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Listenlng to Leonard Bernsteln rehearse
the Vieann Phitharmonic in the Unlversity
of Michigan's Hill Audltorium, I remem-
bered the last time I-had heard muaielans
play at mid-day in atreet clothes, It was a
1all day In 1982, and alter playing the clos-
Iog bars of Haydn's “Farewell” Symphony,
the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra walked
out oq strike,

““The Vienna Phllharmonic Is the worid's
only orchestral collectlve,” according to
its publiclty. Unlike the DSO, the VP
wouldn't be hitting the bricks,

Also unlike the DS0, which has a num-
ber of women members, and unlike the
suburban Plymouth and Oakway sympho-
hles, where 80 percent of the violinists are
womes, the Vienna Philharmonie has no
women members — and Isa't lkely to.

Clearly, there are two sides to this busi.
ness of running an orchestra democratical-
ly.

BERNSTEIN MUGGED hlarloualy
when I asked him, during the news confer-

The stolid gentleman turned out to be
Professor Alfred Altenburger, a member
of the vlolin section and the orchestra's
president. He muitered a blt in German,
then answered In English:

“Tradition — 150 years. And we didn't
want to change It.” .

Thero waa another reason. Bernateln ex-
plalned the VP also Is the local opera or-
chestra Lt Vienna. Some days the members
show up in thelr tuxes for a 3-6 p.m. sym-
phonic rehearsal with him. Then they must
grah a blie to eat, race across town,
and be in the opera house pit by 7 p.m. A
woman, they explained, wouldn't have
time to get home to prepare dinner for her
faml),

“ll’{ not that women are weaker,” sald
Bernsteln. He added, I understand Berlin
finally broke down and hired two women.
OnelsJeaving. . . " .

There was a third reason: The orchestra
selects its own new members. |

“A Jury from the members decldes,” Al-
tenburger said, “Everything is declded by

of the

The men themselves declde.”

UNLIKE AN Amerean conductor who
has much to say sbhout who Jolns the or-
chestra, Vienna has a different “managac-
ment style.” Accordlag to the VP's publiel-

ty:
“All the adminlstrative tasks — from

(2
- Loonard Bernatein, as portrayed on
his Columbla recording of the

answering office phones and decorating
{or the annual New Year’s Ball — are per-
formed by orchestra musiclans elected to
thelr posta by their colleagues.

“All decisions concerning repertolre and
conductors — the Vienna Philharmonic
currently has no resident conductor — are
made by pleblacite, and all performance
lees are divided evenly among the musi-
clans. The last chair {n the violln section
maken the same amount of money as does
the concertmaster." .

Last year the members made Bernatein,
whose association with them goes back to
1966, an honorary meamber. “The gave me
& big, campy ring, with the arms of the
clty,' grioned the 65-year-old one-time
wunderkind, “This made everything clse
(even his honorary degree from the Upl-
venl’ly of Michigan several years ago)

e

. When Bernsteln walked on stage a few
minutes after 11 that morning, the winds
greeted him with a fanfare. The elated
Bernateln turned to the reporters in the au-
dlence and explained:

“You want {o know what that racket was
all about? This Is our 100th concert togeth.
er tonight. I didn’t even reallze it. They
Pplayed the fanfare from ‘Mass' and put It
together with another plece so It sounded
like (Charles) Ives rather than me. But
they've got the splrit.”

Bernstein savors fanfare
and Vienna Philharmonic

DBEMOCRACY cxtends into performanc-
€3, too.

Wherr the orchestra rebearsed the
Brahms' Symphony "No. 2, 1 noticed the
perfect unity of the viollnlsts’ bowling ‘-
all used exactly the same part of tha-baw,
down to the Inch, for each note — and gave
the idcatical emphasla. At the bresk, 1
asked Bernstein who worked out the bow-

g3, R

“I worked out the bowings,” he sald. “If
they don't like it, we dlscuss it. They may
say, ‘We'ro used to dolng It this way.'"
Bemstein shrugged, a3 If to say thay work
out thelr differences.

