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Edu;cators to be:eduQatfed on ageism

By Loralne McCilsh
stalf writor

A coalition headed by Area Agency
on Aglng has put together a workshop
to educate cducators In Gakland Coun-
ty on the vatue and beneilts of bringlng

Loutso Churchos

By Loraino McClish
staff writer

; “The Picture Lady” i3 a famillar
term o many Farmington arca
schools, Sponsored by Farmington Art

* Foundatlo, a service branch of Farm-
Ington Artlsts Club, the program alms

- to develop an appreclation of art in the

: young.

. The Plcture Lady Is a volunteer who
-goes Into the classroom and suggests
. different ways of viewing a plece of art
;to the students, and famlliarizes the

l

‘You don't have to have
a teaching degree to
. - become a Picture
. Lady. We will
personally assist
anyone who is
interested.’
— Nancy Mudioff

and Dione

- A portiolio of prints Is prepared for another

senjor adults into classrooms.

“We know intergeserational pro-
grams have a positive impact on chil-
dren’s growth,” sald Barbara Majoros,
who represents Orchard Rldge Campus
of Oakland Community Coliege (OCC)
in the coalltion,

“And while the children are benefit-
Lng from the scniors’ skills, talents and
vast stores of knowledge, the senfora
are deriving a great deal of satlsfac-
tion from this giving,” she sald.

Majoros has helped plan the daylong
workshop with Loulse Churches, ser-
vices coordinator for the county's
Southfleld-based Area Agency on Ag-
ing; Mecg O'Connor, who represents

. Oakland Schools on the coalition; and
Lols Ryan, who represents OCC's Royat
Oak Campus. 4

They expect about 150 educators in

e county to aftend the event, set for
Mar. 1. The workahop bas been de-
slgned to show how [ntergenerational
programs have worked suceessfully In
communitics throughout the state,

"WE'RE STARTING with the basics
because we're still fighting toyths and
stercotypes about nging. Aging is stilt
our biggest phobia in this country. This
will be a conscious- ralsing sesslon on
agelsm," said Churches, who brought
the coalltlon together.

She went on to explaln that, in many
cases when educatora bear the term
“bringing seniors loto the classroom,”
they think the senlors are coming in as
free labor to grade papers or clean up
the lunchroomns,

“What they are golng to see and hear
about are senfors who teach forefgn
languages and loat arts; ones who tutor,
work with the impaired, tell farm sto-
rles, tell about thelr travels or their
personal history,” Ryan satd,

“’And thls makes them a real per-
son,” 0°Connor sald. "Much of this is
done on a onelo-one basls a0 the
grandperson becomes a friend. Rela-
tionships are establlshed, Communlea-
tion becomes casler for the youngater,
not only with one senlor, but with all
senlors. It links the generations,

“Aglng comes to be thought of in the
chlld’s mind as a natural process, not
something to be feared.”

LINKING THE generatlons in Michi-
g2n classrooms was started in Ann Ar-
bor through a program called TLC
(Tcaching Learning Communities,)

‘The concept and phllosophy of TLC Is

Area Ag’ency,oh Aging pushes
for seniors in the ¢lassrooms

the basis of many Intergenerational
Pprograms now in progress, though most
use other names and most have adopt-
ed the original program to conform to
the facillties or needs at hand,

“What they (the educators) do with
the material we give them and how
they implement the concept In their
own achool or community fs up to
them,” Churches sald,

“What we want is to get them to un-
derstand the exchange of talents and

abllities that is out there that should be '

tapped. And that the exchange Is going
to benetlt beth the K-12 and the over-60
generation.”

Speaking at the workshop will be
Carol Tice, the ereator and director of
TLC, now a natlonally known model of
Intergencratlonal involvement,

The educators also wlill hear from
persons who devised programs from
TLC for residents In Harbor Springs,
Bedford and Rochester, (In Harbor
Springs, the town's senlor adult center
is located in the middle of its high
school.)

The educalors will bear how Sue
Hayosh bas lotegrated intergeneration-
al arts in Royal Oak schools,

And they will see dramatic vignettes
staged by the Mythbegotten Players of
Oakland County, The players are
grandpersons who write thelr own
scripts about persopal experiences
they've had related to aging.

OARLAND -COUNTY has experl-
enced one of the biggest jumps in the
over-§0 populalion in the state during
the past year. There are how more than
131,000 senfors n the county, which bs
about 18 percent of the total popula.
tion. The number is expected to hit

155,000 by 1990.

As Majoros rattles off these figures
she zays, "Aglng beglna at conception
and continuea throughout a lifetime.
It's a process that should be under-
stood."

She belleves that the Intergenera-
tlonal strategies the workshop offers
will ald that understanding, with the
kope that it can be pazsed on to others
(hrough the educators..

O'Connor adds to that by speaking of
the program’s cost effectivencss.

“For a minimum f{inancial lnvest-
ment we're gelting maximum benefits,
There's only so much in the pot. Ry
poollng money allotted to each genera-
tion we reach individuals, groups and
entire communltles,” she sajd,

*“The grandperson is passing down
wbdom‘s;ndelgct‘nndlng. love and skills
that only they know to enhance the en-
tire educational experience, In turn,
she or he galns new relationships, new
worth, appreciation and @ reclproca.
tion of that love.”

THE PROGRAMS the coalitlon pro-
woerks with a cooperation be-

tween an individual teacher and
grandpersons who volunteer a few
hours a week to head up a class period.

The grandperson-volunteer Is on his
or her own to use the class tlme sharing
a skl or knowledge,

Educators interested in attending the
workshop are lnvited to call Majoros,
§53-3122.

