract casuel US. Co

Then the U.S. Court of Appeals upheld a
federal district judge's finding that the
city of Birmingham was guilty of raclem
in ducking out of a commitment to build
senlor citizen housing, |

And each time Detrolt Mayor Coleman
Young thinks it is advantageous to charge
someone else with racism, he does 8o,

It is often difficult to determine where
racism starts and ends.

IT WOULD be helpful for an Impartial
panel of experts — {f there {3 such a thing
— 1o tell whether an event or decision is

sons, making faces and mumbling when
somethlng is said that she does not agree
with; and it is necessary for the chairman
of a meeting to maintain order.

I bave generally been able to work with
all colleagues but admit that I am & plaln
talking, no-nonsense type of person. I do
not dislike Joan Dudley or Steve Barnaby.
I do criticlze thelr methods, however.

Charles H. Willlams, Mayor,
Farmington Hilla

Reader laments
tax process

To the editor:
'l'{nle Coke {ol{ (Coca-Cola, that is) re-

y Wisler

cently 2 $2.9 million new plant
in Detrolt, The final paragraph of that
story stated that the city of Detroit hnd
granted to Coca-Cola n 12-year tax
abatement,

Now that the “Notice of Assessment
Chaoge” time is close upon us, Farming-
tenh 8 can wallow in the knowl-

green. They care about the dramatic im-
pact of the story.

THERE a difference, however, in
determining the amount of raciam present
in decisons 1o reject public housing which
might Inclnde blacks,

The public record of the hearings in
Birmingham is foll of statements which-
clearly indicate that some opposition was
based on fear that public mbum would

or

affected by racism,

But {t may be too difficult to determine
which events are affected by racism and
which are affected by mere stupidity, or
by a refusal to admit wrong, or by politi-
cal proflt, or by opportunism, etc.

! Take the OSU investigation of the
newspaper stories on Detroit’s Magnum

and Vista trial cam] Jodgmést
H I think the panel erred In its

If the newspaper editors, and

writers involved went overboard it was

because they were guilty of the occupa-

tional disease of “scoopism” rather than

racism,

Those in the news business generally try
to come up with a story that will captore
the most attentlon before the competition
does. At even the hint of a acdop, they tend
to play the story for all it's worth, then
add a few dollops. .

But the sad truixm Ls that the Big Story
s remembered only unlu‘ tbownm 9.1:.

of dollars in an unsuccesatul ef.
fort to have the finding of deliberate rac-
ism overturned.

Blrmingham was not the only city
which ducked out of public bousing proj-
ects in order to avoid any poesibility of
accepling poor blacks. One only has to
look at the makeup of the community —
and most suburban communities In this

litan area — to know there Is a

tha pdbar sdeasdaies o dhocy ool

wa3 one major canse of unrest and
b i
recommended any

Thea p P
anotber Blg Story. It lso't even, “What
have you done for me Iately?" It is, “What
have you done for me today?”

A whole peries of stories unfolds, Those

chaing the story could care less whether
the principals are black, white, yellow or

dies, most of which were

gou,vcyuule‘wuﬂybmm
-~ And you won A panel of experis
to tell you that. Take a Jook arcund,

edge that no sucll tax abatement deals,

routinely offered to businesses in Michi-
gan citfes and towns, will materialize for

us,
Tte deal that most Farml home-

letter at taxpayers' expense to tell me
that, There is irony here. All homeowmers
receive their tax bills and their Notice of
A nge [n writing, Saiter docs

owners can look forward to with certainty
is Increased assessments. Mr. Satler,
Farmington city assessor, has sald as
?u]:l:h on the '84 calendar put out by Clty
all.

What Mr, Sailer does not say is that
there will continue to be no rationale for
his assessing.