“It's an fnner precizion — & precision of
intention. Not fust — umph!” he satd, Indi-'
cating a half-bow down stroke. o

Many remarked at the rapport which the
Massachusetts-born Bernstein had with
this Vienneso orchestra. With the New
York Philbarmonic (of which be fs condues
tor laureate) and the orchestas of Israel,
Boston and London, it ranks among his fa-
voritesIntheworld, - > . |

“They almost know what I mean before
I'doit,” be oxultad,

R ING the flnal movement of

mesmbers. He poltad 1o e stond o Behumann Symphany No_& with the the Hayas Symphony No. 38, Berusien
man standing next to him, as if to pass the  New York Philharmonic. . pockets and let the orchestra play on Ita
buek. press releases and ticket distribution, to

own, only | g an emphasts with
nod of the head and & diminuendo witha
crouch. The news corps applanded at"the
closing chord. .

"I made the ultimate demand a conduc-
tor can put on an orchesira,” Bernstein ex-
plained. “They really listen to each other.
And this Is a strange hall — a shallow
stage, 0o depth and a lot of width.”

A reviewer noted Bernsteln and the VP,
who began thelr American tour ln Ann Ar-
bor, were sticking to' “tha center of the
repertoire” (late 16th through 19th centu-
ties), though Bernsieln had champloned
the moderna a9 conductor of the New York
Phitharmonlc. Why? X .

“Becausa that’s what they play mar-
velously,” be answered, “If I were touring
wlth the Philharmonlc, T would play differ-
ently; 50 percent of what we played (with
New York) was 20th century muaje,”

HE RECALLED the time in Vienna the

members asked (o play one of his works —,

“Kaddish," a symphony. “This orchestra is
not famous for loving modern music or
takiog easily to It,” he safd, -

Although rehearsal time was short, the
musiclans insisted he explain the Jewish
rite i{ referred to. Bernsteln explained it
was the equivalent of the “Sanctus™ in the
Cathollc mass, the rite was slmilar (o the
blesalng of the wine, and the term iwasn'’t
really l-lel;rew but Aramale, the language

t spoke.
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Road load limits now in force

Trackers on Qakland County reads
are requlred to observe spring ioad
welght restrictions through mid-March,
the Road Commlsslon announced.

Unseasonably warm weather Is caus-

nin, deputy managing director of the ,

Oakland County Road Commission.

Tae load restrictions are necessary
to protect rond pavements which are

The U4
“most-affordable
P eugeot To Peugeat, a low price

il

doesn't mean “stripped:

Michelin stecl-belted radials, A fully warpeted
trunk. Remotecontrolled outside mirrars that

Soeventhe P
Peugcot,
Power stecring and brakes. Vinyl o velour

Peugeatisn q

" upholsteey. Reclining bucket seats, A tachometer.

-II

The Peugeot 505GL.
Specially priced at

DALGLEISH

Cadillac- Peugeot

Detrait

deice themselves. All standard equipment.

$11,595.

Ing frost to leave the ground cartler not supported as well during frost-out
than usual this year, sald Willlam Fog-  as they are before and afterwards.
but our
discounts
QUR are BIGGER
S e 50%
s up to /0 orr
M SPECIAL ORDERS INCLUDED
SOMERSET MALL COmr
wor (PTERIORS  ess-uson

You Are Invited!

Saturday, February 25
Sominar: 7:00 A.M.-9:30 P.M.
Sunday, February 28
Sarvicos: 8:00 AM. and 11:00 AM.

s Learn to lead
alife of excitement and adventure

]
» World Famous Goal Achlover
« Explorer — Adventurer
e Notod Author = Lacturer
= Reclpient of Achiovement in
Award

 Featurod in 1883 Octobar
Issuo of Readars Digast

JOHN QODOARD

... from one of America’s most
; : remarkable men!

Sponaored by:
Church of Today
JACK BOLAND, Minister
1-898 bot. VanDyko
ond Hoovor
Warron, Michigan 48089

855-0471

west bloomfield, michigan 48033

6925 orchard lake road