Older adults, youth
linked through SAGE

SAGE (Senlor Adults Giving to Edu.
cation) is the name of the program in
Farmington Public Schools that brings
the area's older adults together with its
youth,

SAGE waa brought Into the commu-
nity, patterned after TLC (Tcaching
Learning Communities), by the Farm-

ot the
teachers, and older persons who volun-
teered to share thelr stories, skills and
talents with the youngsters in the class-

Toom.

‘This month, SAGE began fn Longa-
cre Elementary School.

The AAUW s still recrulting SAGE

Ington Branch,
of Unlnﬂltz Women, (AAUW), It 'Is
sponsored by AAUW,

SAGE volunteers do'not bave to be
concerned about a lesson plan or o

toben of the

School District and F Area

PTA Council.

SAGE began In Larkshire Elementa-
ry School about a year ago through the

- Picture Ladies needed

Aiding youth develop
appreciation for art

!
youngsters with well-known artists and
thelr work,

She does this with a portfolio of
prints of related subject matter. A
portfotlo might be made up of blrds, or
clowns, or aports, or country life so
youth can sce how different artists dop-
lcted these subjects. Or a portfolio
might be made up of the work of only
one artist, .

New Picture Ladles are needed to
)mk.-r}l) the art appreciation scsslons

ofng.

8.
“You don't bave to have a teaching
to

- flrst entered Farmington school class-
rooms,

“At the time this was initlated, by
Alice Nlchols, (who was named Artist-
in-Reald:

degree or an art b me
2 Picture Lady,” said Nancy Mudloff,
who is working in the program (hls
year. “We wlll personally assist anyone
who I8 intereated.

“There I3 an established format to
follow for the different age groups and
we promlso It is a simple matter of
uk{fag questions and promoting Inter-
et

MUDLOFF CAN back vp ber state-

ment with stories of success for both
the adult volunteer and the youth that
stem back to 1975 when Picture Ladies

BASe Y wvss

eon In art appraciation by Meily Dug
Lena ' Di ! y

y F Art Com-
mission in 1982) we had one partlcipat-
ing nchool and 16 art portfolios ta atart
the program,” Mudioff said.

“Within the flrst year we bad four
schools and 30 art portfollos.

"Now we have 14 schools involved
and 89 portfolles.”

Thls spring two new subject matter’
portfollos are added, that comblned are
ealled “Let's Tell a Story.”

One portfolio deals with settings; the
other with characters.

“We hope thls material will encour-

- 5

los-  this year's chalrwoman for the Picture Lady pro-
gan (at left), gram. Lubaway is Picture Lady coordinator for
Massara Is  Qur Lady of S8orrows students,

age the children to use thelr Imagina.
tion and relate thelr personal feellngs
and thoughts in story form," Mudloff
sald. .

1n yet another new dimenslon for the
program, Mudloff and her committee
are in the process of assembling port-
follos to ba used as visual alds in art
appreciation.

She explalns, “There will be a sepa-
rate portfollo for each painting media.
QOnpe for oll, watercolor, pen and ink,
printmaking and acrylles, The port-
folios can be pazsed around the class-
room, esabling the children to feel the
texture of cach medla and the material
it 15 painted on."

Theso portfollos were made up by
members of the artisis club who sup-
plied the examples that were nceded
for the diffcrent media,

EACH OF THE 14 schools Involvecd
In the program need four or five Pic-
ture Ladies.

The volunteers spend from 15-20
minutes in a classroom, one day o
month, sharing the art works in the
portfollo. :

‘Those who wish to learn more about
how the Pleture Lady works are lnvit-

to call Lena Massara, chairman of
the program, at 478-2814,

Massara will also take cails from
school personnel who wish to learn bow
(he program can work in their school,

“We will set up an entire presenta-
tion for a classroom to show them how
1t works," Mudoff sald.

Members of Farmington Artlats Club
are by virtue of that membership auto-
matic members of Farmington Art
Foundatlon.

The foundation also sponsors the sen-
for adult palnting classes [n Farming-
ton Hilla Senior Adult Center; the one-
perzon shows that run each month in
both Farmlngton and Farmington Kills
branch llbraries and the rental galler
les that are ted In

part
program, sald Phytlls Cumrgings, who
heads the SAGE committee.
Cummings will take inqulries at 476-
4735,

Pleture Lady time tor firet graders |I;'°Ill‘ Lady of SBorrows School

In a joint effort

Art Founda-

om F
tion and the school's fine arto teacher Mary Ellen Doman.

Japanese art on display

The exhibit of Japanese art Is now on
dlsplay in Farmington Communlty
Center Is the work of Mary Bowman,
The Farmington Hills resldent learned
the art of Sumi-E from Zen masters [n
Japan, then Introduced the techniques
of the Orlental brush ting to real.
dents throughout southern Michigan in

Her notecards, printed from her
original works, have been on sale in 1
Browse Bookstore since 1981,

Cutlets have expanded to Include
gallerles in Des Molnes,Jown; Kalama.
200, Pontlac and Ozawa Bonsat Garden
in Davlsburg. In addition, shops in Indi-
ana, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio,

with the libraries,

Currently members are getting
ready for thelr spring art exhibit, set
this year for Friday-Sunday, Apcil 18-
18, In Mercy Ceater,

classes,

Bowman's regular classes In brush
painting are given in the cenier and
will resume for the 10th cansecutlve
year this fall,

F and New York Clty carry
her note paper,
The exhiblt will remain, decorating
the halls of the center on Farmington
Roadh north of 10 Mile, untll mid-
rch.