As ] have polnted out so many times be.
fore, the assessor seems each year to
make adjust, on wh
whim bappeas to cross his mind. In that
infamous public meeting at City Hall in
1877, he proclaimed that it was his *co-
efficlent of dispersions” which made him
do what he did. A year later It was the
subdivision quality which did it. And on
and on. Last year he had his jollies with
the owners of the old houses. He was high
on old houses, down on the '50s houses, and
vgx;y down on one particular sub I know
about.

Hillcrest sub near me was blacktopped
last fall. All the property owners had to
help pay for that. That's routine, But what
1 lind Interesting is that praperty owners
in Hillcrest had reduced property tax
evaluations last year, and quite substan-
tially, in fact, I'm talking about amounts
over $2,000 each. My property abuta one
of these pleces; I'm In an old house; and
my agsessment was ralsed $400, Further,
all my pelghbors In historie houses within
a two- or three-block perimeter had in.
ereases, What was the rationale?

1 have constantly maintaloed that in
Michigan — and probably elsewhere —
there I8 no consistency in what assessors
do. Another exaniple:

Leaving Farmington for a moment, and
going north to Springvale Township, Em.
met County, I offer another llustration
confirming exactly what 1 have maln-
tained for yesrs. Six property owners sat
down with thé township supervisor/asses-
sor to diseuss the practices there. In going
over the data on the varlous property
owner cards, we found that land assess-
ments per front foot within the same con-
tiguous pieces of property where all lots
are Identical in width ranged from $60-
$80, The assessor/supervisor had no im-
mediate answer, for the sins of Inequity
had preceded his term of oftice. He im-

plied change, .
One of that ing was

Cha;

not call each of us into his offlce to tell us
those tidbits of information. :

1 have a suggestion for all of us: along
about the last of February or the first of
March when we recelve that famillar
b pe with Far City
as the return address, do not open it but
mark REFUSED on the envelope and send
it back. . .

Though Mr. Sailer's inequities are le-
glon, he is only part of the larger Issue.
The larger [ssue {s the property tax sys-
tem {tself. It is a stupid and archalc way
to raise money for public education and
operation of local governments. The more
reasonable way would be a graduated in-
come tax based on gross income with no
exceptions,

The recall persons who are intent on
dumping elected officlals could better
spend their time dumping our medieval

and inequitable property tax system,

Lee S, Peet
Farmlagton

‘Biased reporting
does disservice’

To the editor:

There have been other matters that
have taken my time and this letter has
been delayed, but I must reply to Tim
Richard's slanted news story recently
about Perry Drug Stores and the call for a
shopllfting crackdown.

Mr. Richard’a story seemed to portray
me as opposed or at least “cool” to such a
shoplifting crackdown. This I must cor-
rect. Otherwise, merchants and their cus-
tomers may begin to think I am “soft" on
such crime. Shoplifting is serious and
costs billions annually. Mr, Richard left
out — and I belleve deliberately —~ my
opening remarks that I was 100 percent
behind such a crackdown. I have support-
ed previous anti-shoplifting programs.
His handling of this news story gives the
readers quite a different impression — to
my detriment.

Yes — I did polnt out that the Oakland
County jail was overcrowded and that a

kd ith its arrests

would overcrowd it more,
Mr. Richard left out that I appealed to
e chamber of executive di-

that it ever took place at all, that an
elected official willingly sat across the
table from his constituents and listened to
thelir collective concerns. This was not a
Board of Review meeting, those k.

rector and Perry Drug officers who were
present, to approach the (Qakland County)
Board of Commissioners and ask them to
ad}ir&n the overcrowding problem, as our

court-type ones which take place in
Farmington and Farmington Hills, but an
information meeting,

Spri I Board of Revi

PTing! 4 P
persons last year provided me in writing
the set of figures they had used to deter-
mine my assessment. This was a first, and
it is more than Mr. Saller, Farmington
City assessor, will do. He has insisted to
me in the past that he will tell me nothing
in writing, and even sent me a registered

gl g have done, so that
Qakland County’s police departments
dolng their job would find a place to lodge
thelr prisoners, .
Slanted/biased reporting does a disser-
vice not only to me — but to a fine Sher-
iff's Department and a dlsservice to your
readers who are deprived of the whole
truth, . .
Johacnes F. Spreen
Sherist
QOakland County

Here's something to make you count
your blessings. It’s a letter from a distant
relative in a midwestern state, a woman
of 40 with two teen-age children, and no
smatter how dismal I feel, her missive

cheers me up. Il disguise the names,
Here goes:
“WE HAD a strange Christmas. It all

started Nov. 29 wﬁ Mom burned her
right leg with scalding water. It became
Infected, and she was bospitalized Dec. 13,

“In the meantime, my old "72 Pinto
died. Couldn’t be revived without major,
costly surgery. Then the ungodly cold
weather.

“Dec. 14 Dad fell on the ice cutside my
front door, cracked (wo bones In his right
wrist, was casted from fingers to elbow.

"Thest on the 17th Dad had brought my
grandparents to see Mom, and when we
the iy parking 10, bo (bod) bl et o

cy par] agaln just
outside emergency room doors. This time

- e broke the left radius, just above the

“wrist, completely in two. The cast on his
ldhrminenlmmavuthoﬂngmlohn
below the armpit, - .

“I CALLED Jack (ber brother), who .
was due to come bome the 19th to see If he
could come bome a day earlier to take
care of Dad so I could go back to work the
1BLh. Thank God he could.

“Now I was running errands for Mom,

You think you’ve got

i

-".

Tim
Richard

a
. shouldn't be out

who is still in the bospital; Dad, who has
two casts; and my grandparents, who
in this extreme cold —
and 1 have no wheels!! Dad's two cars
were giving us trouble with starting in this
cold weather — 20-plus below, wind chill
minus 40 to minus 70,

~“On Monday the 19th, the car wouldn't
start that am. after work. One of the
malntenanco men jumped it, and 1 started
bome after calllng Jack to take the kids to
school, Got half of the way home and de-
veloped a flat. Walked to a friend of my
folks and called Dad to have Jack come
and get me after he get back from taking
kids to school.

“That afternoon Jack, Eddie (her son)
and I went to fix the flat, and the car
wouldn’t start, We tried to jump It, and it

‘wonldn't catch. So walked to Pfeiffers

agaln; Dennis came and he couldn't get it
to turn over elther.

'S80 we pushed and pulled it to their ga-
rage, put the hattery charger on It, and
finally got It started. Jack drove it home
but took my keys with him.

it bad?

“IN THE MEANTIME, Dad calls ts
and tells us Gramps had some kind,of
spell and needs to be seen by a doctor, So
Jack calls and the car won't start agaln, |

“Dennis takes Eddie and I over to get
Jack and the keys to the other car, Eddie
stays with Dad, and Dennls' car stalls out
at a stop sign. .

“We finally get back to the other car,
take Gramps to hosp. emergency room.
Dr. checks him out and admits him across
the hall from Mom. He has no stroke
symptoms by now, but his blood pressupe
1s 204/50, '

“Friday the 23rd Gramps is dischargéd
from hosp, He's OK. Had small stroke, fo
evidence of anything worse pending,

. .Gramps got out of hosp. on his 87th
birthday. So that evening Jack, Dan, Shlr-
ley (other relatives), Eddle, Tony, Tracy
and T went to thelr apartment with i¢e
cream & cake. . . !

“We had a really nice Christmns, Ev-
eryone was home and on the mend. . .Dad
andlmgemgtolooknlaurloday.
Hopeltpansout, . .

“Now It Is Michelle's (her daughter) turn
to be the difficult one, She's 50 moody! At
times she’s loud & obnoxlous, then she be-
comes introverted and very quiet. , IL 1
survive her puberty, it will ba 2 miracle!.

“Hape this finds you well, May 1984 be
a great year for you. :

)
-~ Jane”




